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Charlbury Garage 
Hixet Wood, Charlbury, OX7 3SB 

01608 810898 
 

08:30 ï 17:00 Monday to Friday 
 

Attending to motoristsô needs for over 40 
years, we offer a local, friendly, helpful & 

trustworthy service 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Competitive tyre prices 
 

MOT Ã44 
 

Half-price MOT with Full Service 
Courtesy car available 
Cars bought & sold 

 
 
 

www.charlburygarage.co.uk 
info@charlburygarage.co.uk 

¶ Batteries 
¶ Aircon 
¶ Bodywork 

¶ MOT & Pre-MOT 
¶ Tyres & Exhausts 
¶ Servicing 
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This is our Jubilee edition, and as 
you can see there are a few 
events happening in Charlbury 
over the Bank Holiday weekend.  
 
The Corner House and Charlbury 
School Association are holding 
an event on 4 June on 
Wychwood  Paddocks.   And the 
Town Council are holding a  
Family Picnic on Nine Acres on 5 
June from 12.30pm onwards.   
St Maryôs is also holding a 
Service of Thanksgiving  in the 
morning of 5 June as well.  And 
many of us will be having Street 
Parties too.  I remember the one 
I went to back in 1977 when it 
was the Silver Jubileeðthat 
makes me feel old! 
 
Our very own Charlbury Festival 
is back from  10ð19 June and is 
holding various events over 
these days!   See p 2. for more 
details.  Charlbury Open Gardens 
is on 19 June as part of the 
Festival and being organised by 
the Garden Society and Street 
Fair together. 
 
The Beer Festival is back on the 
Cricket pitch for the first time 
since 2019 and will be held on 
25 June.   
 
Sadly this year will be the very 
last Cornbury Festival, held on 8
-10 July in Great Tew and has 
artists that I have heard of!  
Ronan Keating, Bryan Adams 
and James Blunt are the 
headline acts.  

The Riverside Festival is also 
back on the Mill Field on 30 and 
31 Julyðsee p 21.  They will be 
remembering Gary Walker (a 
founder member) and Kathryn 
Custance (publicity) who both 
died this year.  And I have just 
heard that they have been 
awarded Best Regional 
Celebration of Local Talentð
South East England by UK 
Enterprise Awards hosted by 
SME News.  Well done! 
 
St Maryôs are holding their CTC 
Holiday Club for primary school 
children in St Maryôs Church 
from the 2-5 August and if you 
would like further information, 
please contact 
parishoffice@charlburychurch.uk. 
 
There are two articles on Margie 
Glasgow as Lord Lieutenant of 
Oxfordshire;  one by Probus as 
part of their article (p20) and 
another by Brian Murray on p40. 
 
And on p37 you can see those 
who have been given the 
Honoured Citizen AwardðLeah 
Fowler, Joan & Hugh Belshaw and 
Alan Fraser.  Congratulations to 
them all. 
 
If you have any ideas on what 
else you would like to see in the 
Chronicle, please do contact me 
at: editor.chronicle@outlook.com 
 
Happy holidays! 

 Susanna Finch 

 

Please note the deadline for articles for the Autumn issue is 1st August 2022 
Please send all articles to editor.chronicle@outlook.com 
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2022 is an exciting year for Charlbury 
Arts as it is the biannual Charlbury 
Festival! 

The Art Society welcomes everyone with 
an interest in the Arts to the vibrant 
programme of monthly talks, twice 
yearly exhibitions and the new venture of 
the Charlbury Art Room. Currently there 
are about 200 members, including 
practising artists, novice dabblers like 
myself, those with an interest in art and 
a network of local workshops and art 
activities such as the Sketchbook Project 
with 40 members and the Swift Mosaic 
Project which decorates the walls of the 
Community Centre. 

Charlbury Arts is the curator of the 
Charlbury Festival, a programme of 
music, drama, art, literature and cultural 
events being held from Friday 10th June 
to Sunday 19th June 2022. The events 
will take place in venues in Charlbury 
and there will be Open Studios to meet 
some of Charlburyôs Artists. 

The first event will be a musical evening 
with Jarisel, a newly formed group 
playing music from six countries on ten 
instruments. A very popular highlight 
follows on Saturday 11th June outside 
the Community Centre; a giant linocut 
made by local artists and monotype 
prints made by Charlbury Primary 
School, all printed before your eyes by a 
steamroller! 

In the following days there will be live 
music events from DôAccord, Charlbury 
Primary School Choir, Mingus Tree, 
lunchtime piano and organ recitals and 
Friday Night 11th June is Music Night. 

There will be a Sculpture Trail, Heritage 
Town and Field Walks, a Wildflower Walk 

 

and a Walkers are Welcome hike to 
Shorthampton to visit the Church Murals.  

Sunday 13th June will be Charlbury Open 
Gardens Day. 

For those who enjoy literature there will 
be poetry from The Four Wordsmen of 
the Apostrophe on 11th June and an 
evening of Poetry and Music on 12th 
June;  also talks about publishing and 
the chance to meet local writers. Gain 
inspiration yourself by joining a Young 
Writers Workshop or a Local Writers 
Forum. 

Food will be available from local Nutmeg  
and Thyme and chocolate lovers could 
join a Chocolate Making Workshop. 

In this year of the Platinum Jubilee of 
Queen Elizabeth II, Charlbury Festival 
will stage our local CADS Merry Moments 
of Monarchy, a lighthearted journey 
through a thousand years of the 
Monarchy. Looking further back Saxon 
bones, Roman coins and life on the land 
will feature in a local film and show of 
metal detecting finds. The Charlbury 
Museum will be open with a new 
exhibition entitled ôJubileeô. 

On Saturday 18th June there will be two 
further highlights; Good, Occasionally 
Rhyming, a celebration of the centenary 
of The Shipping Forecast, and Shoestring 
Opera stages Iolanthe. 

Watch out for the Charlbury Festival 
Programme with full details of events and 
how to book tickets. 

See you there! 
 

Joanna Shakir for Charlbury Arts 
joanna@shakir.org.uk 

07889 545408 

mailto:joanna@shakir.org.uk
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Our special display celebrates the 
Platinum Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth II 
with royal memorabilia and snapshots of 
Charlbury life in the 1950s. The óJubileeô 
exhibition features a diverse collection, 
including: Coronation stamps, 
newspapers, commemorative coins, 
medals; precious china given to every 
child at the Charlbury Coronation tea in 
1953; a colourful apron emblazoned with 
the Coronation procession, a miniature 
Coronation coach and horses, etc - over 
seventy items inspire this óJubileeô 
tribute. Historic souvenirs mingle with 
photographs that capture the iconic 
moments when Charlbury enjoyed past 
Coronations and Jubilees.  

Saturday 28th May ï Museum Plant 
Sale in the Corner House Garden, 10 
am to 12 noon, in aid of Museum 
running costs    Come and buy and/
or donate plants on the morning of the 
sale or on Friday evening 27th May 
between 6 and 6.30 pm.  Alongside the 
Sale, CRAG will be raising funds by 
providing coffee and refreshments in the 
Hall all day. 

Wednesday 15th June 7.30 pm 
Memorial Hall  (part of the Festival) 

Saxon bones, Roman coins, and life on 
the land. In a new film by Alan Snelling, 
Rob Stepney interviews Rob Jackson 
about unexpected archaeological 
discoveries and his working life spent in 
the fields around Walcot ï a period of 
dramatic change in agricultural practice. 
This will be followed by an open 
discussion with Rob Jackson. 

Neil Pakenham-Walsh and Rob will also 
bring along metal detecting finds to show 
the diverse stories the soil can reveal ï 
from lost medieval silver pennies to 
antibiotics used to treat mastitis, and 
from oil painters to the Primrose League.  
The Museum contributed to the cost of 
the film.        (Admission Ã5 at the door 
ï cash only) 

Sunday 19th June ï Open Gardens.  
The Museum is taking part as usual, so 
you may visit the Museum on that 
Sunday afternoon and appreciate the 
hard work of our volunteer gardener, 
Jane Brownlow.   

We look forward to welcoming 
Charlburyôs population to the Museum 
this summer.  Itôs dry on a rainy day, 
cool in a heatwave and fascinating 
always, full of beautiful artworks, 
histories of the townôs individuals, 
industries and activities, things our 
Grandparents used to use, not to 
mention the farm wagon magnificently 
restored by Michael Jones.  Our five 
small rooms will be well-ventilated and 
we invite you to wear masks if the rooms 
are crowded, in view of the recent 
increase in Covid infections.  

Thanks to all our volunteers who give 
their time to welcome visitors from near 
and far.  Our visitorsô books are full of 
compliments on their helpfulness and 
kindness.  So many visitors come from 
the campsites and/or the other side of 
the world, and itôs lovely to greet real 
Charlbury residents too. 

Last but by no means least, we give our 
grateful thanks to Judy Dod who has 
recently resigned from the museum 
committee because of family 
commitments.  Her energy and 
enthusiasm have been an inspiration and 
we are grateful that she will continue to 
support the museumôs events.  The new 
Committee will be appointed at the AGM 
of the Charlbury Society on 5th May and 
will serve until the Charity Commission 
approves the proposal to form a 
Charitable Incorporated Organisation to 
run the ñCharlbury Museum and Heritage 
Centreò, probably in a few monthsô time. 

Jubilees and Vaccinations 

It is strange that in Charlbury some 
years of royal Jubilees have coincided 
with epidemics and vaccinations.  In 
1887 Queen Victoria celebrated her 
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Golden Jubilee.  Our local doctor, Dr 
Ernest Wilcox, gave a lecture on the 
advantages of vaccination.  There was a 
measles epidemic.  Five children died 
including two children from one family, 
and the British School on the Playing 
Close closed for five weeks because of 
the infection.   

In 1897, the Queenôs Diamond Jubilee 
year, a public meeting was arranged in 
Charlbury by anti-vaxers from 
Birmingham protesting about compulsory 
vaccination against smallpox.  When 19 
men were fined for failing to vaccinate 
their children and refused to pay the 
fines, there were riots in February.  
Dozens of police arrived in town and 
Charlbury Band played Rule Britannia 
very loudly to prevent the auctioneer 
from selling off the protestersô goods to 
pay the fines.    

In 2022 during the Platinum Jubilee of 
Queen Elizabeth II the Covid pandemic 
continues and the Medical Centre advises 
on the advantages of vaccination.  
Precautionary school closures have been 
prevented since 2019/20 and nowadays 
most Charlbury people are very pleased 
to have their vaccinations and boosters. 

 

 

 

Using volunteer cooks and helpers, we 
provide a lunch club on a Wednesday 
between 11.30am and 2pm. We would 
welcome some new members ï people 
who would enjoy a weekly two course, 
home cooked lunch for a very 
reasonable price (currently itôs only Ã3) 
and a congenial chat with other people.  

If transport is a problem, we can 
arrange a lift for you with one of our 
volunteers. The lunches are held in the 
Garden Room of the Memorial Hall and 
are organised by the committee of 
Charlbury Day Centre. 

Weôll be having a special party lunch on 
Wednesday 1st June to mark the 
Queenôs Platinum Jubilee. 

If you might be interested in joining us, 
or if you just want to find out more, 
please contact:- 

Bob Tait: 01608 810150, or  

Tanya Stevenson: 01608 810216.  

We would love to hear from you. 

Museum Dates for your diary 

Charlbury Museum (73 years old this 
year) will be open every weekend from 
16th April till the end of September:- 
Saturday mornings from 10.30 am to 
12.30 pm, and  

- Sunday and Bank Holiday Monday af-
ternoons from 2.30 ï 4.30 pm.    

  Children are admitted free, adults only 
Ã1.   Buy a book, a postcard, a tea tow-
el, and especially our new mysterious 
Quiz to keep your family guessing 
through the summer. 

Janet Jeffs 

Coronation mug and plate 1953 
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We are keen to ensure that at Charlbury 
Community Centre there are fitness and 
social opportunities to suit everybody. So 
please browse the website (address 
below) or come in and see what we have 
to offer whether you are young or old 
(and whether that is in body or in spirit) 
and whatever your level of fitness. 

Gym Extension 
In the near future we would like to build 
a dedicated gym, so that we can have 
more robust equipment, more space and 
longer opening hours. It would also free 
up space for other classes and activities, 
especially in the TG room. We are 
investigating the possibilities and will 
soon be getting some costings so that we 
can start raising the funding for this 
project. In the meantime, we have 
undertaken a short survey of current 
gym users and potential users of a new 
gym. The results are encouraging, for 
example: 

We have two fundraising events planned 
this summer and any money raised at 
them will go towards the cost of the new 
gym. We would be grateful for your 
support. These events are: 

Á Friday Night is Music Night ï a cabaret 
style event, showcasing the musical 
talent we have in an around Charlbury. 
This is part of the Charlbury Festival 
and will take place on 17th June in the 
Memorial Hall. 

Á Pimmôs Stall at Charlbury Beer Festival 
on 25th June 

Royal Visit 
At the time of writing, we were expecting 
a royal visit on 17th May. By the time you 
read this, it will have happened. We are 
very honoured to be chosen for this, 
along with the Cornerstone project and 
we are planning for a tree to be planted 
by our royal visitor, to commemorate the 
Queenôs Diamond Jubilee. We are also 
preparing a photobook showing the 
communityôs efforts to help each other 
during the pandemic, so that our royal 
visitor can see what a great community 
Charlbury is. 

Thank you Party for the Volunteers 
On that note, we plan to hold party at 
the Community Centre on 2nd July to 
thank the 200 or so people who came 
forward in April 2020 to offer their help 
to those who had to remain in isolation 
during the first lockdown. We were 
overwhelmed by the generosity of our 
community. All volunteers are warmly 
welcome to attend, and more details will 
be published on charlbury.info and on our 
website.  

To find out what the Community Centre 
has to offer, see our website: 
www.charlburycommunitycentre.org.  

You can also follow us on Facebook: 
@Charlburycommunitycentre or 
Instagram: charlbury.community.centre 

Tanya Stevenson, Trustee, The Thomas 
Gifford Trust 

http://www.charlburycommunitycentre.org
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Remember, if you need any of the 
following and have no family or friends 
available to help: 
  

Á Transport to appointments or 
activities/visits 

Á Occasional household tasks/gardening 

Á Shopping 

Á Help with a form or letter or accessing 
information on the internet 

Á Someone to pop in for a chat or to 
read to you 

 
you can call ATIC on 01993 776277.    
 
This will get you to the staff of Volunteer 
Link-Up who kindly act as our call centre 
and who will see if one of our local 
volunteers can meet your request.  The 
phone line is now staffed from 9.00 a.m. 
to 1.00 p.m. Monday to Friday with a 
regularly-checked answerphone when 
staff are not available.   
 
If you have got something that you 
would like help with which is not on our 
usual list, you can let us know and we 
will see what we can do. 
 
If we are talking especially about 

anniversaries in this Jubilee edition, ATIC 
will have been operating for five years 
this year.   However, there have been 
different versions of our Good Neighbour 
Scheme service in operation in the town 
for many years before we came into 
being and we would like to thank all the 
previous organisers and volunteers who 
were involved in years gone by. 
 
We will always welcome new volunteers 
to help us provide our service.  By 
volunteering for ATIC you will not be tied 
to specific days or times (unless you 
choose this). You can help when it suits 
you and your life.   
 
Feedback from clients about our services 
is very positive.   And, in return, by being 
a volunteer you certainly get the 
opportunity to meet people from parts of 
the town you may not have known or 
visited before and to have some 
fascinating conversations along the way.   
You learn a lot about our community.   
 
If you would like to find out more, please 
contact ATIC on our organisational 
mobile number - 07487 413892 - or 
email: charlburyalltogether@gmail.com. 
 

Meryl Smith 

 
 

My husband and I were staying with my 
family in Totteridge, North London and 
were invited to watch the parade from 
some office on the corner of St Jamesôs 
Street and Piccadilly.  It was a cool and 
drizzly day, not at all celebratory, and by 
the time the procession reached us 
everybody who was walking was soaking 
wet and we could not see anybody inside 
the coach which was a big 
disappointment.  I am vague about what 

we did next but I suspect that we went to 
look at the crowds in the Mall before 
turning to the warmth of home, where 
we managed to see the whole thing on 
the television, which was almost as 
exciting as being in the middle of 
London.  In fact, I think that I remember 
more from the TV than being there since 
I cannot remember what time of day Iôm 
talking about and wonder if they were 
going to Westminster Abbey or had come 
away from the ceremonyðI suspect the 
latter.  One clear memory I have of that 
day is hearing on the tube that Hillary 
had conquered Everest. 

Dawn Colvin 

mailto:charlburyalltogether@gmail.com
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Ukrainian guests are finally beginning to 
arrive in Charlbury. There are as many 
different stories of their journeys here as 
there are families; and as many different 
needs for support.  
 
Here are the reflections of one CRAG 
member, based on common experiences 
over the past few weeks: 
 
Friends and supporters in Charlbury and 
the wider area have been mustering 
support for Ukrainian refugees, and 
giving moral support to each other as we 
navigate the bureaucratic shoals that 
often seem designed to thwart our 
efforts. Itôs a common experience to 
grapple with a poorly designed visa 
request form, phone in hand on an 
unreliable line to the refugees we want to 
sponsor, to fill in the numerous details 
required by an unbending Home Office. 
 
Another sadly common experience is 
then the weeks of waiting, seemingly 
interminable, for the visa documentation 
to come through. Sometimes the visa is 
granted but then the essential letter fails 
to arrive. Sometimes one member of the 
family, often a young child, does not 
receive a visa when the others do: more 
waiting and anxiety. 
 
The sponsoring hosts give up many hours 
and days to get the system to work. 
Other sponsors find themselves paying 
the hotel bills for refugees who have run 
out of money, have been told their visa is 
granted but have not received the 
essential paperwork that will enable them 
to travel. 
 
For our Ukrainian guests, we can only 
hope that being here safely is what 
matters most, and the warmth of our 
welcome will compensate for the blocks 
placed in their way by officials struggling 

to manage a completely new and 
untested system. 
 
That, in the end, is what itôs all about: 
the warm welcome and the safety. People 
in Charlbury and all over the country are 
getting together to offer not just room, 
but bedding, equipment, childrenôs toys, 
books, food, transport, English lessons, 
group meals, free haircuts, guided tours, 
and more.  
Our guests will be anxious to return 
home when they can do so safely. They 
will go with good memories of Britain 
that, we can hope, will last long after this 
war is over. And we too will have been 
changed forever. 
 
The trials of our Ukrainian guests make 
us reflect on those refugees for whom 
there is no welcome scheme, only the 
prospect of a prison sentence or removal 
to Rwanda if they ever make it across the 
Channel, as the Nationality and Borders 
Bill finally passes into law after a 
mammoth struggle. 
 
These individuals and families, our 
uprooted and grieving guests, will teach 
us a lot about stoicism, varying cultural 
norms, living with a new language, the 
nuances of national identity, and the 
common norms of humanity that we 
share with them.  
 
We will help them to build up the 
resilience that they so badly need now 
and when they return to their devastated 
country. We will discover new depths and 
kindness in ourselves. We and they will 
offer each other friendships that in some 
cases will last a lifetime. 
 
For more information please visit CRAGôs 
Ukraine Welcome Hub at bit.ly/crag-
ukraine 

Vicky Buser 
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