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Charlbury Garage 
Hixet Wood, Charlbury, OX7 3SB 

01608 810898 
 

08:30 ï 17:00 Monday to Friday 
 

Attending to motoristôs needs for over 40 
years, we offer a local, friendly, helpful & 

trustworthy service 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Competitive tyre prices 

 
MOT Ã40 

 
Half-price MOT with Full Service 

Courtesy car available Cars bought & 
sold 

 
 
 

www.charlburygarage.co.uk 
info@charlburygarage.co.uk 

¶ Batteries 
¶ Aircon 
¶ Bodywork 

¶ MOT & Pre-MOT 
¶ Tyres & Exhausts 
¶ Servicing 
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Well, what a lot is going on 
in and around Charlbury!!  
This is why this issue of the 
Chronicle is truly a bumper 
issue with 48 pages! 

First we have HM Queenôs 
90th birthday celebrations on 
11 and 12 June.   St Maryôs 
is putting on a wonderful 
Flower Festival, and then 
holding a Thanksgiving 
Service to which the whole 
town is invited.    This is 
followed the next day by 
Open Gardens with yummy 
teas in the Memorial Hall.   
At the same time there will 
be the Field & Country Fair 
being held in Cornbury.  And 
donôt forget its also the 
Football Fun Day on 
Wychwood Paddocks! 

On 25 June, our very own 
Beer Festival on the Cricket 
Pitch is happeningðits 19th 
birthday! 

This busy weekend is 
followed by the Cornbury 
Festival (8-10 July), then our 
own Riverside Festival (23-
24 July).   Then a really big 
weekend of festivals with 
both Wilderness (4-7 August) 
at Cornbury Park and 
Countryfile Live (4-7 August) 
taking place at Blenheim 
Palace.  If this wasn't enough 
The Big Feastival is 
happening on Bank Holiday 
weekend hosted by Alex 
James and Jamie Oliver! 

 

 

 

Many congratulations to Liz 
Leffman who was returned as 
our District Councillor on 5 
May. 

Congratulations also to Diana 
Griffiths who celebrated her 
100th birthday at the end of 
April.   Her son, Howard, has 
written a brief r®sum® of her 
many achievements, which 
makes for very interesting 
reading.   This can be found 
on page 43. 

CADS are celebrating their 
40th anniversary this year,  
and are producing ñAs You 
Like Itò in November.   
Auditions for this will take 
place in June, so do keep a 
look out for the dates. 

Street Fair are still looking 
out for helpers;  both on the 
day and in organising.   And 
also for help with the Fun 
Run.   Please do email me if 
you can helpðthis wonderful 
fair has been in existence for 
60 years and we would hate 
to lose itðI am sure you 
would! 

If you have any ideas on what 
else you would like to see in the 
Chronicle, please do contact me 
at:- 

editor.chronicle@outlook.com 

I wish you all happy summer 
holidays! 

Susanna Finch 

 

Please note that the deadline for articles for the September issue is 1st August.   
Please send all articles to editor.chronicle@outlook.com 
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As part of the Queenôs birthday 
celebrations St Maryôs are holding a 
Thanksgiving service to which 
representatives of the townôs 
organisations are warmly invited.  
 
We do hope that you can encourage 
members of your organisations to come. 
If your organisation has a uniform please 
do wear it, or if you wish, dress in some 
way that indicates the óflavourô of your 
organization.  
 
If you wish to bring something along from 
your organisation to add to a Queenôs 
birthday display there will be an 
opportunity to do this; e.g. childrenôs 
groups might like to make a large 
birthday card, the museum may have a 
coronation mug etc.  The items will be 
returned to you at the end of the service. 
 
We are hoping to have representation 
from all the townôs clubs and societies so 
that this is truly a town event.  We would 
be grateful if you could let us have 
approximate numbers attending and 
organisation name by 4th June preferably 
by e-mail to the Parish Office 
(parishoffice@stmaryscharlbury.co.uk) or 
by phone 01608 810230. 
 

Sally Welch 

at 

Teas in St. Maryôs 2-5pm 
Followed by 

(Teas in the War Memorial Hall) 
 

For further info contact Sarah Potter  
01608 810388  

sarahpotter@btinternet.com 
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H.M. Queenôs 90th Birthday ï 21st April 
The Charlbury Beacon was lit at Lees Rest to 
celebrate this occasion as part of a national 
chain of beacons. During the evening Ã78.70 
was collected for the Poppy Appeal. Thank 
you to everybody who donated.  

 

The Charlbury British Legion Darts Cup 
Was won by Pete Cleaver and Simon 
Bridgman on 27 November at the Sports and 
Social Club and raised Ã90.71 for the Poppy 
Appeal. We would like to thank all those who 
took part, Pete Scarrott for organising the 
event and Cyril Kerry for presenting the Cup. 
 

Branch Coffee  Morning 
This will be held on Saturday 16 July in the 
Corner House. For information please 
telephone 01608 810822. 
 
Assistance 
For further information about the work of the 
Legion, how to join or how to obtain 
assistance, please contact Nick Potter 
[Branch President] on 01608 810388 or 
Derek Fowler [Branch Chairman] on 01608 
811706 or Jane Parsons [Branch Secretary] 
on 01608 810822. The Branch Membership 
Secretary is Barry Canham on 01608 811176 
who will help anyone who is still experiencing 
difficulty with the new membership 
subscription system.   The telephone number 
for the Royal British Legion Contact Centre is 
0808 8028080. This is a countrywide service. 
There is a newish Royal British Legion Pop In 
Centre which is held in the Congregational 
Church, Welch Way, Witney on the second 
Thursday of the month between 10.30am 
and noon, where ñinformation, advice and 
guidance is available for serving members of 
the Armed Forces, Reservists, Veterans and 
their families.  These sessions are run by 
Legion staff and although held in a church 
are nothing to do with religion. 

Visits   
The branch is considering a visit to RAF Brize 
Norton and/or the Soldiers of Oxfordshire 
Museum at Woodstock. For more information 
please contact Jane Parsons on 01608 
810822.  

 
This year Street Fairôs popular Open 
Gardens event is being held on Sunday 
12th June as part of Charlburyôs Royal 90 
celebrations to mark 90 years of the 
Queenôs life. 

This is your chance to venture behind the 
facades to enjoy some beautiful and 
inspirational gardens clustered around the 
centre of the town.   

While you are out and about, why not call 
in to see some of the other Royal 90 
celebrations including the magnificent 
Festival of Flowers in St Maryôs church, a 
special exhibition and quizzes at Charlbury 
Museum (which also has a delightful small 
garden) and the Quiet Garden at the 
Baptist Church.   

Also be sure not to miss the collection of 
ñmini welly gardensò created by the 
children at Charlbury Pre School. 

If you are feeling weary, why not take the 
weight off your feet and enjoy a refreshing 
cup of tea and a delicious cake in the 
Memorial Hall, available as usual 
throughout the afternoon. 

A perfect way to spend a Sunday 
afternoon, see you there! 

The gardens will be open from 2pm to 
6pm and tickets will be available from the 
Corner House garden 
from 1:30pm.  Ã5 for 
adults, children under 12 
FREE.  There will also be 
a raffle, childrenôs quiz 
and plant sales. 

Peter & Eileen Kenrick 
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Asparagus now 
available  

from Chadlington 
 

Would you prefer asparagus from Peru 
(6,000 miles), Italy (1,000 miles), or right 
on your doorstep from Chadlington? 
 
If you are interested, please contact Emma 
via chadlingtonkitchengarden@gmail.com 

CHARLBURY FARMERSô MARKET 
on the Playing Close between  

9am and 1pm on Saturday,  June 11th 
 
Charlbury  Farmersô Market is  administered 
by Thames Valley Farmersô Market  Co-
operative Ltd. and organised by Lee 
McCallum, email 
marketmanager@ymail.com, tel:  07779 
400421 

 

 

With the start of construction imminent, 
we need to redouble our fundraising 
efforts to help with all those finishing 
touches that are beyond our budget.  

Buy-A-Brick Please donôt delay if you 
would like to ñBuy-a-Brickò. Iôm sure you 
would like to see your name on our long 
list of benefactors, which will be displayed 
permanently in the lobby of the new 
building. You can do this via our link on 
the website (see below) or search for us 
on make-a-donation.org. You can also buy 
a brick as a gift or in memory of someone. 

Events If you would like to support us 
by organising a fund raising event, or 
doing one in partnership with us, weôd be 
delighted to hear from you. New ideas are 
always welcome, especially those involving 
the younger sections of our community, 
who will benefit for the longest time from 
our new facilities. In the meantime these 
are the fundraising activities we have 
planned for the next few months, which I 
would urge you to support: 

Beer Festival, 25th June: the CCCA will be 
running the Pimmôs stall as in previous 
years. Please visit us. 

Alternative Sports Afternoon, 
Saturday 9th July, 2-4pm, Playing Close: 
we are very excited about this new event, 
which will be a lot of fun for the whole 
family. The events will be suitable for 
anyone aged 6-60 and beyond. Start 
gathering your team of 6 now. Teams 

should be a mix of children and adults, 
perhaps with two families combining. And 
you'll need a snappy team name!  Events 
include: 

Á The Snowshoe Race  

Á The Shepherd  

Á The Slow Bike Race (bring your own 
bikes if possible)  

 
I canôt give details here ï that will be a 
surprise on the day, though the last one 
does not take much guessing! The entry 
price will be kept low to encourage lots of 
people to join in and more details will be 
posted around the town nearer the time.  

There will be light refreshments for sale, 
but please feel free to bring a picnic. 

Wilderness Festival, 5-7th August, the 
CCCA will be running a screen printing 
workshop, where you can print your own 
design onto a cloth bag. Please visit us 
there. 

Variety Show, Saturday 12th November, 
Memorial Hall. If you have a talent, are 
aged over 16, and would like to perform a 
5-10 minute routine at the ever popular 
Variety Show, please get in touch with me. 

We are very grateful for all the support 
from Charlbury residents over the years. 
Four events so far this year have all been 
a success: the Burns Night Supper, the 
Pop-Up Valentines Supper, the Screen Test 
Quiz and Daphne Clarkôs Piano Recital, so 
we would like to take this opportunity to 
thank all our helpers at those events as 
well as all the people who attended. 

 

Tanya Stevenson, Chair, Charlbury 
Community Centre Appeal, 01608 810216, 
www.charlbury.info/community/6 
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The town survey closed on 6th April and the online survey is no longer available. If you 
didn't receive a survey or were unable to complete one for any reason please contact 
us at  info@charlburyneighbourhoodforum.org.uk  or 07421 769110. 

A team of volunteers distributed surveys to 1,292 households, and we have received 
over 500 sealed packs of paper surveys (these may contain individual and household 
surveys). Over 140 surveys were completed online (this includes both household 
surveys and individual surveys, so may include more than one survey from each 
household). This is an incredible response compared to other places around the country 
and we'd like to thank everyone for taking the time to share their views in so much 
detail. 

Separate Surveys for Businesses and under 16s 

We are still working on preparing these and more information will be available soon. If 
you would be interested in helping to organise and/or distribute this survey, or in 
completing one, please contact us if you haven't already. 
 
Next Steps 

We are in the process of inviting tenders from qualified analysts to process, assess and 
report on the survey data. This process will take some weeks to complete, especially as 
we want to make sure that we give sufficient time for a full and detailed analysis of 
everyone's views. The results of the survey will be published here and we intend to give 
residents an opportunity to feed back to us. 

 

The Thomas Gifford Trust is moving 
forward with pre-construction work of 
the new Community Centre (finalising 
negotiations with contractor, design 
specifications, and site 
preparation).  For the most current 
updates, please see the Town Council 
information board and the TGT 
webpage on the Charlbury website. 

If you have any specific questions, please 
contact Marjorie Glasgow at 
mglasgow@theridgegroup.com or 
telephone 01608 810161. 

BOBBYôS TAXIS 
tel: 07828 158686 

 
Email:  

livey@LiveysTaxis.co.uk 

Ben Brooks 
 

Years of experience in busy Oxford 
cycle shop 

All repairs and servicing undertaken 
Collection and delivery  

07880 255027 
Benbrooks15@googlemail.com  
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SUMMER FUN! 
Full Body Conditioning 
to dance steps and 
popular music. 

 
High & Low Impact 

Suitable for all ages/abilities 
. 

Charlbury Methodist Church 
MONDAYS: 7-8 pm 

TUESDAYS: 10.15-11.15am 
WEDNESDAYS: 7-8 pm 

 
Trial Class:  Ã3 

Student Discount: 33% 
 

Louise: 07879 685579 
123dancercise@gmail.com 
Charlbury websiteð
óBusiness/Healthô 

http://www.pellmans.co.uk/
mailto:123dancercise@gmail.com
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The club will welcome new members for 
the 2016/17 season which starts on 16 
June 2016. 
 
Tickets, containing full details of our 
water, will be available at Charlbury Post 
Office in May 2016.   
 
For further information please contact the 
Club Secretary, Jane Parsons, on 01608 
810822.   

Charlbury will be celebrating the Queenôs 
90th birthday this month along with the 
rest of the Nation. At the Day Centre we 
will be raising our glasses not only to her 
Majesty, but also to three of our 
members, who also achieve that 
memorable age this year. Age is no bar to 
having fun and enjoying the company of 
others, as we see every Wednesday, 
when we get together. So let us hope that 
our funding will allow us to continue to be 
available for them. 
 
We are having a coffee morning at the 
Corner House on Saturday 2nd July, so do 
come and support us. 

Bob Tait 
ChairmanðCharlbury Day Centre 

Quiz Night at 
Charlbury Bowls 

Club 
Ticknell Piece Road, Charlbury 

 

Friday 17th June 
 

Doors open 6.30pm  
to start at 7.30pm 

 

Everyone 
Welcome 

Max 6 people to a team 

Entry Ã6 per person incl. 
Nibbles ï CASH PRIZE 

Bar ~~ Free Raffle ~~ Car Park 

 CALL  01608  810229 for details 

CHRONICLE ADVERTS 
 

Advertise your business in the 
Charlbury Chronicle and reach 

over 1550 residences.  
 

To place an advert  please ring  
Graham Jowett  on 01608 810666 

or email: 
gjowett2015-chronicle@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Ticknell Piece Road, Charlbury 

The club is open to visitors every Tuesday 
evening from 6pm where you can come 
and have a go at bowling free of charge.  
Our members are very friendly and will be 
more than happy to show you the ropes.   
 
We can also offer free taster sessions at 
another time if more convenient to you.  
Just give us a ring on 01608 810229. 
 
So whether youôre an experienced player 
or have never picked up a bowl before, 
you can be sure of a very warm welcome 
here at Charlbury Bowls Club. 
 
We have plenty of parking and a well 
stocked bar so we look forward to seeing 
you soon. 
 
For more details please call the club 
secretary, Heather Hill on 01608 810229. 
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For many years now the 
club has boasted one of the 
most popular and well-run 
youth cricket sections in the 
county, with Friday 
evenings in the summer 

featuring as highly organised and lively 
weekly gatherings in the town, hosting 
well over 100 children not just from 
Charlbury but surrounding towns and 
villages. The foundations of this success 
were laid down in the early 1990s and, 
thanks to a succession of dedicated 
coaches, assistants and other volunteer 
helpers, has continued to grow over the 
years, often prompting other clubs in the 
area to follow in our footsteps and ensure 
the future of the game by investing in 
youth. 

This year the youth section chairman is 
Paul Jenkins and he can be proud of the 
team he has around him, providing not 
just for the Friday training sessions but an 
even greater number of matches than in 
previous years, ranging from under 9s 
Kwik Cricket (soft ball), through to U15 
boys and girls teams, with league and 
pairs games for both U11s and U13s, and 
possibly an U17s in the mid-summer 

months. As well as Paul, our dedicated 
coaches are Paul Butler, Martyn Scull, 
Michael Geeson Brown, Paul Quibell Smith 
and Richard Ede, helped by assistant 
coaches Stuart and Molly Duff, Chris 
Grimes, Ben Hayes, Bridget Tennent, Brett 
Huxley, Tim Bush and Dave Williamson. All 
are required to be registered under the 
DBS system as safe to work with children.  

The English Cricket Board (ECB) enjoins all 
clubs to provide a safe and friendly 
environment and we have been doing this 
for over 20 years - and not just for the 
children: we cater for parents as well, 
watching their youngsters while winding 
down after a hard week with a welcoming 
bar.  

The pathway is open for all our youngsters 
to continue with the game when they 
reach the age and ability to take on adult 
cricket and, indeed, many have already 
featured in our weekend league and 
midweek friendly sides, some progressing 
on to the clubôs 1st team. Indeed, that was 
one of the prime reasons for setting up 
CCCôs vibrant youth section. Clubs who 
donôt do the same may one day find 
themselves on the road to cricket oblivion. 

www.charlburycricketclub.com 
David Horne, vice chairman 

Charlbury Town Youth 
Football club is an FA 
Chartered Standard Club 
and we have continued to 
go from strength to 
strength offering football 
for boys and girls of all 
abilities from under 5ôs 
through to under 16ôs. 

We currently have over 150 children 
signed on with us taking part in matches 
and weekly training sessions provided by 
our team of FA Qualified volunteer 
coaches.  

We are a very friendly community club 
and are always looking for new players to 
join us.  At this time we are particularly 
looking for players for our U7ôs, U11ôs, 
U14ôs and U16ôs (next seasons U8ôs, 
U12ôs, U15ôs and U17ôs). If you would like 
to learn more about our club please 
contact Adrian Westbury on 
awestbury@ridge.co.uk or 07887 635522 
we would really like to hear from you. 

Adrian Westbury 

Who will win the cup? Would the Tennis 
Club beat the Beer Festival 
Committee?  Maybe the Canoe Club could 
score enough to steal it from the Rose & 
Crown!  How about getting the Probus 
Club involved, that would mix things up a 
bit with the Bridge Club?   

Why donôt you get a team together and 
enter the Football Fun Day on Sunday 
12th June?   

Taking place at Wychwood Paddocks 
playing field, the afternoon will consist of 
short 6-a-side matches.  Refreshments 
and a BBQ will be available, so supporters 
can come and enjoy themselves too.   

Entry fee is Ã10 per player, over 16s 
only.  Contact lgorton66@outlook.com for 
an entry form.  This event is being held 
by Charlbury Town Youth FC to raise 
money for maintaining the football pitches 
on Nineacres playing fields.   

Lynn Gorton 
Charlbury Town Youth FC 

http://www.charlburycricketclub.com/
mailto:awestbury@ridge.co.uk
mailto:lgorton66@outlook.com
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This is to let Charlbury residents know 
that, although the Sports and Social Club 
has had to leave its former premises on the 
Spendlove site to make way for the 
forthcoming construction of the new 
Community Centre, the Club as a local 
organisation is by no means in abeyance.   

Club members are now focussing on efforts 
to achieve a purpose-built extension on the 
side of the new Centre and to raise funds 
to cover the costs.  Thanks to the Gifford 
Trust, provision for such an extension has 
been included in the planning permission 
for the new Centre but the Trustôs 
charitable purposes do not allow them to 
provide it for us.   It is now up to Sports 
and Social Club members to take this on.  

In case you are not aware, the Clubôs aim 
is through Club membership to provide 
Charlbury residents and their families with 
access to facilities for informal indoor and 
outdoor sports and social activities in an 
affordable and friendly setting.   We seek 
to do this through the following activities: 

Á Providing and maintaining club premises 
including facilities for providing drinks 
and refreshments and for viewing 
televised sports events and results. 

Á Running a club membership scheme 
open to all Charlbury residents with the 
membership fee kept to the minimum in 
the interests of accessibility.  

Á Providing users of the sports facilities on 
the Nine Acres Recreation Ground with 
after-match social facilities. 

Á Organising opportunities to take part in 
informal indoor and outdoor sports for 
adults and children and young people 
such as darts, Aunt Sally, card and 
board-games, pool, Jenga, Connect 4, 
floor snakes and ladders. 

Á Organising social events and seasonal 
celebrations such as Christmas and 
Halloween parties, Easter Egg hunts, 
BBQs, quiz nights. 

This is what we want to achieve through 
having Club premises within the new 
Community Centre complex.  We are 

already planning to dedicate one evening 
for use by young people, as our facilities 
have been used by a number of youngsters 
as a friendly place to meet and play pool or 
darts. In the meantime we have looked for 
temporary accommodation in various 
places in the town but so far have not 
found a satisfactory solution. 

Since May 2015 the Club has been ñunder 
new managementò.  The current 
committee includes the following 
members: Cyril Kerry (Chairman), Simon 
Bridgeman (Vice-Chairman), Mandy Cooper 
(Secretary), Nicola Pearson (Treasurer), 
Darren Oliver, Martin Prew, Ann Cleaver, 
Steve Sullivan, Rob Casey, Adele Mortimer 
and Gary Jones.  Many of us have long-
standing Charlbury connections and 
involvement in community activities, 
especially football. 

The Club started as part of the Charlbury 
Town Football Club but in recent years has 
operated separately.    We are now 
working closely with the Menôs Football 
Club, with whom we are combining again, 
and are having similar discussions with the 
Boys Football Club.   Together we are 
exploring the best constitutional form to 
adopt for the future.  

But that does not change the fact that the 
Sports and Social Club welcomes 
membership from anyone in Charlbury who 
wants to take part in our activities. 

If you would like to help us move forward 
with our plans, we would be pleased to 
hear from you.   Have you experience of 
fund-raising including applying for grants?  
Do you know something about different 
legal formats for sports clubs and 
associated organisations?    Would you be 
willing to supply building or other 
materials?  Could you help with the 
construction of the extension? If so, please 
contact Amanda via 
manda.28@outlook.com or 07534 097715 
or phone Martin Prew on 01608 810264 or 
Ann Cleaver on 07881 987457. 

We have also set up a crowd-funding site: 
www.crowdfunder.co.uk/new-build-for-
ctfssc/ in order to receive donations from 
well-wishers.   Crowdfunder is the UKôs 
largest crowdfunding platform and is a 
member of the UK Crowdfunding 
Association having signed up to their code 
of practice. 

Meryl Smith 
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The canoe club meets every Sunday 
afternoon at 2.30pm at the clubhouse on 
Watery Lane (bottom of Pound Hill on the 
Chippy road). We are an informal club and 
welcome anyone who comes along to give 
it a try. There is no age limit but 
participants should be able to swim 50 
metres ï not because we expect you to 
swim but as an indication of confidence in 
water. ñCanoeò is the generic name for 
boats which are paddled rather than 
rowed and we mostly use single kayaks. 
 
Beginners and families are particularly 
welcome. Children should be accompanied 
by a responsible adult. All necessary 
equipment is provided but we recommend 
bringing a change of clothes ï drafty 
changing-room available.  
 
For more information call Hugh on 01608 
810130. 

 
For some years, stalwart 
committee member Margaret 
Taylor has organised an enjoyable 
evening of popular songs from the Brize 
Singers at Memorial Hall.  

If any would like to take this on, please 
contact me - as always in Charlbury, there 
is team-support to assist on the day. 

We now provide a full complement of 
beverage glasses for functions in the hall. 
Please can hirers check that these are 
properly cleaned and wiped dry after use, 
as lipstick is apparently hard to shift in 
the new short-cycle glass dishwasher. 

Stephen Andrews , Chairman 
Corner House & War Memorial Hall 

01608 811212 
stephen.andrews@phonecoop.coop 
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Recent wintry weather has not dampened 
the spirits of the children this spring term 
as they continue to make the most of the 
many exciting and enriching opportunities 
provided. 

March and April were filled with special 
events. World Book Day saw the children 
making amazing efforts to re-create their 
favourite book characters; spotted in the 
corridor that day were several intriguing-
looking characters from The Hobbit, a tiny 
Mrs Twit from one of Roald Dahlôs best-
loved books, and The Saucepan Man from 
Enid Blytonôs Magic Faraway Tree. Not long 
after, all children participated in Sport 
Relief by running relay laps around the 
playground ï their sponsorship from 
friends and family in our community raised 
an incredible Ã4000! 

But of course it is not only the special 
events that contribute to the childrenôs 
development and enjoyment of school. As 
part of their regular timetable, Foundation 
stage and Year 1 pupils have a morning 
out in Cornbury Park ï this is called Forest 
School, and is one of the wonderful ways 
our pupils are stimulated and challenged 
by our committed staff. Based on a 
Scandinavian concept that emphasizes the 
importance of childrenôs interaction with 
nature, it is led by our own Mrs Senior, 
who is trained to facilitate childrenôs 
exploration and skill development in this 
wild, outdoor environment. The physical 
and social benefits are immense and the 
increase in young childrenôs confidence 
striking. Certain óequipmentô is always 
needed, and the school would welcome 
any contributions of everyday items like 
ropes, baskets, waterproof sheets, 
blankets, pots, pans and wooden spoons. 
Please bring any donations to Reception at 

school where they will be gratefully 
received. 

Sport is a huge part of what makes up 
Charlbury Primary, and the children truly 
strive to be the best they can be in this 
arena. Several sport festivals at Chipping 
Norton School, ranging from ball skills to 
dance to the annual óSchoolympicsô have 
seen Charlbury pupils participating with 
others from primary schools across the 
county, and invariably a big proportion of 
sporting champion awards go to our 
children. These are also excellent 
opportunities for Charlbury pupils to meet 
new friends, many of whom they will 
encounter when they move on to 
secondary school. 

Year 6 is currently gearing up for this 
important milestone. The transition to 
secondary has been made much easier 
and far more positive in recent years by 
the introduction of several Transition Days 
in June and July where pupils spend entire 
days at their intended schools, sampling 
the timetables, meeting teachers, learning 
to negotiate the much larger school, and 
crucially, taking the bus on their own ï for 
the majority, a first! 

It is not only the Year 6s who will be 
growing in independence this term ï early 
in May, our Year 4 pupils had their first 
residential, spending three days in Dorset 
visiting Moors Valley Country Park, an 
Oceanarium, Winchester Science Centre 
and Studland Beach, as well as bunking 
with their friends for two nights at the 
Swanage YHA. For some, this was their 
first time away from home, and formed life
-long memories and returned much-
matured children to their parents at the 
end.   Just one of the many experiences 
that help with our aim of developing the 
whole child at Charlbury Primary School. 

Catherine Ball & Suzie Williams 
School Governors 
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It is time to 
celebrate.  
 
Well done 
to all those 
children, 

parents and staff that helped with Art 
Weeks; it was a great success and 
wonderful to see the Pre-School in full 
colour.  We are also open for the Street 
Fair Open Gardens on Sunday 12th June 
and will be at the Farmers Market on 
Saturday June 11th.  
 
As the summer holiday fast approaches, it 
is time for the parents at Pre-School to 
swing into action.  What a busy summer it 
will be.  We will be leaving the lovely 
surroundings of Pre-School this summer to 
provide nourishment at three festivals:  At 

both the Cornbury Festival, on 8-10th July, 
and Wilderness on 4-7th August we will be 
serving our traditional hog-roast.  We are 
also at the Riverside festival, July 23-24, 
and will be serving teas and cakes.     
  
Anyone can hire Charlbury Pre-School at 
the weekend.  This is currently charged at 
Ã35 for four hours.  
 
We are accepting applications for the next 
academic year. We are registered for 
funded places. Please call (01608) 811 
200, come and visit and see the world of 
possibility open to you and your child.  
 
And finally itôs time to say goodbye and 
good luck to all our Pre-School leavers. 
 
A time for new beginningsé. 

 
The Charlbury Scout 
Group AGM is coming 
up, giving us a chance 
to look back at our 

adventures over the year, as well as 
thinking about the Scouting year ahead. 

Charlbury Beavers have been involved 
with many activities, both local and further 
afield ï hereôs just a snapshot from our 
year: 

June ï visit to RAF Hendon (taking a few 
Charlbury Cubs along too!) for our Air 
Activities badge. 

July ï Group Camp (Beavers, Cubs and 
Scouts, plus Explorers, Leaders and 
Families enjoyed archery, climbing and 
abseiling at Far Peak near Northleach). 

September ï Beavers Go Wild (outdoor 
event at Wittenham Clumps Earth Centre)
and Cycling Awareness at Finstock 
playground 

October ï hike from Charlbury School to 
the Scout Hut along the Salt Way (more 
badges!!) 

November ï representing our section at 
Charlbury Remembrance Day Service 

December ï Singalong Santa event at 
Stanton St John (including real reindeer) 

January ï learning about space (followed 
by a visit from CN Amateur Astronomy 
Group) 

February ï taking part in the 26th Winter 
Challenge (9 mile hike on the Ridgeway) 

March ï more outdoor activities with an 
Easter theme at Sutton Courtney Nature 
Reserve 

April ï St Georgeôs Day service at 
Chadlington Church ï thinking about 
Scouts around the world. 

These are just some highlights of our year, 
in addition to our weekly meetings where 
we play games (old favourites and new 
ones), learn some Scouting skills and have 
a go at new activities, which can lead to 
badges and awards.   

In the last year, four Beaver Scouts have 
achieved the Chief Scoutôs Bronze Award 
(the highest award for this section) and 
they have been invited to a celebratory 
event at Youlbury Scout Activity Centre in 
May.   

Another highlight for all of us will be the 
30th anniversary of Beaver Scouts, to be 
celebrated in Oxfordshire in September.  
At 30 years, weôre not quite as old as the 
Cubs (who celebrate their 100th 
anniversary this year), but we look 
forward to our 31st year of adventure! 

Cheryl Horsey 
Beaver Scout Leader 



Charlbury Chronicle June 2016                                                                                                      14 

Well we have just finished our 
spring production ñDancing at 
Lughnasaò written by  Brian Friel 
and directed by Sue Haffenden 

and was very well received by the 
audience.   I do hope you got the chance 
to see it as you would have missed a treat.  

CADS NEXT PRODUCTION this AUTUMN 
will be ñAS YOU LIKE ITò by William 
Shakespeare.  Directed by Glena 
Chadwick, performance dates 24-25-26 
November 2016.  Auditions will be held in 
June and details will be posted on the 
Charlbury website.  

2016 is a special year for CADS as it is our 
40th year in existence under the CADS 
banner, after the original Charlbury Players 
group, through no fault of their own, 
disbanded in the mid 70ôs:-  

After a directive from the then present 
government  stating that ñthe lighting of 
all public buildings was bannedò, a small 
hardcore group of enthusiasts kept in 
touch and once a month they met in each 
otherôs homes to enjoy an evening of play 
readings.   

With the winter of 1975 approaching 
Charlbury were raising funds for a new 
swimming pool for the primary school and 
the idea of a pantomime was suggested to 
help raise some funds.  Roy Slade wrote 
the script and the group staged the panto 
which was a great success and so it was in 
1976 that CADS was officially formed with 

their first production being Alan 
Ayckbournôs  ñRelatively Speakingò, 
produced by Audrey Davies   and was said 
to be a triumph.  Since then CADS have 
gone from strength to strength, at times 
staging three productions a year, 
consisting of plays,  revues and musicals 
whilst also scoring notable achievements in 
drama festivals.   

CADS wanted to commemorate this 40th 
milestone so the committee decided that 
the surviving founding members of the 
first CADS official production ñRelatively 
Speakingò should be made Honorary 
Members, some of whom are still very 
much active today, and so at our AGM in 
March this year Mike & Denise Summers, 
Pam Bradley, Geoff Clifford, Terry Walker 
and Mike Mahoney were all made honorary 
members that night. 

We also would like to thank everyone who 
has been involved with CADS, however big 
or small, over these past 40 years and 
look forward to many more years in the 
future  

Tim Widdows, CADS Chairman   

CADS is a theatre group serving Charlbury 
and its surrounding villages.  Weóre  always 
ACTIVELY SEEKING NEW MEMBERS - 
especially if you are interested in working 
back stage - please contact the Chairman or 
any member to find out more. Check out our 
Facebook page and our page on the 
Charlbury website for up-to-the-minute news.   

email: charlbury.drama@gmail.com; 
website: www.charlbury-drama.com  

 
 
 
 
 

Summer Fun for Everyone (all ages/
abilities) - One hour full body conditioning 
to dance steps and popular music. High/
Low Impact. Core strengthening! Fat 
burning! Boost your energy levels, mood, 
confidence, mobility, co-ordination (and 
other benefits). ñThis is lovely, friendly 
class!ò-Anon; ñAn enjoyable way to keep 
fitò-Ann. See Charlbury web-site 
óBusiness/Lifestyleô and advert on page 6. 

 
The Annual Gardens Visit will be held on 
Wednesday 22nd June to The Old 
Rectory, Farnborough, Oxon, and 
Inholmes and Rooksnest near Lambourn. 

Depart from Spendlove Car Park at 9am.  
Ã27 (Ploughman's lunch Ã9.50) or bring a 
picnic!   

Further information: Sarah Potter (01608 
810388). 
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The Memorial Hall will 
again be full of the scent 
and colour of roses and 

sweet peas at the Societyôs Summer Show 
on Saturday 2nd July.  There are also 
classes for delphiniums, pansies, Sweet 
William, clematis, and pot plants, as well 
as for fruit and vegetables. Seven cups 
(including the new Ian Tolputt Cup for best 
exhibit) and significant prize money are on 
offer.   

Children 14 years and younger can enter 
vegetables, flowers they have grown 
themselves, a miniature garden in a small 
container, and biscuits. You do not have to 
be a member to exhibit.  

Bring your entries between 8.30am and 
10.45am. Schedules and entry forms will 
be available at the station, pharmacy, 
library and post office.  Full details are on 
the Societyôs website and in the membersô 
guide. The show will open to the public at 
2pm. Presentation of awards at 4.15pm.  
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We started way back in 1984 as a óyoung 
turksô side ï didnôt know a lot about the 
dancing but we leapt about with great 
enthusiasm, originally for a wedding 
celebration. 

Over the years we have evolved into an 
established side with a variety of dancers 
and musicians from all walks of life with a 
good standard of dance and music. 

You might have seen us out at the Street 
Fair taking turns with our friends in 
Wychwayz ï the Charlbury Border Morris 
side with the black faces. 

Having a good time is the reason for the 
effort we put into learning and practicing 
the dances and to put on a good show in 
the summer months. 

Morris Dancing is a local tradition with a 
history dating back to the 19th century 
and earlier with many dances and tunes 
recorded from this area of the Cotswolds . 

Practice in the winter can be demanding 
and helps keep us all fit ï youôll soon find 
out if you arenôt ! 

We usually end up at the pub for a social 
pint after but it is not compulsory. 

There are about twenty of us which 
ensures we have a pool of dancers to call 
on at any time to form a side ï usually 
about 10 or 12 of us  This avoids having 
to ask dancers to turn out when they have 
other commitments. We dance out with 
the Morris because it is so enjoyable. 

We are called Charlbury Morris but 
actually are Charlbury / Finstock Morris 
and currently have members living in 
Burford, Shipton, Witney, Oxford, Chippy 
as well as Finstock and Charlbury. 

We perform at a variety of events locally 
during the summer dancing season and 
have occasional visits further afield ï 
Bruges in Belgium next July. We have 
performed in Munich, Nerha in Spain, 
Bruges twice, Serra in Italy and Antwerp. 
We also have social events during the off 
season ï barn dances and pub evenings 
and join other sides for socials. 

We are a friendly social group and 
welcome new men to join us. If you think 
you would like to give it a go contact me ï 
Peter on 01608 811007 or 07971 
544020    

Email me at  peter-smith@talk21.com 

 
Individual & 
Inspired  é. 

 
Market St Charlbury  
Oxon OX7 3PL 

 
01608 811805 

tim@cotswoldframes.co.uk 



Charlbury Chronicle June 2016                                                                                                      17 

 

Wychwayz are a 
mixed Border Morris 
side based in 
Charlbury. We are a 
different tradition to 
Cotswold Morris and 

our origins are rooted in the Welsh border 
regions. Unlike the traditional white kit of 
the Cotswold Morris dancers we base our 
costume on the colour black and like many 
other Border sides we have  colourful 
ótattersô on a black coat; ours are 
individually chosen to add vibrancy of 
colour to the outfits.  

Then there is the face paint that we use.  
Historically the faces of Border Morris 
dancers are painted black.  Why black? 
Well no one is really sure some say it 
comes from the origins of the dance as a 
Moorish dance and certainly dancers at the 
times of Henry VII are known to have 
blackened faces.   

Another explanation which seems more 
likely is that the dancers formerly used to 
beg for money at the dance outs.  As this 
was illegal they wanted to disguise 
themselves, especially from their feudal 
daytime employers, and since in the 
borders they were often miners or charcoal 
burners they had a ready supply of soot. 
Blacks gained their name from their habit 
of blacking their faces when undertaking 
poaching raids.   

In fact blacking faces was often used by 
criminals and this led to The Black Act 
being passed by Parliament in 1723 which 
outlawed the practice of being óblacked 
upô.  In the forest it carried the death 
penalty.  Fortunately this has been 
repealed and we can now perform at the 
Forest Fair in Wychwood although the 
pheasant feathers in our hats are a 
reminder of the poaching days.   

Morris dancing is a living tradition, and like 
any tradition it survives by adapting and 
making itself relevant. Dancers are no 
longer begging farm labourers or miners ï 
they now perform for fun instead of 
money. The music has changed too, 

bringing in influences from other genres. 
Even the accordion, a characteristic 
instrument associated with Morris, has 
only been part of the tradition since its 
invention roughly 100 years ago. 

Another difference from Cotswold Morris is 
that we always use sticks and never 
handkerchiefs, and make as much noise as 
possible in our dances. The stick dances 
probably were derived from sword dances 
and can be quite boisterous so don't get 
too close!  

Our dances are sometimes based on what 
we know of traditional ones and are often 
named after the place from which they 
came such as the Evesham stick dance, 
although others may be dances made up 
recently by other Morris sides.   

Present day Morris dancing is still a very 
social activity; we regularly dance out with 
other sides often Cotswold Morris sides 
such as Charlbury or Ducklington Morris.   

In summer we can be found dancing at 
fetes and festivals.  My own hat is always 
very popular and is constantly evolving 
with changes in feathers and other 
additions.  We also try different ways to 
paint our faces. Wherever we dance in 
public we always attract attention and 
quite often are asked to pose for photos 
with people.   

We have quite a lot of dance outs this 
summer including the Wilderness Festival, 
the Forest Fair, and Street Fair finishing 
with Halloween at The Wychwood Brewery 
and at the Bell on Boxing Day. So you may 
well see us around.   

We always welcome new members, either 
as dancers or musicians, and as our 
dances were for ordinary people they are 
quite easy to learn with no experience 
required. We would especially welcome 
some younger dancers.   

If you want to try it just come along to the 
Shed on Tuesdays at 8.00 pm, find us 
afterwards in the Rose and Crown. 

Call Tony (01608 811022), Teresa (01608 
810934) 

email wychwayzmail@gmail.com.  To see 
us in action visit www.wychwayz.org 

Tony Merry 

mailto:wychwayzmail@gmail.com
http://www.wychwayz.org
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PATRICIA FREEMAN 
JEWELLER & SILVERSMITH 

  
Visitors and commissions welcomed 

Tuition by arrangement 
  

Tel: 01608 810360 
E: patriciafreeman5@ googlemail.com 
www. PatriciaFreemanSilversmith.com 

WINDOWS DOORS 
& CONSERVATORIES 
Full range of Energy Efficient 

Windows & Doors 
 

¶ Traditional Wooden 

¶ UPVC  Full Colour Range 

¶ Secondary Glazing 

¶ Box Sash 

¶ Composite & Bifold Doors 

¶ Conservatories 

¶ Fully guaranteed 

CHARLBURY FAIRMITRE 
TEL/FAX 01608 810966  
WORKSHOP/MOBILE 07977 

143006 
Old Post House, Market Street, 

Charlbury OX7 3PH 
www.fairmitreconservatories.co.uk 

 
Do you need help using an iPad, 
smartphone or tablet? Youth volunteers 
are offering free advice and use of 
community iPads provided by the Thomas 
Gifford Trust. The drop in sessions take 
place at the library every Saturday from 
11:00-12:00. You are very welcome to 
bring along your own device.  
 
The library will be displaying a special 
collection of books at Charlbury's flower 
festival celebrating the Queen's 90th 
birthday. The collection includes recent 
titles by well-known writers such as 
Douglas Hurd and A. N. Wilson, together 
with illustrated histories covering the life 
and times of Elizabeth II. The collection 
will be displayed at St Mary's from 
Wednesday 8th June until Sunday 12th 
June. The books will be displayed in the 
library after the festival and be available 
for borrowing. Happy Birthday Ma'am! 
 
Finally, I am pleased to announce that the 
title for this year's Summer Reading 

Challenge will be the Big Friendly Read. 
This year marks 100 years since the birth 
of Roald Dahl, the world's number one 
storyteller for children. The Big Friendly 
Read features some of Roald Dahl's best-
loved characters and the amazing artwork 
of his principal illustrator, Sir Quentin 
Blake. The Big Friendly Read will 
encourage reading on a giant scale and 
will highlight themes such as invention, 
mischief and friendship all of which are 
explored in Roald Dahl's most famous 
books. Children will be encouraged to 
expand on their own reading by exploring 
similar themes, fantastic facts, characters 
and stories across the best contemporary 
children's writing.   In fact, there will be 
celebrations for Roald Dahl 100 throughout 
2016, delivering a year packed with 
scrumdiddlyumpious treats and squiffling 
surprises for everyone.  

Sally Moore ï Library Manager  
 
Thanks, as ever, to all the volunteers, to 
Rosalind for coordinating our work, and to 
our key holders, especially Tim Widdows 
and his partner who are getting married 
soon. Congratulations and best wishes 
from Charlbury Library! 
Jill Judson ï Friends of Charlbury Library 
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Our films over the summer have 
something for everyone. In June, Tom 
Hanks and Mark Rylance are superb in 
Bridge of Spies.  In July we have a ChOC 
special when we screen the critically 
acclaimed, award winning documentary, 
They Will Have To Kill Us First: Malian 
Music in Exile, after which there will be a Q 
& A with the documentary's director, 
Johanna Schwartz.  And, in August, 
Brooklyn is our film of the month. 
 
All ChOC films are shown in the Memorial 
Hall.  Doors and our popular wine and 
beer bar open 45 minutes before the film 
screening or live event.  Admission is Ã5 / 
U15s Ã3 (when applicable). 

  
Sunday, 19th June at 7.30pm ï 
Bridge of Spies (Cert. 12A / 2hrs 
18mins).  
 

Tom Hanks and Mark Rylance, in his 
Oscar winning role as Rudolf Abel, star in 
this Coen Brothers scripted film based on 
real events.  During the Cold War, U.S. 
pilot Francis Gary Powers was captured by 
the Soviets after the shooting down of his 
U-2 spy plane. Sentenced to 10 years in 
prison, Powers' only hope was New York 
lawyer James Donovan (Tom Hanks), 
recruited by the CIA to negotiate his 
release in a prisoner exchange deal.   
 
Please note the date ï As the Queen's 90th 
Birthday Celebrations take place over the 
weekend of 11th/12th June along with 
Charlbury's Open Gardens and teas in the 
Memorial Hall, our film in June will be 
shown on the third Sunday of the month.  

 
Sunday, 10th July  2016 at 
7.30pm ï They Will Have to Kill 
Us First: Malian Music in Exile 
(Cert. 15 / 1hr 40mins) 

 
We are delighted that the film's director, 
Johanna Schwartz, named as one of 
the Leading Global Figures in 2015 by 
Foreign Policy, will be joining us for a 

Q&A session after the screening.  In the 
summer of 2012, a coalition of jihadist 
forces allied with Tuareg tribesmen overran 
the northern cities of Mali in West Africa, 
sparking global outrage. The world 
watched in anguish as Timbuktu, the 
legendary crossroads of culture deep in the 
interior, suffered a brutal puritan purge. 
Less widely chronicled was the Shariah-
based prohibition on performance, song 
and dance, a particularly cruel restriction 
in a land celebrated throughout the 
regionðand the worldðfor its music.   
 
ñSchwartzôs documentary details how 
several different Malian musicians struggle 
to survive the privations and strains of civil 
war and the ban on music and 
performance. For Malians particularly, such 
a ban is as monstrously absurd and as 
cruel as stopping Americans from watching 
television or Brits from complaining in 
queues.ò - Leslie Felperin / The Guardian 

 
Sunday, 14th August at 7.30pm ï 
Brooklyn (Cert.12 / 1hr 49mins) 
 

 
This lovely film, adapted from Colm 
T·ib²nôs equally lovely novel, revolves 
around Irish immigrant, Ellis Lacey 
(Saoirse Ronan), in 1950s New York 
who falls for a tough Italian plumber 
(Emory Cohen), but faces temptation 
from another man (Domhnall Gleeson) 
when she returns to her homeland for a 
visit.  
 
ñpulse-quickeningly goodò - Tim Robey / 
The Telegraph   
ñmoving, emotionally intelligentò - Mark 
Kermode / The Guardian 
 
 

ChOC AGM 

 
The ChOC AGM takes place on Wednesday, 
22nd June in the Corner House. If you are 
interested in film and would like to join our 
team of volunteers please do come along 
and enjoy a glass of wine with us. 
 
 

Jackie Hague 
email: secretary.chocfilms@gmail.com 



Charlbury Chronicle June 2016                                                                                                      20 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Probus Club meets on the first Wednesday 
of each month over lunch at Witney Lakes 
Resort.  Following lunch we have a guest 
speaker.  A wide range of subjects is 
covered.   
 
In March Mike Summers gave us a 
fascinating talk on the history of 
computers and their development to their 
almost indispensable role they hold today; 
in May Derek Collett gave a talk on ñNigel 
Balchin ï Novelist, Screenwriter and 
Industrial Psychologistò and in June we 
look forward to a presentation from Mrs 
Wiseman entitled ñWinston Churchill and 
Blenheim Palaceò. 
 
We are already planning our outings for 
this year; our annual trip to the Watermill 
Theatre will be to see Gershwin'sô ñCRAZY 
FOR YOUò and we are hoping to arrange a 
day trip to Stratford-upon-Avon to include 
lunch on a boat, whilst cruising on the 
Avon.  Wives, partners and friends will of 
course be invited.  So plenty to which to 
look forward.  
 
Probus is a social club aiming to promote 
and encourage a spirit of friendship within 
the local community.  
 
New members are always welcome and 
we look forward to applications from men, 
from Charlbury and the surrounding 
districts, whether long time residents or 
newcomers to the area.   
 
We also maintain a list of Friends of 
Probus of ex-partners or others who wish 
to be invited to our various outings. Donôt 
hesitate to contact us. 
 
 
Steve Cavell, Flat 6 Wychwood House, 

Enstone Rd, Charlbury OX7 3QR.  

Telephone 01608 811504 or email 

Stephen.cavell@yahoo.co.uk 

 

In March we held our 
AGM where Pat Hill  
stood down as 
President.  Louise 
Cashman was 
unanimously voted as our new President.  
Well done Louise and thanks to Pat for all 
her work. 

In June there will be a talk on Paper 
Cutting, by Christine Green, a tutor at 
Denman College, who has been cutting for 
five years and has developed a technique 
which even the most non creative person 
can enjoy. Should be interesting! 

Weôll be attending the Charlbury Beer 
Festival in June for the 2nd year.  Look out 
for our newly purchased gazebo in 
Womenôs Institute purple.  Following the 
success of ITVôs wartime drama, óHome 
Firesô about WI members in Cheshire, 
weôll be having a wartime theme to our 
stall. Do please drop by. 

In July we will be holding our Summer 
BBQ in the garden at The Corner House. 
WI neighbours from Spelsbury and 
Chadlington have been invited.  This 
would be a good opportunity for anyone 
who has been thinking of joining 
Charlbury WI to come along and have a 
pleasant evening and chat with members. 

There is no formal meeting in August but 
instead we will be enjoying a local walk 
(not too strenuous!) and pub meal so will 
be hoping for a nice summerôs evening. 

Details about any of these events can be 
found on the Charlbury website, while 
information about all sorts of WI related 
matters can be had by following our 
Facebook page (Charlbury WI, 
Oxfordshire). 

If youôve been thinking of joining 
Charlbury WI, then please do come along 
and try one of our meetings as a 
visitor. We meet on the 3rd Wednesday of 
the month in the Cornbury Suite behind 
The Bell at 7.30pm.   

Details of forthcoming WI meetings and 
Yack & Yarn sessions (first Tuesday of the 
month, also at The Bell) can be found on 
the Charlbury website, or contact Louise 
Cashman (President) on (01608) 676995. 
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Street Fairð 

17 September 
 

Theme 

The theme this year is ñOnce Upon a 
Yearò.   There are so many anniversaries 
this year, it will be easy to find something 
to dress up as!    Itôs 400 years since 
Shakespeare died, 50 years of the Rolling 
Stones, 50 years since we won the World 
Cup, 40 years of CADS and perhaps 60 
years of Street Fairs and of course HM 
Queenôs 90th birthday! 

 

Street Fair Fun Run and Walk 

The annual 5k & 10k still needs someone to 
help organise this - so if you can help out, 
please contact Susie Finch at 
susanna_finch@hotmail.com.  Hopefully this 
will be held through the glorious Cornbury 
Park subject to the kind permission of Lord & 
Lady Rotherwick. 

STREET FAIR NEEDS YOU 

COME AND JOIN US!  

If you enjoy Street Fair, come and get 
involved and help us to make it even better!  
Give us the benefit of your ideas!  There are 
so many ways in which you can help ï just a 
few hours can mean so much!  Please get in 
touch with Susie Finch (email address 
above). 

Please note that we have applied for Road 
Closure of Church Street in the evening of 16 
September for Egg Throwing  and on 17 
September for Church Street/part of Park 
Street (9amð11.30pm) and Sheep Street 
for just the afternoon. 

If you need further information, please go to 
www.charlburystreetfair.org 

We are so lucky to have numerous festivals in Charlbury and surrounding areas, and here 
the Beer Festival, Cornbury Festival, the Field & Country Fair, Riverside Festival, Wilderness, 
and Street Fair give us some information on what is to come.   We tempted you with the 
dates and a taster in the last issue, but here are the finer details. 

Getting Spaced 
Out at the 
Charlbury Beer 
Festival 
 
 
 

As the Charlbury Beer Festival 
approaches its twentieth birthday, weôre 
continuing to evolve, and we hope that 
visitors to this yearôs festival will notice 
further improvements to our set-up.  

The most obvious of these will be that 
weôre moving to the Cricket Clubôs main 
field, adjacent to their second field where 
weôve been for the past few years.  

As the festival keeps on growing, with 
more and more things happening (live 
music, food stalls, the World Aunt Sally 
Open Singles Championship, childrenôs 
activities, and the Culture Club tent with 
its programme of workshops, talks and 
comedy), weôve become aware that 
sometimes people enjoying an activity in 
one marquee are distracted by the 
laughter from an adjoining marquee, or 
the applause from another.  

We hope that the new site will allow all 
the different activities a bit more space to 
breathe. 

And in case itôs not in your diary yet: the 
nineteenth annual Charlbury Beer Festival 
takes place at Charlbury Cricket Club ï 
just over the road from the station ï on 
Saturday 25 June, from midday to 
late.  

Please visit our website, 
www.charlburybeerfestival.org, for full 
details.  

Edward Fenton 

Festival time in Charlbury  



Charlbury Chronicle June 2016                                                                                                      22 



Charlbury Chronicle June 2016                                                                                                      23 

Festival time in Charlbury  

23-24 July 2016 
 

Free fun for all the 
family  
Riverside Festival is 

the perfect place for all the family to enjoy 
Oxfordshire's finest musical talent.  
óRiverside has always had a special feel 
and atmosphere to it,ô says festival 
organiser Andy Pickard: óPeople return 
every year because they had so much fun 
there as youngsters and now want to share 
that experience with their children. Being 
held on an idyllic island in the Cotswolds 
always helps, as well as being free!ô 
 
The festival has certainly grown since it 
began life 21 years ago. It now boasts 
more than 40 acts playing everything from 
folk music to blues, rock, ska and hip hop, 
attracting thousands of music lovers of all 
ages, and yet Riverside is still the 
friendliest, most relaxed music festival in 
Oxfordshire and, astonishingly, still 
completely FREE to enter.  
Andy is particularly excited by this yearôs 
headline bands ï five-piece Oxford band 
Neverland (formerly Balloon Ascents), who 
head the Saturday bill, and Sunday 
headliners, Sªedly Dorus and the Hoolie 
Band whose disco ceilidh sound will be a 
great festival finale. Also be sure to catch 
two Riverside favourites, The Epstein and 
Leader and newcomers American country 
rock band Speedbuggy USA.   
Riverside is very much a family event. 
Young festival goers can try their hand at a 
range of creative crafts and activities 
fashion their own headgear in the Mad Mini 
Milliners, join in free music workshops, 
explore nature with the Little Wild Things 
and learn bushcraft skills with the 
Wilderness Pioneers. 

Whistle whetters 
Local brewer Wychwood is once again 
producing an exclusive handcrafted 
traditional bitter for the Riverside Festival. 
If you can devise a suitably taste-tingling 
name you could pick up a yearôs supply of 
Hobgoblin beer from the Wychwood 
Brewery in Witney. To enter simply email 
your idea for the beerôs name to 
beer@riversidefestival.charlbury.com, by 

midnight on Saturday 25 June. Entrants 
must be aged 18 or over. 
In addition to the Riverside bar, the 
popular Pimmôs and Tins tent returns along 
with the Riverside Gin & Tonic lounge. 
Junior festival goers can get tasty thirst-
quenchers from the Punch and Juicy Bar 
whilst their parents enjoy a really good 
cuppa at the Pre-School Tea and Cakes 
tent. There is also a wide assortment of 
stalls selling traditional festival fodder from 
burgers and pizzas to curries, noodles and 
a hog roast.  

The Riverside community 
Riverside Festival would not exist, and 
certainly would not be free, without the 
huge band of local volunteers who make it 
happen. Charlbury Primary School and the 
Beer Festival help with equipment, 
Charlburyôs Pre-School provides teas, and 
the local recycling group ensures that 99% 
of Riversideôs waste doesn't go to 
landfill. Last year West Oxfordshire District 
Council gave Riverside Festival an Inclusive 
Award in recognition of its work to ensure 
the festival is open and welcoming to 
people of all abilities whether they be 
volunteers working at the festival, 
performers or, most importantly, the 
audience. Riverside has a special 
relationship with mental health charity 
Mind and this year more than 100 papier 
mache dogs will be kennelled for the 
weekend on the Mill Field as part of a 
major art installation devised by artist Tom 
Campbell on behalf of the charity. The 
dogs are being created at The Mill Centre 
on Cowley Road and decorated by 
Oxfordshire residents and celebrities 
before being sold to good homes to raise 
funds for Oxfordshire Mind. 
As well as papier mache dogs,  this yearôs 
Riverside Festival will be welcoming Mad 
Hatters, so break out the boater, pull on 
your panama, or create your own sun 
bonnet and head down to Charlburyôs Mill 
Field. More information at 
www.riversidefestival.charlbury.com  
 
Sorry, no dogs, other than assistance dogs 
and those of the papier mache variety! 
Saturday 23 July (12pm ï 10pm)  
Sunday 24 July (11am-8pm) 
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Festival time in Charlbury  

8-10 July, Great Tew 

Join All Saints, Bryan Ferry, Seal, James 
Morrison and Jamie Cullum at the stunning 
Great Tew Estate this July. Festival director 
Hugh Phillimore says the line-up is one of 
the best yet: óTo have both Bryan Ferry 
and Jamie Cullum at Cornbury is a real 
treat for me. Weôre also particularly thrilled 
to have Wilko Johnson back after his 
farewell performance in 2013. We now take 
credit for saving his life (he met cancer 
surgeon Charlie Chan backstage at 
Cornbury). I wept from the side of his set 
back then and Iôll probably do it again! 

The line-up 

Rock ónô roll survivor Wilko is one of the 
Friday highlights along with the ever 
popular Jamie Cullum, 80ôs acid jazz 
pioneers Soul II Soul, R&B troubadour 
Lemar, and Ska veterans The Beat. All 
Saints, Corinne Bailey Rae and Booker T 
join the Saturday bill topped by the most 
elegant man in music Bryan Ferry, along 
with Gabrielle Aplin, revered alt-country 
star Lucinda Williams and Lighthouse 
Family frontman Tunde. 

After his triumph as surprise special guest 
last year, Seal returns with his own 
headline slot on Sunday. Joining Seal are 
Cornbury favourites The Shires, along with 
celebrated singer-songwriter James 
Morrison, guitar virtuoso Newton Faulkner 
and 60s rock combo The Zombies.  

The Festivalôs comedy stage will feature 
cutting edge acts from the British stand-up 
circuit including Dane Baptiste, Carl 
Donnelly, Ed Gamble and Nish Kumar; and 
donôt miss the Riverside stage run by the 
team behind Charlburyôs Riverside Festival. 
Big bands and raucous rhythms dominate 
the Riverside stage this year from gangster 
swing to funky folk, jumping jazz, gypsy 

punk, strutting ska and good old fashioned 
rock ónô roll. Headliners The Peerless 
Pirates, Mayhem and Saedly Dorus and The 
Hoolie Band are all big hitters on the 
Oxford music scene. 

Family fun 

Apart from the fantastic something for 
everyone line-up, families return again and 
again to the festival because of its relaxed 
safe atmosphere, activity-packed kids zone 
and the beautiful campsites nestled in the 
estateôs rolling hills. 

The Kidsô Zone is a colourful, friendly space 
right in the middle of the festival, in sight 
of the main stage, so families can drop in 
and out whilst seeing all the festival 
highlights. And, unlike other festivals, all 
activities are free - there is no need to 
book in advance, just turn up and join in. 

As well as an impressive range of free arts 
and crafts activities, youngsters can learn 
to play the ukulele, create songs, find their 
inner rhythm at the samba drumming 
workshops or pick up new disco moves. 
There are childrenôs theatre and puppet 
shows and the ever-popular circus skills 
workshop. 

New this year is the Mayflower Project 
Teen Tent, a comfortable and safe setting 
where young festival goers can take part in 
workshops to learn new skills or just hang 
out with friends.  

Tickets start from Ã70 for an adult day 
ticket, Ã10 for a child; and Ã170 for an 
adult weekend ticket, Ã30 for a child, with 
under threes free.  

All tickets are available from 
cornburymusicfestival.com, where you will 
also find timetables for the regular 
shuttlebus service from Charlbury station 
to and from the festival site. If you want to 
avoid booking charges, you can now buy 
non-camping Cornbury Music Festival 
tickets from Chipping Norton Theatreôs box 
office - book in person or over the phone 
on 01608 642350. 

Kathryn Custance 

http://www.cornburymusicfestival.com/
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Meals on Wheels prepares and delivers meals on Tuesdays to residents of Charlbury, 
Chadlington and Stonesfield.   Meals now cost Ã3 delivered. 
 
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED:   Are you new to Charlbury and looking for  ways to 
become involved in the community? This is an important service and relies on local people 
to drive, or to cook, or to help in any way to keep it  going.   Please ring Marjorie Glasgow 
on 01608 810161 or Jan Griffiths on 01608 810440 if you can help.    We are also accepting 
names of new recipients for our waiting list.   Please ring Marjorie.  

Whet your appetite for Wilderness. The 
gastronomic dreamland with a lake at its 
centre and all untold delights popping 
under the ancient trees. 

Before Wilderness, festivals didnôt offer 
forests or feasts. No one knew of a festival 
where you woke early to swim, or stayed 
late to learn. The story of Wilderness is 
one of gently rolling back the steel fences 
and quietly asking people of all ages to live 
together for one weekend; a story of 
exploring the widest lens of cultural 
ambition and inviting the outdoors back 
into the heart of the artistic experience. 

This year, we have the ógreatest lead 
singer of all timeô (Rolling Stone) to 
headline the show. Robert Plant and the 
Sensational Space Shifters will be playing 
a set of new material and Led Zep classics 
on Friday night. 

Saturday night is presided over by the 
colourful folktronic group Crystal Fighters 
ï followed of course by the Saturday Night 
Spectacle. Last year 52 performers were 
suspended in a net while a giant robot 
strolled through the crowd. Sunday night ï 
the finale ï is a show by American 
surrealists The Flaming Lips. 

This is the capital of culture and escapism: 
with woodland theatre and valley parties, 
comedy nights and debating sessions, a 

Sanctuary brimming with wellbeing 
pursuits, classes and workshops. Add 
moonlit hot tubs, afternoon cricket 
matches, spectacles, dance, opera, 
literature, theatre; rock stars and star 
chefs, jazz legends and headline speakers. 

Roy Ayers presented by Ronnie Scotts, 
Derrick Carter does Disco, Goldie and The 
Heritage Orchestra perform Timeless, The 
Flaming Lips, Parov Stelar, The V&A, 
Arcola Theatre, Rambert, Les Enfant 
terrible, Sadlerôs Wells and a great deal 
more. 

There are Long Table Banquets at the 
hands of Raymond Blanc, Skye Gyngell 
and Virgilio Martinez. Feasts from Hix, 
Petersham, Pitt Cue, Patty&Bun and Moro, 
an intimate, lakeside Chefôs Table and 
many other beautiful things to tuck into 
and sip.  

Wake early to swim, stay late to learn, 
dance among the trees, rub shoulders and 
share food at the feasts. The multi-award 
winning festival "where art, intellectualism 
and fantastic gastronomy share equal 
billing with musicò (The Guardian) is held 
in Cornbury Park ï the ancient, private 
nature reserve where you are invited to 
run wild and roam free. 

Wilderness is waiting for you. Are you 
ready? 

Festival time in Charlbury  
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The Southill team is 
absolutely delighted with 
the hundreds of local 
people who have invested 
in our sunny future!  The 
number of ñIôm inò posters 

does not reflect the hundreds of Charlbury 
people who have committed to the 
project.  If you havenôt got yours yet, just 
let us know and weôll get one to you. 

Southill Community Energy (SCE)  is 
pleased to announce that it now has 
construction finance and the Southill Solar 
farm will start on site in July, allowing 
completion in time to meet its FIT target 
date of 6 September.  

This follows agreement (subject to 
contract) with Solarcentury ï our 
nominated contractor - to use its own 
funds to complement those raised by SCE 
to date. 

With equity standing at Ã850,000 at the 
time of writing, SCE will have sufficient 
funds including loans from other coops, 
Resonance and a lending bank to be able 
to repay Solarcentury by early September, 
when it will take possession of the 
completed site. 

However, weôre still keen to promote local 
ownership and to raise equity from 
investors seeking to create social, 
environmental and community impact as 
well as making a healthy return on their 
investment. 

This means that Ethex will allocate the 
funds raised by 6th May so that the funds 
can be used towards the construction.  We 
will keep the share offer open until 31st 
August. 

All those who have invested to date, and 
any investor lodging funds after 6th May, 
will know that 100% of their funds will see 
this project through to success.   

And success will include starting on our 
planting plans for a wildflower meadow, 
orchards, bees and honey and more!  

Since the Paris Agreement in December 
2015, the world is undergoing an energy 
revolution.  Itôs good to know that 
Charlbury, Finstock and Fawler are playing 
their small part.                       Liz Reason 

The good news is that 
there was a brilliant 
response following our 
request for toad patrol 
volunteers in the March 
edition of this 
newsletter,  so a big 
óthank youô to all of them;  the bad news 
is that we saw only 52 live toads and we 
were too late for 14.  
 
This is not the total number of all the 
toads making their way to their ancestral 
breeding pond but those who choose to 
crawl during the early hours of darkness 
when the rush-hour traffic is at its 
greatest.  The fact that there were so 
many volunteers this year meant that not 
only did they lighten the load of óthe fewô 
but it made the drivers slow down as they 
became more aware of what was going 
on.  
 
We had been worried at the suggestion 
that some of the habitats in our area had 
been destroyed by farmers clearing trees 
but it seems that low toad numbers are a 
nation-wide feature.  Maybe the toads 
which survived this year will proliferate 
and we shall have many more next year.  
This year certainly was strange;  whereas 
in the past we have seen toads 
continually from mid-February onwards, 
this year after the initial desultory 
arrivals, there was a long gap till late 
March and everything had finished by mid 
April.   
 
This year is strange for other species.  As 
I write on May 1st there are no swallows, 
swifts and house martins.  I havenôt seen 
a live hedgehog for 20 years and this is in 
an area where there were so many, we 
used to hear their noisy rootling 
frequently.   
 
Maybe, we should be more aware of what 
we are doing to other species when we 
build walls and put netting on our gates 
and fences in order to keep the rabbits 
out and our dogs in.  What is being 
deprived of their ancient rights of way 
and what suffering are we inadvertently 
causing? 
 

Hilary Stacey 
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West Oxfordshire 
United Nations 
Association is the local 
branch of the United 

Nations Association which has a long 
history of supporting, not unquestioningly, 
the work of the United Nations. The UNA 
has an important monitoring and 
observational role, including and 
especially on controversial issues such as 
membership of the UN Security Council 
and the process for electing the Secretary 
General of the UN. 

The West Oxfordshire Branch, part of the 
Southern Counties region network, is 
based in Charlbury and exists here as a 
legacy of the passion and commitment to 
world affairs of former UNA Director 
Malcolm Harper. He and his wife Ann 
hosted many meetings, often in their 
home in Church Lane, inviting people he 
had met on his travels in the UK, Africa 
and throughout the world to give 
insightful, if often disturbing, first hand 
accounts of their experiences and 
observations.  

On one memorable occasion women 
visitors came from Somaliland  to discuss 
the challenges of stocking the library at 
their new university and  developing 
opportunities for women. This was at a 
time when Somalia was primarily reported 
in terms of incidents of piracy in the 
British press.  

The WOUNA branch has continued to meet 
since the unexpected death of Malcolm 
Harper three years ago. The previous 
Chairman, Brian Hodgson, who gave so 
much to the group had also sadly died a 
few years earlier. These men were 
irreplaceable but the group concluded that 
it should continue as a forum for first 
hand information and discussion of world 
affairs.  

With the support of Malcolm's widow Ann, 
we continue a programme which includes 
fundraising activities such as card sales, 
coffee mornings and our Street Fair stall. 
We also continue to sell Zaytoun products 
as a means of offering support to 
Palestinian olive growers who experience 

serious difficulties with trading from their 
groves on the West Bank. Joint purchasing 
with Oxfam in Oxford has helped to keep 
our prices down. Please contact Ann 
Harper at The Cottages, Church Street or 
the Fair Trade stall at St Mary's Church if 
you wish to purchase olive oil or other 
products such as soap.  

We have been fortunate in being able to 
find speakers because West Oxfordshire 
has an unusual number of residents who 
have focused their lives on world 
development issues. We are able to hold 
several meetings each year at which local 
people share their reflections on their area 
of expertise and first hand experience. We 
ask them to be mindful of the UN 
Sustainable Development Goals, which 
have succeeded the better known 
Millennium  Development Goals, but are 
seeking speakers' personal views. Talks 
are followed by questions and sharing of 
opinions and this is usually a very 
interesting and informed part of the 
meeting. Sir John Birch's talk on The 
Challenge of Russia - What is Putin up to? 
gave his large WOUNA  AGM audience 
reason to watch events unfolding in Syria 
with real, if worrying, insight.  

Our local UNA branch also links with other 
organisations with compatible aims to 
increase our combined impact. We have 
sent joint letters to The Prime Minister and 
the Foreign Secretary following shared 
peace vigils with Churches Together in 
Charlbury in support of Gaza; members 
have also attended Amnesty meetings in 
Chipping Norton. We are also sympathetic 
to groups such as the Charlbury Refugee 
Action Group which have formed in West 
Oxfordshire in response to the recent 
crises.  

Our next meeting is on June 8th when 
Charlbury resident Neil Pakenham-Walsh 
will speak about his work disseminating 
health care information internationally - 
"People are dying for lack of knowledge: 
Healthcare Information For All and the 
role of the WHO" in the Morris Room, 
Corner House, 8pm, Admission Free. 
There is no local membership fee for 
WOUNA but we suggest that regular 
attenders join the national United Nations 
Association via their easy to use website 
www.una.org.uk.  

We look forward to welcoming you!  
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As transcribed by Barbara Allison with kind 
permission of the Foster family.  

Mary Jones wrote regularly to her daughter 
May, who lived near Boston in Lincolnshire 
with her husband and little son. Mary was the 
wife of George Joshua Jones, a well-known 
Charlbury baker and confectioner, who was 
on the parish and district councils, as well as 
other public bodies. They were deeply 
involved with the Methodist Church, where 
Cliff their son played the organ.   
Maryôs letters mention her other surviving 
children: Kit, who was the teacher at the tiny 
village school in Idbury, and Ethel who was a 
nurse in Oxford.   

Here are extracts from some of her letters in 
the winter of 1923-24, when she was 75, and 
had been married for 50 years. They give us 
a glimpse of her life, her interest in her family 
and their health, how she saw outside events 
impact on the community, and community 
events 
 
Monday 21st Jan [1924] 
My dears all 
So the railway driversô strike has really 
begun, only as yet in a partial way thank 
goodness. There was a train each way this 
morning, but very likely Kit may have to cycle 
home by way of Milton-it depends what 
information she could glean on her way this 
morning. And such a wet day here. About the 
little darlingôs constipation I hardly know 
what would be best to keep that right. 
Treacle is a fine thing to regulate some folks. 
You might try a little with his breakfast and 
tea. Spread some on a small slice of bread 
without butter. It will soak in & he is sure to 
like it, and will not be messy 

Father went to the tradesmen's ball at 
Cornbury. A great many there, and 
everything very grand. Connie went but Cliff 
did not. They got home at 3am in the 
morning 

There were no newspapers come by train this 
morning. The Daily News regular supply came 
in a Motorvan, Other customers had to do 
without. A wicked strike it is without a doubt, 
and all because about 40 firemen are asked 
to do with Ã6 a week wages instead of Ã7.  

Another thing I think of is to get the darling 
to eat the fat of meat. Donôt mention the 
word fat, that sometimes revolts children, call 
it óWhite meatô, he will soon prefer it. Do you 
remember Aggie Fidler was like that? And I 
remember another child who liked ówhite 
meatô 

[from Kit] 

Yes! Just got home, cycling through mud & 
rain & a face wind from Idbury begorr! & wet 
through for the 2nd time today. I reckon I 
earn my little bit of corn. Arenôt strikes 
wicked? This is my 3rd experience in 4 years! 
Ah well, thanks be for being able to bike. 
What you lose in strength you gain in peace 
of mind! I couldnôt have not gone with 40 
children waiting for me could I? Lots to say 
when thereôs breathing space. Love to you 3 
ï we 3. 

Tuesday [29th January 1924] 
My dears all 
We got your letter Monday morning. They 
have to come all by road now! I think from 
Oxford. We shall be glad when this wretched 
strike is over. Last week Kit had to cycle 
home each day, but this week the ófiveô train 
from [missing] is running, but in the morning 
Cliff takes her in the car, for no ódownô train 
runs before 12 oclock. 

Of course, people say she might sleep at 
Idbury, & perhaps she could at the Rectory or 
the manor, but then she would be neither a 
Visitor nor a lodger, & she could not offer 
them money for her board, so she prefers to 
come home each day however bad the 
journey may be.  

What a lot of bad weather you have had too. 
Hope it will soon be better. Very fortunately 
we had plenty of coal in for there is none to 
be had at the Wharf.  
Love from all and more to follow Your Mother 

Tuesday [?5th February, 1924] 
My dears all 
The strike was over early last week, so Kit 
was able to take her daily journey as usual, 
and I hope to goodness the Dockers wonôt 
strike as the Railway men have promised to 
support them. I think that is owing to Mr 
Thomas having no longer control, and the 
new President being a ówilder óman.  It is a 
poor lookout. 
There is a rough cold drying wind today, 
always a dismal sound. But Aunt Annie came 
out in it, she will be nipped one of these days 
and get pneumonia being so venturesome. 
And will be 85 in May. Cousin Lott will be 84 
in June, so we are a bunch of old people 
hereabouts. 
I sent a paper for you to see the 
Congratulations [on their Golden Wedding 
anniversary]. I suppose it got mentioned up 
street. We had your plum pudding and Cliff 
and Phyllis came up for tea.  Con had a bad 
cold so did not come up lest it should be 
catching. Hope the darling is well & your 
dear selves too 
Much love from all, Your loving Mother 
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The 2015-16 season of evening talks 
ended with the AGM on 13 May and the 
Society was well supported by members 
and visitors at each talk, with attendance 
ranging from 45-60 people. The quality 
and variety of talks has been good and 
commented on favourably by many 
attendees.  

Some people attending the talks had 
commented that presenters could not 
always be heard so we investigated how to 
resolve the problem and now are trying a 
lapel microphone in the hope that people 
can hear more easily. Let us know if it 
works for you! 

The Charlbury Society Committee has 
worked hard this year to ensure the 
smooth running of the Society and Iôm 
always slightly surprised that each 
committee member understands exactly 
what needs to be done and when. 
Everything is so well coordinated and the 
team just seem to make it  happen ï my 
grateful thanks to them all. 

Two members of the Committee stood 
down at the AGM; Joan Belshaw, 
Secretary, and Ann Davidson, 
Refreshments and Publicity. Sincere thanks 
go to them for all their hard work over the 
past five years. John Harrison has agreed 
to take on the publicity mantel and Ann 
has agreed to still look after refreshments 
as a co-opted member although she would 
like some help on the evenings of the 
talks. As I write this piece I am hopeful 
that in the next edition of the Chronicle I 
will be able to report new Committee 
Members following the AGM. 

The success of the Charlbury Society, as 
with many other local societies, relies on 
the involvement of local volunteers to plan 
events, arrange publicity, act as secretary 
to the meetings, negotiate with potential 
speakers, plan outings, provide 
refreshments at talks, and so on.  

The Charlbury Society Committee works 
on your behalf to provide the kind of 
society and speakers that you find 
interesting.  

You can help us in two ways by: 

Á Providing feedback about the speakers 
youôve heard, speakers you could 
recommend and the programme 
generally. All constructive feedback is 
welcome. 

Á Volunteering to be a part of the 
Committee or just helping out on the 
talks evenings. The commitment is not 
huge but does require consistency. 
There are currently just five committee 
members supported by the President of 
the Charlbury Society, The Museum 
Curator and the Leader of the Historical 
Research Group. Please consider being 
part of this friendly, hard working group 
who try hard to bring something of 
interest to the townôs activities. 

The Charlbury Society has arranged its 
summer visit to Coventry Cathedral 
followed by a guided tour of Aston Hall in 
Birmingham and this will take place on 
Wednesday 15 June 2016. Look out for the 
notices and make sure you book your 
place early. The Charlbury Society and 
Museum is also planning its stand for the 
Wychwood Forest Fair which is held on the 
first Sunday in September. Itôs a good 
time to find out about next seasonôs 
programme and more about how the 
Society works and what its interests are. If 
you plan to be there do come and visit our 
stand in the Marquee ï thereôs bound to be 
something to look at and a Committee 
member to talk to about your local history 
interests. 

In the meantime, our programme of talks 
for the 2016-17 programme is finalised 
and includes talks on topics such as the 
gunpowder plot, CPRE and threats to the 
countryside, a Spencer Love Affair - a few 
just to whet your appetite so I look 
forward to seeing some of you at our 
forthcoming events and meetings later on 
in the year. 

Anne Lawson-Porter  
Chair of the Charlbury Society 
E mail: kennap@talktalk.net 
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TOWN NEWS JANUARY TO MAY 1916 

 
WAR NEWS  

 
The local branch of the National Farmers' 
Union held a fund-raising event in 
February at the Bell Hotel for the British 
Farmers' Red Cross Fund - a sale of live 
and dead stock.  One feature was the 
presence of the well-known lamb of Mr 
Geech of Burford (a fine type of 
Oxford Down), which has been sold and 
resold several hundred times and has thus 
raised about Ã560.  At Charlbury it raised 
Ã36 10s.  With the ladies' sale in the Town 
Hall of clothing, millinery, groceries, 
provisions, furniture etc,  the amount 
raised was Ã550. 
 
Between January and May the following 
deaths have been reported:  Henry Hall 
Norton (wounded at Gallipoli, died on 
27th January in a military hospital in 
Alexandria in Egypt);  Jim Kerwood who 
had family connections at Walcot Farm 
(killed on 6th February by a shell);  
George Crump, gardener of Chilson 
(who died of cerebro-spinal fever in 
Aldershot Military Hospital);  William 
Buckland of Yew Tree Cottage, Sheep 
Street (killed in action on 16th May in 
France);  Christopher Dyke of Hazeldene 
Cottage (killed in action on 6th April in the 
attack on Sanniyat in Mesopotamia).   
These names bring the number of deaths 
of men from the parish to nineteen since 
August 1914. 
 
 
DEATH OF MR J MARSHALL STURGE JP 
Mr Sturge, who has died aged 77, bore a 
great part in the Emancipation of the 
Slaves and was the close friend of Bright 
and Cobden.  Among his most vivid 
memories was that of hearing his uncle 
Joseph's account of the deputation of 
Quakers to the Czar just before the 
Crimean War.  After a period in the 
Montserrat Legislature, he spent his last 
years in Charlbury and loved everything 
that belonged to outdoor life, with an 
unusual knowledge of birdlife. 

 
Findings of the Charlbury Society 
Historical Research Group 

 
This true story provides a rare glimpse 
into the rather gentlemanly way in which 
legal business was conducted in these 
parts in the late eighteenth century. 

One day in November 1792 Edward 
Smith, yeoman of Walcot, went with John 
Holloway, a miller from Charlbury, to 
transact some business with Thomas 
Winter, an attorney in Chipping Norton. 
While they were there Mr Smith asked Mr 
Winter if he would prepare his will for 
him, and Mr Winter said he would do it 
when he pleased. So on 27 February 
1793 Mr Smith returned to Chipping 
Norton and gave instructions for his will 
to Mr Winter, which the latter 'reduced 
into writing'.  'Some time later' he gave 
this writing to one Edward Matthews of 
Chipping Norton, who occasionally drew 
drafts for him. 

Some time in March Edward Matthews 
received a visit from Mr Winter's clerk, 
who said that his employer had gone out 
and 'he was in want of some writing to go 
on with'. So as Edward Matthews was 
busy he gave him the draft of Mr Smith's 
will, which he said he had begun, and told 
him to finish it, which the clerk duly did. 

Some time in April, Mr Winter's clerk 
happened to see Mr Smith at market in 
Chipping Norton. He told him his will was 
drawn out and suggested he went down 
to Mr Winter's to have it read over to him. 
Mr Smith asked whether Mr Winter was at 
home, and on being told he was, he went 
to see him straight away and asked to 
have the will read. Mr Winter however 
said 'he had better take it Home and read 
it at his leisure' and that if he wanted to 
change anything it could be done when 
he brought it back. So Mr Smith took his 
draft will home where,  like me more than 
two centuries later, he probably spent 
long hours struggling to decipher the 
crossings out, insertions and 
abbreviations with which the six-page 
document is riddled. It might not have 
been for nothing that Mr Winter had  
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entrusted this important task to Mr 
Matthews rather than his own clerk. 

On 1 May Mr Smith returned, once again 
in company with the miller from 
Charlbury, 'and pulling from his Pocket 
the said draft of his said Will', handed it 
over to Mr Winter, who asked if he 
approved of it, and he said that he did. So 
the will was left with Mr Winter to be 
finalised. However, when some 5 weeks 
later Mr Smith enquired if his will was 
ready for signature, Mr Winter, evidently 
not the kind of lawyer who liked to do 
things in a hurry, 'answered it was not fair 
copied but that it should be when he 
pleased' . Whereupon Mr Smith replied 'let 
it be done by the next time I come to 
Market and I will call and Sign it'. This 
was on 5 June. But on 8 June Mr Smith 
suddenly died and the will remained 
unsigned. 

This naturally caused a lot of bother, 
because an affidavit (from which I have 
been quoting) became necessary to prove 
the veracity of the will, and a citation also 
had to be produced to give Mr Smith's 
beneficiaries a chance to object to the will 
being placed in the hands of his 
executors. Only then could probate finally 
be granted. 
 
Have you made your will? 

Linda Mowat 

50+ LOW IMPACT AEROBICS CLASS 
 

Low impact exercise can improve 
your health and fitness without 

stressing your joints.   
Every Friday morning from 9.30 to 
10.30am. in the Memorial Hall, 

Charlbury.    
 

Ã4 per class.  Turn up on the day or 
phone Sue on 07745 501364 

BLENHEIM TAXIS 
Rob Casey - Proprietor 

Local/National       Airport Transfers 
Complimentary Wi-Fi 

 

07773 000 444 
www.blenheimtaxis.com   

email: enquiries@blenheimtaxis.com             
All major credit cards accepted 

Salon Copenhagen 
 

3 Pendle Court, Pond Hill, Stonesfield OX29 8PZ 

Telephone (01993) 891101 
 

Unisex hairdressing salon in 
Stonesfield 

 

We are a Wella and Tigi appointed salon and all 
aspects of hairdressing are undertaken 

 

Ladies, gentlemen and children catered for 
Sally, Donna & Cheryl , our professional 
stylists, offer styling treatment and advice 
We now offer ear-piercing and our nail bar 
is open for manicures, pedicures and  

Gelish Polish 
 

A modern salon with the latest techniques 
 

A friendly and welcoming atmosphere 
awaits you 

AIRPORT 
TRANSFERS 

WITNEY SHUTTLE  
 

WE OFFER A FRIENDLY, PROFESSIONAL & 
RELIABLE, DAILY SERVICE FROM 

CHARLBURY TO HEATHROW IN OUR CLEAN 
& COMFORTABLE VEHICLES  

 
Please call or email for our reasonable rates  

info@witneyshuttle.com  
0800 043 4633/01993 705993  

Carpet and Upholstery cleaning 
by GRIMEBUSTERS,   

Your local Specialists.   
Quality work -  Unbeatable rates -  

01993 868 924   
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Peace@thePub 

An Atheist, a Buddhist and a Christian 
went into a pubéand found a great deal in 
common.  Itôs been happening since 2010 
on the first Friday of every month at The 
Bell in Charlbury. Yes, itôs Peace@thePub, 
at which we call to mind the wider world 
and in particular the ñslow-burningò issues 
which flare up now and again but then 
drop out of the headlines.  War, 
environmental degradation and natural 
disasters leave a legacy of suffering which 
is often only just beginning when the 
media spotlight switches elsewhere.  It is 
amazing how many people in Charlbury 
are dedicated to the patient work of 
reconciliation, rebuilding and prompting 
change both locally and in other countries.  
 
But why silence? Because then we arenôt 
discussing what we are doing and whether 
we see it as keeping vigil, meditating, 
praying, or just being present.  Over the 
years we have found that not talking 
actually builds up a sense of belonging 
together, not just with one another but 
with others in Charlbury and, indeed, with 
all of humanity.  If that sounds rather 
intense and off-putting it isnôt meant to!  
Most people can sit in silence for a few 
minutes and we have always welcomed 
people who come for as long or as short a 
time as feels comfortable to them.  

 
From time to time we have taken action on 
matters that cause deep concern. These 
have included the prompting of donations 
for work in Syria, writing to Government 
Ministers and Ambassadors and, last year, 
organising a petition to the Prime Minister 
in advance of the Paris Climate Talks. 
When possible we like to engage with the 
work of local people who are working for a 
better world ï so do get in touch with us if 
you support an appropriate cause. We 
often find, when we look in depth at an 
issue, how many positive things are going 
on out of the limelight, and how resilient 
people can be in the face of the most 
appalling circumstances.   
 
We have a mailing list and if you join youôll 
get a copy of the monthly ñfocusò.  Quite a 
lot of people are on the list and only come 
occasionally, or not at all. Thatôs how itôs 
meant to be- we know that early on a 
Friday evening can be an impossible time 
for many.  So if youôd like to keep in touch 
by email and get no more than a monthly 
message , then contact us at 
duncan49@fastmail.co.uk. 
 
Thanks as always to The Bell for the use of 
the room to meet.  Itôs really good too to 
chat together after the meeting, to slake 
our thirst and ensure that the silence is 
well and truly broken! 

Duncan Forbes  

After a volatile period on the UK Stock 
Market the new Wychwood Investment 
Club, based at ñThe Swanò at Ascott under 
Wychwood (where a very large screen is 
available), is ahead of the main indices. 

Chairman Barry Cooper from Charlbury 
says ñConsidering the sharp correction in 
stock markets during the last year we have 
held our own. Like everyone else we didnôt 
see the collapse of the oil price and the 
related commodities but we also made 
some good investments in the technology 
and pharmaceuticals markets.ò 

The portfolio is now well spread looking for 
an upturn after the EU referendum with 
investments in property, commodities 
(looking for a recovery?!),the challenger 

banks and a new budget airline as well as 
banking on more stay at home holidays in 
the UK 

The group which currently has 12 
members is seeking 2 or 3 new members 
who are interested in the equity markets. 
The joining investment is Ã500 with Ã50 
added each month. The group meets over 
dinner for a couple of hours on the last 
Wednesday of each month in óôThe Swannò 
at Ascott. We have a large screen available 
and access to our trading web-site and all 
market data. 

Anyone who is either trading regularly and 
wants to exchange views, or a starter is 
welcome to the next meeting without any 
obligation to join. We do have a lively 
debate and some fun!  

Call Barry Cooper, 01608 819139 or email, 
barrycooper@prisymid.com. 
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At last Charlbury 
Refugee Action Group 
has a bank account. It's 
with the Coop Bank, sort 
code 089299, a/c 
65789036. This means 
that supporters who so 
wish can set up standing 
orders. 

But individual donors who are taxpayers can 
add to the value of their donations by adding 
Gift Aid. This can only be done when you give 
to a registered charity, which CRAG is not. To 
add 25% to what you give, we suggest you 
look up the website of Help Refugees, a 
registered charity which helps many of the 
grassroots and voluntary groups which we 
continue to support. 

As to our work, it is only fair to point out that 
too few people are doing too much. We are 
really grateful for the help that a number of 
you give us, and without it much less would 
happen, but all the planning, the 
organisation, the liaison, the news gathering, 
the forward thinking is being done by a group 
that can be counted on the fingers of one 
hand. 

So to explain: we need people who will  

Á liaise with the five churches in Charlbury, 
the WI, youth groups, musicians, sports 
clubs etc to encourage refugee support. 

Á take on specific fundraising ideas. 

Á talk to the schools and develop projects 
with children.  

Á take clothing and other items to collection 
points in, for instance, Oxford, Stroud, 
Witney and further afield 

Á drive supplies to the distribution centre in 
Calais, and help there. 

Á plan projects with, and learn from, other 
refugee aid groups in the county and 
nearby. 

And so on. In other words, refugees need 
YOU!    Please get in touch now if there is 

something you can do. Call 01608 811378. 

Since the last Chronicle, we have had some 
generous contributions including Ã500 from 
Charlbury Quakers which enabled us to 
donate over Ã700 to the charity Help 
Refugees (see above). We are receiving 
contributions from individuals on a weekly 
basis, and we would also like to thank these 
generous donors. 

We have collected food, clothing and other 
essentials which people from Hooky and 
Witney have taken to the Calais/Dunkirk 
warehouse.  

A very special personal appeal over one 
weekend, asking for funds to put towards 
feeding the 12,000 refugees trapped on the 
Greece/ Macedonia border, raised a heroic 
Ã2006, of which over Ã800 came from an 
appeal put out by Rev Mark Abrey, vicar of 
the Chase Benefice (the Chadlington group of 
parishes). 

The ceilidh in March raised Ã400 (thank you 
Brigid, Kath and many others). A collection at 
a Churches Together in Charlbury service in 
December raised Ã252. Charlbury Fairtraders 
have contributed Ã150 which we put towards 
a donation of Ã250 to Calais Kitchens, a 
charitable fund set up by Help Refugees 
which helps fund several 'kitchens' providing 
food in Calais. 

Further recent monetary donations include 
Ã600 to the Refugee Community Kitchen 
(feeding people in Calais, Dunkirk and the 
small isolated camps now scattered across 
northern France since half of the 'Jungle' was 
bulldozed), Ã375 to RefuAid who concentrate 
on medical assistance and integrating 
refugees into local communities on the Greek 
mainland, and Ã375 to Hot Food Idomeni who 
daily try to feed the 12,000 people there. 

To receive our newsletters, or to ask 
questions or make suggestions, email 
charlburyrefugee@gmail.com  

Thank you for what you do.  

Jon Carpenter, Secretary 

Office:  01608 810879 
Office hours: Mon 9.30am  -  11.30am;  Wed & Sat: 9am to 12 noon  

(closed first Saturday of every month 
Emergency Contact:  Steve Andrews  (01608 811212) 
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Methodist Chapel, Fishers Lane 

Sunday services at 10.30am 
Further information from Gill Grason (01608 810154) 

Friends' Meeting House,  Market Street 

Meeting for Worship at the Friends Meeting House 
Sunday mornings 10.30am 
For further details contact  Paula Dunleavy  (01608 
646056) 

St Mary's C of E Church, Church Street 

St Maryôs Church, Charlbury and All Saints 
Shorthampton 
Full details of all church services are available in the 
Leaflet or in the Church porch. 
Vicar ï Revd Dr Sally Welch  Parish Office (01608 
810230) 
Special Services:  Saturday 11th June 6.30pm Town 
Service of Thanksgiving to celebrate H M The Queenôs 
90th Birthday ï all are welcome to attend. 
Sunday 3rd July 6pm Choral Evensong 
Sunday 7th August 9.45am Holiday Club Service 
www.stmaryscharlbury.co.uk 

Sunday Masses:  9am at St Kenelmôs, Church Enstone, 
11am at St Teresaôs, 
Daily Mass:  9.30am at St Teresaôs 
Rev Aldo Tapparo, tel: 01608 810576 or see 
www.communigate.co.uk/oxford.stteresacharlbury 

St Teresa's R.C. Church, Fishers Lane 

Contact: Secretary (01608 810107) 
charlburybaptistchurch@gmail.com 
Sunday worship normally at 10.30 am 
Our garden will be open for visits on 
June 12th. Dress up as royalty and have 
your photo taken in the "palace." 
 

Charlbury Baptist Church, Dyerôs Hill 


