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Forced to look for a job locally (in Hong Kong), I bluffed my 

way into working as a reporter for the local government-

controlled radio station. All of a sudden, I was a journalist. 

A haphazard career unfolded, much of it reflected in these 

tales.

What I hope these pages illustrate is the often bizarre and 

random nature of events, and the humour that sometimes 

accompanies them – even in the most dire circumstances. 

Very few professions allow you to see so many places and, 

more importantly, meet and talk to everyone from popes to 

pole dancers, wealthy financiers to down and outs, saintly 

characters to criminals, celebrities to ordinary Joes and 

Josephines. Everyone has a story.

“A joy, the work of a master story-teller with an eye and ear 

for the odd, the unnatural and the revealing . . . a vivid col-

lage of stories behind the story.”

Quentin Peel, former Financial Times foreign editor, and associate fellow 

at Chatham House.

“Kieran Cooke’s stories are packed with powerful, informative 

imagery enhanced by an entertaining layer of droll, self-

effacing humour. An excellent read.”

Ian Richardson, former head of BBC World Service Newsgathering and 

former News Development Editor, BBC World Television. 

Chasing Gadaffi round the Sahara Desert, chance meetings with the Pope and 
Castro, a kick in the head from a Ukrainian pole dancer, shot at in a Belfast 
cemetery, searching for Ludwig Wittgenstein’s chickens – it’s all here.
Kieran Cooke, a foreign correspondent for the BBC, Financial Times and 
Independent, reflects on more than 40 years of reporting from around the 
world – the highs, the lows and the downright bizarre.

“A joy, the work of a master 
story-teller with an eye and ear 
for the odd, the unnatural and 
the revealing . . . a vivid collage 
of stories behind the story.”
Quentin Peel, former Financial Times 
foreign editor, and associate fellow at 
Chatham House.

“Kieran Cooke’s stories 
are packed with powerful, 
informative imagery 
enhanced by an entertaining 
layer of droll, self-effacing 
humour. An excellent read.”
Ian Richardson, former head of BBC 
World Service Newsgathering and 
former News Development Editor, BBC 
World Television. 
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