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This is another forty-page edition of the Charlbury Chronicle and it completes our

el eventh year. There is quite a |l ot of
shops, and it gives us all food for tho
Charlbury to change its character by losing all the shops at the centre of the

town, and it shouldndédt be too difficult

them to remain we really do have to change our shopping habits and buy as
much as we can locally. You can start doing that right away by making a point of
attending the Christmas Market with its late night shopping, carol singing, gift
stalls and much else on Thursdays December 6th and 20th.

There is also a reminder from the Town Council that in May 2008 there will be
local government elections. In a community of over 3000 people surely there
must be fifteen or so people prepared to put their names forward to give local
electors a choice and to have a fully elected Town Council for the next four year
period.

Many thanks to all those kind people who deliver our Chronicles every quarter,
and to Diana Potten, Julia Caston and Kat Patrick for their contributions. Thank
you, too, to Jack Potten who keeps our advertising going so successfully. Not to
forget, either, all those who submit information and articles to keep us all inter-
ested. As we always say, we are delighted to receive items for publication and
hope they will keep a-coming.

Please make a note of our quarterly deadlines - February 1st (for the March
edition), May 1st for June, August 1st for September and November 1st for the
December issue.

We wish all our readers, helpers and advertisers a Very Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year.
Lynette Murphy



CHARLBURY

CHRISTMAS MARKET

Thurs 6th & Thurs 20th December 6-8pm

Late night shopping

Carol singing

The Mummers Play

Craft and gift stalls
e Santa’s grotto

Thursday 6th Turning on Charlbury
Christmas lights = 6pm

For stall holder and visitor information,
please contact chamber@charlbury.info

CHARLBURY LIBRARY TALKING BOOKS:

Charlbury Library may be able to help fill the longer, darker evenings - read a good book
(large or regular print ) or, for a small charge, hire a Talking Book on tape or CD. We have
a selection of films on DVD and a few videos, or you could even ring and book a slot (for
free) on the broadband internet connection. If you are unable to get to the library through
ill-health or disability perhaps you would like the '‘Books on Wheels' service to come to
your home once a month? Watch out for posters about the Children's Christmas Story-
time.

For more details on any of the above ring Penny on 01608 811104.
00000000000000000000029

CHARLBURY BRANCH of the ROYAL BRITISH LEGION has sent toiletries and confec-
tionery to the value of £100 to British forces based at Camp Alamo in Afghanistan to let
them know we are all thinking about them.

000000080000000000000080820

DECEMBER FARMERSO6 MARKET

Donét miss the Farmers6 Market on the Pl ayin
from 9am to 1 pm.
00000000600000000600008606000803 -



AMAZING GRACE

ltds a fair bet that t
it in all of Charlbury
September 24th, Miss Grace Fredericks invited
everyone in the town to come and celebrate her
100th birthday with her. Everything went amaz-
ingly well, and even the weather obliged by clear-
' ing up at mid-day after a wet and windy start and
the sun shone on the Playing Close all afternoon.
™ The children came from school and performed a
spirited programme of gymnastics; there were
races, there was an excellent Punch & Judy Show
which the young audience loved, there were free
soft drinks and biscuits 8 and all of this had been

ter Julie (a mere 98 year old!) was there to share
the day. There was a great atmosphere of happi-
ness and good will, as eventually everyone ad-
journed to the Memorial Hall, where a short musi-
cal interlude was provided by a string quartet.
Next, the Brownies gathered round Grace and
helped her to blow out all the candles, and mi-
raculously there was enough cake for everyone.
Photograph by Andrew Lawson  chinese friends of Grace provided a display of
origami which was fascinating to see.
After the singing of O6éHappy Brithdayd Gr
thanked everyone for coming to her party and explained that she had arranged it in order
to strengthen and foster a real community spirit, something she felt was endangered in
modern life. She said that she hoped that her day would have led, for example, to people
speaking to people they had not previously spoken to, and to doing things they had not
previously done together, and thereby built up unity and love in the life of the town.
At 6 pm there was a bit of a breather for everyone to go home for a while and then from
8pm to 10pm there was Grace back again at the Memorial Hall to welcome a whole lot
more guests. Everyone was treated to a glass of wine and some refreshments, and
music was on hand to entertain those who wished to dance. Later, country dancing took
over and Sir Roger de Coverley was enthusiastically performed.
| am sure | speak for everyone who attended this unique and happy occasion when | say
a huge Thank You to Grace for her wonderful generosity and for giving Charlburians a
chance to come together and celebrate this very special birthday.

Grace had asked that no presents should be given. In keeping with her expressed views

on the value of community, however, she said she would be glad if those who wished

would donate to the Charlbury Community Centre Appeal - and to date over £1500 has

been donated in Graceds name.
0000006000060006000d

We were all saddened to hear that Daphne Fredericks, the dear youngest sister of Grace

and Julie, died on October 15th, aged 96, at The Langston in Kingham.
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arranged by Grace herself.



CHARLBURY STREET FAIR 2007

WOW !I' | think you will all agree that this year has been a bumper year in all respects,
especially with regard to Street Fair. This year we were able to give the Corner House
and Memorial Hall Committee £10,750. We would like to give a big thank you to all of
you who so generously gave of your time, money etc to make it such a huge success.
There are too many people to thank i but you know who you are, so a BIG thank you
from all the Street Fair Committee.

Next yearos Open Gar d®Jure andBtieét Fair will be on Sturdeyl a y ¢
20" September 20081 s o dondt you dare be away! The

year 6s f ai ' January 2008mie8pnoimthe2Garden Room.

HELP!!

Some of the existing committee are standing down this year, so we do need lots of help
and new ideas in organising the fair
help i and its good fun too (we go to the pub afterwards!). If we are to continue the
success of Street Fair we really do need help. Ever thought about running the tombola

; itos 1

stall, organising the parade, helping sell

mittee meetings i just promise to help on the day. We are just short of bodies!

So to all of you who enjoyed this yearods f ai
hours of your ti me. Pl ease dondt jiaxlithenr e ad
forget about it. Contact me NOW! | look forward to hearing from you all. Phone number
is 01608 810861 or by email at susanna_finch@hotmail.com.

Susie Finch, Street Fair Committee
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MEALS ON WHEELS MAKES A WELCOME RETURN

Marjorie Glasgow says that o6the Meals on Whe

deliveries wild.@l b dngially thererwill behjust oré delwery peaweek dut
another day will be added as soon as possible. Jan Griffiths will be coordinating the
deliveries (810440) and Marjorie will be coordinating the catering and seeing that every-
thing runs smoothly.

Please, if you would like to help either in the kitchen or making deliveries, contact Jan or
Marjorie (810 161). Also, please contact Marjorie if you know of someone in Charlbury,
Chadlington, or Stonesfield who may benefit from a delivered home-cooked meal.

We must add a sad note that Margaret Crockford, who cooked for MoW for so many
years, died on October 26th. Her contribution in so many ways was inestimable. She will
be very much missed and our sympathy goes to John and her family.



COME AND SI NG O0THE MESSI AHO
e

JJ - By popul ar demand Handel 6s fiMessi aho
J.J Charlbury on Saturday, February 9" 2008. If you have never been in a choir
or sung fiThe Messiaho before, please

The rehearsal for singers will start at 10 am. There will be a lunch break at 1pm and then
the singers will return at 2pm to rehearse with the orchestra until 3.30 pm. The concert will
start at 7.30 pm.

The cost will be £15 for the day, £5 for under 18s. Music will be available for hire. Lunch
will not be provided but can be obtained in Charlbury. Performers are requested to wear
a white top and dark skirt/trousers. Tickets for the audience (£5) will be available on the
door from 7 od6bclock on the night.

To reserve a place please contact Hilda Reed on 01608 810423 or e-mail her at
hilda.reed@btopenworld.

The concert is being held to raise funds for the Charlbury Community Centre Appeal
(C.C.C.A)) Sponsorship would be welcome and anyone wishing to do so or wishing to
advertise in the programme, please contact Jack Potten on 01608 810991.
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ROYAL BRITISH LEGION

CHARLBURY BRANCH
Trip to the Poppy Factory

i Apologies that the proposed trip in October was postponed due

to unforeseen circumstances. We have now booked a tour for

March 6th 2008. The tour starts at 1.30pm and lunch may be booked/taken

prior to the start of the tour.

If you are interested, please contact Jane Parsons on 810822 by January 21st

2008. There is no admission charge. The cost of travel will be determined by

the numbers travelling, and lunch is charged separately at around £7.50p per

head.

For more information about the work of the Royal British Legion, becoming a
member, or for assistance, please contact Nick Potter (Branch President) on
810388, Derek Fowler (Branch Chairman) on 811706, or Jane Parsons (Branch
Secretary) on 810822.


mailto:hilda.reed@btopenworld

CLUBS, GROUPS , SOCIETIES

WEA CHARLBURY/ENSTONE BRANCH is now part of the West Oxford-

shire Branch and the next local five week course will be "The Art of Romanesque", tutor
Juliet Heslewood, starting on 17 January 2008 from 10am-12 at the Corner House

CHARLBURY CRICKET CLUB

| am pleased to report that our fundraising appeal, as launched in the September issue of
the Chronicle, has been a great success. To date we have raised more than £100,000,
with almost £15,000 having being contributed by the people of Charlbury and the sur-
rounding area. This is a magnificent response and we are extremely grateful to you all for
your generosity at our time of greatest need. The success of the appeal has enabled us
to apply for planning permission to build a new pavilion at the top of the cricket field,
above the redrawn floodplain. Hopefully, by the time the next issue of the Chronicle ap-
pears the new building will be starting to take shape, ready for use next season.

When the rain and flood water permitted it, we did manage to play some cricket at Charl-
bury this season. Our First XI consolidated their position in the upper echelon of the
OCA League, finishing comfortably in mid-table. They also performed with great credit in
cup competitions, winning the Combe Knockout tournament and narrowly losing in the
final of the Ernie Clack Memorial Cup. The Second Team topped their league and thus
gained promotion to Division 4. This
makes them the highest-placed Second Xl in the OCA League, a fantastic achievement.
Charlbury 3rds had a difficult and frustrating season, finishing towards the bottom of Divi-
sion 10, but they did perform creditably in the cup. The Third XI provides an opportunity
for many of our younger players to play competitive senior cricket, and several talented
Third Team players subsequently performed with distinction for the Club at a higher level.
Derek Collett

CHARLBURY ANGLING CLUB

Christmas Bingo at the Memorial Hall on Friday, December 21st 2007. Doors open 7 pm.
Eyes Down 7.45 pm  Jane Parsons

CHARLBURY CHESS CLUB

Chess has been played in Charlbury for well over 100 years. The Club itself was inaugu-
rated in 1933 and the Chess Cup which was competed for back then is still played for
today. Our Museum has a presentation chess set from the 19th century and a fine old
photograph from 1935 of the all-conquering Charlbury Chess Team. We are a friendly
Club and mostly play socially. We did have a match against Witney last season which
was drawn 3-3, but our chess is largely limited to a weekly meeting at 6.30 pm for two
hours on Thursdays. We play at the Methodist Hall in Fishers Lane. We welcome play-
ers of all abilities and ages - we currently have a number of pre-teens - who join us for
the first hour - then the older members have a further hour to themselves. The more
experienced members are very happy to teach and encourage those who are relatively
new to the game. If you are interested then either give Bob Douglas a ring on 01608
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811083 or just turn up on the nights. For
Roger Farrow

CHIPPING NORTON ROTARYe begins at 40! Chipping Norton's Rotary has

just celebrated 40 years of Rotary and is looking for new members. Several ladies have
recently joined for the first time and Chippy's Rotary is the fastest growing Club in the
area. Rotary, with over 1.2 million men and woman members in 165 countries, is a global
network of volunteers from the professional and business worlds who provide humanitar-
ian service, encourage high ethical standards and help goodwill across the world.

Rotary which raises millions for charities has primarily been responsible for almost eradi-
cating Polio having raised $500 Million since 1985. Chippy's Rotary meets Monday eve-
nings and is a highly social group who enjoy each other's company while raising funds
mainly for local good causes. Further information can be obtained from Paul Jackson
01608 658 500.

PROBUS The Probus (PROfessional & BUSinessmen in retirement) Club of Charlbury
meets on the first Wednesday of each month for lunch at Witney Lakes Resort. Each
luncheon is followed by a talk on a wide range of subjects, with regard to local issues and
the wider domain. Speakers are culled from within our own group and from outside. In
addition to our luncheons we organise visits to places of interest or theatres. During the
current session we were escorted around Waterperry Gardens (Spring Outing), went to
the Watermill Theatre near Reading (Summer Event) and recently we made a trip to the
Birmingham Symphony Hall (Fall Meeting with the Friends). We are now planning the
Christmas Dinner at Riverside to which are invited Friends of Probus Charlbury and other
interested parties. The Annual Golf Championship has just been completed under Tony
Hall's expert guidance. If you are new to the area, retired, and would like to know more
about the Group or are interested in joining us and getting to know a wide range of people
in our vicinity, please contact the Honorary Secretary, (Prof.) Michael Marsh on 01608-
810029.

THE CHARLBURY SOCIETY

Meetings at 7.30 pm, in the Memorial Hall. New members and visitors are particularly
welcome.

Friday December 14 " : 20™ Century Charlbury: a conversation between Charlburians
about life in the town over the past eight decades.

Friday January 11 ™ : Re-writing British History: the Oxford Dictionary of National Biog-

raphy. Dr Lawrence Goldman, Editor, O.D. N.I
Friday February 8 ™: Quaker Clocks of North Oxfordshire. Tim Marshall.
The annual subscription is A7.50. Visitors

For further information, please contact either the Chairman, Brian Murray (01608 819091)
or the Secretary, Lesley Deane (01608 810849)

If you would like to submit information for this section, please contact
Julia Caston (810240)



Bah-humbug ! fills, and the devel opi
The pumpkins and wit c Brbegeneyonbelton ghich quichil,

packed away yet and already the shops are ~ dren are trapped. _

displaying Christmas cards and 2008 calen-  1here are loads of websites about alterna-

dars. Soon, the boxes of tinsel, baubles, and tive Christmas, clawing back its family-

fake holly will all come out. The Christmas ~ ¢éntred basis from the commercial-

season is upon us. centred monster. Jus.t goog[e on some of

Not only do we get out the holiday decora- thosg words: alternayve Christmas, sim-

tions, but we get out our credit cards, too. plify holiday. Most 1y
Again, and again, and again. It seems our ~ about home-made baked goods, recycling

children have an insatiable appetite for fiddly- ©!d gifts, and giving vouchers, magazine
bopppy-this and doo-hicky-thingamabob-that, su_bscrlptlons, or organizational member-

and if youbdre like meShP§ou end up buying se\
eral of the doomy-flatchies because: For children, you may still want to provide

a) it will make them happy, and you like see- ©ne or two thingamabobs, but there are

ing them happy: b it will still pI_enty of unusual options. Here are a

keep them entertained for at least five min-  Selection:

utes in a row, for at least one afternoon; .

c) it isnoét all that expeR¥Khrpughyoyr@dyqur i ni
it, and besides, if we plds)odclohes, Ut o8lSAUAES o
name on it, then itos on @ faprigsfheywilememberandg o p
has to traipse out to the shops to buy. make a little wall hanging or pillow

Before you leap into the Christmas rush, or stuffed toy or whatever. Pick a

however, take time to think about one or two nice quote or scripture verse and

things. First of all i that post-Christmas feel- write it up in calligraphy or a nice

ing. Close your eyes and think back to last handwriting.

year. Remember when you were bloated
with parsnips and pudding, and all around
your feet was that sea of ripped-up wrapping
paper? Is the feeling coming back to you? . .
The Augho? Remember wh e nCoied @ selgction of old glothes
groan of the cards boot WRWROMGfPRaghartyshgp, ¢ o s ¢
in one more My Little Phoney, and suddenly, and make & dress-up box.

you were declaring (either internally or, like
me, externally with a lot of naughty words
besides) that some of the old toys would
have to be thrown out to make room for the

* Buy lessons of some kind, such
as musical or sporty or crafty.

* Get tickets for a play, film, Lego-
land, or other kind of outing.

new? * Make a jewellery-making kit with
You know it doesndt havy e SOmgcolgugedGotop, some 4 ¢ ¢ pj
year . I'n fact, it shoul peads@andpgtal ¢glasps.eSimilgily ¢

a puppet-making kit with an old

only is it bad for our bank balances, the land- .
sock, goggly eyes, fabric-pens.



* Think consumable i special sweets, bubbles, flavoured popcorn.

* Write and illustrate a story with the child as a main character. You can even get
these printed onto acid-free paper with hardback covers from most internet photo
sites like Snapfish or Bonusprint.

* Purchase toys and clothing from ethically minded shops such as Traidcraft or
Tearfund. St Maryés runs a Traidcraft st
could also order from the catalogue if 'y

Keep in mind that, above all, your children really want your time and attention more than

thedeely-boppi es. Perhaps they wono6t obviously
for book-reading, cake-b a ki n g, etc. , but we all know t ha
member when they licked the dough from a spatula and it plopped onto the kitchen floor

only for Daisy the Dalmatian t o | i didgetyuttra-up,
arm-action-man-robot-alien that came to them the same day as a jumbo-cool-whatsit, a
magno-widgit, and sixty-four bumbledy-hickey-gizmo-gubbins.

Make that sixty-three bumbledy-hickey-gismo-gubbins. Daisy just ate one of those, too.
LITTLE FISHES

Little Fishes starts up again on the 9" of January. This group is for the Under-5s and has

it all: songs, games, stories, crafts, toys, and snacks i packed into 1 ¥ hours each
Wednesday morning in term ti me. You donét |
alongichil dminders, grannies, nannies é all ar
church for 10:30 and enjoy the company, the coffee, and the friendly atmosphere. Best of

al | itos freelll Babies are wel come, t oo.
PRE-SCHOOL

Local companies continue to supportpress c hool wi th generous dona

Fairfax and Co. and Hydac Ltd. which each contributed £270 toward the purchase of a
lovely outdoor wooden playhouse. Thanks also go to Norton Leisure Buildings at Apple-
garth Nursery in Chipping Norton who installed the playhouse at a discount price. Pre-
School recently received a visit from the OFSTED inspector who was very impressed by
how the Pre-School is run. It was felt that the children very much enjoy learning in the Pre
-School environment, and the school was rated as 'GOOD' and even 'OUTSTANDING' in
one area.

The Pre-School, located in the Old Grammar School on Park Street, is

open from 9am every morning (during term-time) but enrolment can be as

little as one morning a week to the full five days depending on your requirements. The
premises can be hired for birthday parties from 2 p.m. onwards on Saturdays, and at any
time on Sundays or during school holidays. For only a £15 fee, you have the use of two
rooms (one vinyl floor and one carpeted), child-friendly tables and chairs, a kitchen, and
space even for a 10x10 foot bouncy castle! The heating of rooms can be arranged, if
required, for a small extra cost.

Pre-school premises are also available for hire in the afternoons during the week, either
on a temporary or regular basis. Why not arrange a visit to see the venue and find out if
itdés for you? Telephone: 811200.






