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             Volume 14 Number 1    March 2010 

Deadline for copy for the  
June Chronicle is May 1st 

Volume 14 Number 1 

Welcome to the fifty-third issue of the Charlbury Chronicle.  My apologies for any 
mistakes in content or lay-out as this has been a difficult edition to produce with 
only one eye and one hand (donôt ask!). 
 
Please note that one of our colourful local shops is re-locating é.  Happily not 
leaving Charlbury, but Tim Widdows is simply moving diagonally across the road 
into Market Street, opposite the Corner House  -  we wish him well at his new 
premises, 
 
Having all experienced the dreadful snow and ice in January, readers will be in-
terested to read Helen Bessemer Clarkôs well-researched article about snow 
clearance.  Our County and District Councillor also have comments to make on 
the subject. 
 
We are introducing an unusual sort of Quiz on page 31, which also gives the  
answers!   It will be interesting to see how many readers partake and send in 
their solutions  -  if it seems popular the quiz setter would be happy to produce 
more for future editions of the Charlbury Chronicle. 
 
Wishing all our readers a belated Happy New Year and a Happy Springtime, 
 

Lynette Murphy 
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HOME- START  

RETURNS TO  

CHIPPING  

NORTON  
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO 

HELP LOCAL PARENTS IN 

YOUR AREA 
We value your experience as a parent and need  

volunteers to support families with children under 5 in 

their own homes.  Full training and expenses provided.  

Next preparation course starting end of February 2010.  

If you have 2 -3 hours to spare each week, could you 

befriend a local family?  

 

Interested?  Then come and join us !  

Contact Karen or Christine  

tel/fax 01295 266358  

email: info@home -startbanbury.org.uk  

 

More information is available on our web site:  

www.home -startbanbury.org.uk  

 

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT VOLUNTEERS 
WANTED 

Are you: 
- Warm and empathic? 
- A good listener? 
- Able to cope with other 
peopleôs sadness? 
Do you: 
- Have around 16 hours a      
month to spare? 
- Have your own  
transport? 
- Want to make a differ-
ence? 

We provide: 
- Full training  
commencing   
September 2010 
- Ongoing support,  
training and  
supervision 
- Travel and phone  
expenses 

Please come to a taster evening at Sobell to find out more 
Mon 26 Apr 6-8pm or  Mon 10  May 4-6pm 

Sobell House Bereavement Service, 
Churchill Hospital, Old Rd, Headington 

Oxford OX3 7LJ 
Tel: 01865 225878 for more details 

We do not recommend this work for those who have been 
 bereaved in the last 2 years 

 
The Priory, Gothic House 

and Heathfield  
will be open for the  
National Gardens 

Scheme  
in aid of charity on  
Sunday, 9th May from 
2pm until 6pm.  

 
Teas at the Memorial Hall  

in aid of the  
Charlbury Community Centre 

Appeal  
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Pavement Clearing of Snow 

 
The subject, of whether we are allowed to clear the pavements in front of our property 
without fear of litigation if someone subsequently falls,  is a minefield of mis-information 
and no information.  Because I cannot believe that all common sense has gone out of 
the window, I have done  a  little independent digging of my own, which reveals the 
following: 
 
(a)  A few weeks  ago in parliament, Lord Adonis, the Secretary of State for Transport, 
was quoted in the Lords as saying that the urban myth that you could not clear your 
pavements was nonsense, and everyone should take a practical commonsense ap-
proach.  This view was supported in the Commons by Siddiq Khan, the Transport  
Minister. 
b) A report in the Witney Gazette, and, indeed, later in the Telegraph, quoted a Bicester 
lawyer saying, in effect, that Adonis and Khan were politicians, and not lawyers.  The 
latter, and particularly a judge, would see things in a different way.  Indeed, I spoke to 
this lawyer, who confirmed that  the problem is that the law of negligence is largely our 
old common law, and it therefore becomes very difficult to give a clear decision. Every-
thing ñturns on the factsò 
 c) I also spoke to an independent Insurance Broker who gave it as his view that if prop-
erty owners had normal household insurance, with general public liability, then this 
would probably cover them for such eventualities, as long as they had taken reasonable 
care in clearing the pavement (ie. Had not thrown hot water on the snow, leading to 
immediate icing over!). He thought that a reasonable judge would know the difference 
between a householder's negligence and his effort to be a good citizen. 
d) Oxfordshire County Council have been issuing guidelines from Communities and 
Local Government of what to do in bad weather, including a quote from Volunteerin-
gEngland, saying ñhelp clear pavements to prevent slips and falls ï don't believe the 
myths about being suedò.  However, when I rang Volunteering England they confirmed 
that they had not actually taken legal advice about this. 
e) An article in the Times of January 16th, written by Janice Turner, includes a well run 
complaint that we have lost our capacity to think for ourselves, and take risk, and our 
self-reliance, and, on the subject of snow clearing of pavements, she says she rang the 
Association of Personal Injury Lawyers (APIL) whose spokesman insists that risk of 
legal action is, indeed, a myth. If we clear the snow we must merely show ñreasonable 
responsibilityò. 
 
It will be seen that there are as many answers as there are snow-covered pavements.  
Unless and until there is a definite law instructing property owners to clear their pave-
ments (as happens on the Continent), then there is no absolute answer to the problem. 
However, it would appear to my layman's mind, that if due care and attention is paid to 
the action of clearing the pavements, then we are probably unlikely to be prosecuted, 
or, at least a judge would find in our favour, but that is only my personal opinion, worth, 
as any lawyer would confirm, absolutely nothing! 
 
It is, though, understandable that the Charlbury Town Council are unable to give a defi-
nite ruling on this, as if they did, and a compensation claim was pursued by someone 

Continued on page 5 
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PELLMANS 
SOLICITORS 

1 Abbey Street, Eynsham, Oxon OX8 1HR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tel: 01865 884400 

Fax: 01865 884411 

 

Evening surgery at North Leigh by appointment 

¶ Business & Employment Law 

¶ Divorce - Finances, Children 

                              & Cohabitation Disputes 

¶ Property - Residential & Commercial 

¶ Wills, Probate and Trusts 

MATHS EXTRA 
1 to 1 tuition 

for 7 -  11 years 

(Key Stages 1 & 2) 

 
Fully qualified teacher  -  30 years 

Experience  -  National Curiculum 

guidelines followed 

 

¶ Boosts self confidence 

¶ Special needs support 

¶ Make Maths FUN again! 

 

Contact Wendy Clifford 

Telephone: 01608 811006 

Mobile: 07778834287 

wmf.clifford@virgin.net 
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who slipped, then the householder could hold the Charlbury Town Council reponsible for 
issuing the instructions.  Obviously the Town Council insurance would not be 
sufficient for such eventuality, and we will have to await further information from the Coun-
ty Council.   
 
A meeting has been arranged between representatives of the Charlbury Town Council 
and Oxfordshire County Council to discuss this matter, as well as working out a system in 
the future whereby our roads, especially those to the station, might possibly have some 
priority for gritting. 
 

Helen Bessemer-Clark 

CHIPPING NORTON MUSIC FESTIVAL  
Friday March 5th ï Saturday March 20th  

The 98th Chipping Norton Music Festival opens with The Youth Jazz Band Challenge on Friday 

5th March.      

This was a new innovation in 2009 and if that was anything to go by this should be full of toe-

tapping jazz and a great way to start the Festival.  

We have two professional concerts for you offering quite a diversity. 

Diabolus in Musica are performing a programme of historical music played on authentic instru-

ments at Chastleton House on Sunday 7th March at 12:30 and 2:30pm.  

Tickets are Ã12.50 to include wine and canap®s. 

 

Jacqui Dankworth & Charlie Wood  
The celebrated jazz singer Jacqui Dankworth with Hammond organ/piano/vocalist Charlie Wood 

will be celebrating the music of legendary 1961 duo Ray Charles and Betty Carter. 

Sunday 14th March, Chipping Norton Town Hall. Tickets Ã15 

 
The highlight of the Festival is:- 
Festival Concert  
Saturday 20th March 7.30pm 
This concert is a showcase of performers from the Festival classes and gives an insight 
into the wealth of talent who take part in our Festival. 
Chipping Norton Town Hall Tickets Ã5.00 concessions Ã4.00 
 
Tickets for all the above concerts are available from Jaff® and Neale, 01608 641033  
 
Throughout the Festival fortnight individuals have the opportunity to perform in front of experi-

enced professionals and are given feedback. Audiences are welcome to listen to the many and 

varied classes which are held in Chipping Norton Town Hall and usually start at about 4:00pm. If 

you would like to know anything more about the Festival information is available on the website 

www.cnmf.org.uk or email secretary@cnmf.org.uk  

 

http://www.cnmf.org.uk/
mailto:secretary@cnmf.org.uk
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ROYAL BRITISH LEGION ï CHARLBURY BRANCH 
 
 
The Poppy Appeal for 2009 raised Ã5,185.52 in Charlbury and the surrounding area 
[Finstock, Fawler, Chilson, Shorthampton and Cornbury with Wychwood]; yet another 
record! We would like to thank all those who helped to raise this sum, both donors and 
collectors. and particularly those who gave so generously.  
If you would like to help with the 2010 Poppy Appeal in any way please contact the Poppy 
Appeal Organiser, Mick Charlesworth on 01993 869283 [Finstock].  
 
The Charlbury British Legion Darts Cup for the Open Pairs was held at Ye Olde Three 
Horseshoes and won by Barry Dodman-Edwards with Brian Mitchell. 
 
The Annual Band Concert 
The Band Concert was given by the Accidentals, another fantastic evening - note  your 
diary now for Charlburyôs ñgig of the yearò in November 2010.  During the evening Poppy 
Appeal collector certificates were awarded to Malcolm Dix for 10 years and Nigel Walsh 
for 5 years. After the event certificates were delivered to Tessa Haddon [Fawler] and San-
dra Slater, both for 5 years.  
 
Wreaths were laid at the War Memorial in St Maryôs Church on Remembrance Sunday 
by the Charlbury Branch Mr. Cyril Kerry - Charlbury Branch Vice Chairman, Thames Val-
ley Police, WPC Sam Hunter and Charlbury Town Council Cllr.Nicolette Lethbridge. 
The Kohima Epitaph was read by Pamela Keating.  The wreaths remain at the Memorial 
until Candlemas when they are removed and the Branch wreath is relocated to the War 
Memorial Hall. 
 
Branch Website www.Charlbury rbl.org.uk 
Has full details of the Branch including minutes of the meetings. There is also a selection 
of photographs taken in November during the concert, parade and so on. The branch 
would like to thank Dave Murphy for his help with this.  
 
Branch Coffee  Morning 
Will be held on Saturday 8 May in the Corner House. For information please telephone 
810822. 
 
Trip to the National Arboretum, Alrewas, Staffordshire:  The Branch is hoping to  
arrange a trip on the 19th or 26th October 2010.  Expressions of interest to Jane Parsons, 
01608 810822 by April 1st 2010 please. 
 
Assistance 
For further information about the work of the Legion, how to join or how to obtain assis-
tance, please contact Nick Potter [Branch President] on 810388 or Derek Fowler [Branch 
Chairman] on 811706. 
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The 13
th
 Charlbury Beer Festival 10

th
 July 2010                          

A Fun Day for Everyone from Midday ï 11pm  

Put the 10th July in your diary and make sure you will be visiting the Cricket Ground for 
The 13th Charlbury Beer Festival.  For 2010, our theme is ñGrowing and getting greenerò 
and we are going to make this yearôs festival the most successful ever.  

Remember in 2009 The Charlbury Beer Festival was a great success and raised over 
Ã10,000 and as a result we have been able to help many local charities.  

So for 2010, from a charity perspective, we will of course be maintaining our roots in 
Charlbury where we will continue to support local causes, however we also feel that in 
the world of today we can share with those further afield who have less.  

Also, reducing our carbon footprint has been at the forefront of our planning and we will 
be reducing our wastage this year.  

We of course want to remain dynamic and have been listening to your feedback about 
what you have enjoyed in previous years and what you would like to see in future at The 
Beer Festival.   

In 2010, we are making The Beer Festival a fun day out for everyone.  We will be satisfy-
ing the palates of beer drinkers with 48 beers - including 8 CAMRA Gold medal winners 
and 8 nominated ales from local CAMRA branches - and for those who canôt resist a 
glass of cider on a lovely summerôs day there will be 12 ciders from Devon and a headlin-
ing locally made Charlbury cider! For those of you who prefer the grape there will be an 
English (yes, English!) wine and a range of international wines. We will also be introduc-
ing instructed ñspeed wine tastingò slots!   

There will be fun for all the family, with many exciting childrenôs activities, games and 
entertainment and, just when everyone is getting hungry, we can satisfy those appetites 
with a wide range of locally sourced food on offer all day this year.   

Of course the music is a popular feature of The Beer Festival and bands will be playing 
from midday until 11pm. Make sure you join us for the Saturday evening, because last 
year the band and atmosphere were excellent.  Come and enjoy the choices of beer, 
wine, cider and food which will be available till closing time.  

So you will really be able to enjoy yourselves as a family, a group of friends or as an indi-
vidual visitor to The Beer Festival this year.  Look out for the Beer Festival programme 
which will be available from June and in the meantime you can keep up to date with all 
the news on our website www.charlburybeerfestival.org/ 

Support The 13th Charlbury Beer Festival, make it a great charitable success and come 
along for a full dayôs entertainment. Tell your friends to come along too and it is only Ã5 to 
enter!   Cheers. 

Monty Phillips 
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CHARLBURY MUSEUM 
NEWS 

 
The Charlbury Museum will be reopening 
on the Easter weekend, 3-5 April. As be-
fore.it will be open on Saturdays from 
10 to 12 AM, and on Sundays and Bank 
Holiday Mondays from 2.30 to 4.30 PM. 

  

Later in the year, to celebrate the Cen-
tenary of the Girl Guides, there will be a 
special exhibition on the history of Guides 
and Brownies in Charlbury. (In the inter-
ests of equality there will also be material 
on Scouts and Cubs). 
  

The Museum cannot open without the 
help of its volunteer stewards, to whom 
we are all very grateful. If you would like 
to become a steward, please contact Jen-
nifer Bartlett on 810312. There will be a 
reception for all stewards, old and new, in 
the Museum, on Friday 26th March, from 
6 to 8 PM. 

  

Other dates for your diary:  there will be 
coffee mornings in aid of the Museum in 
the Corner House on April 10th and May 
29th. The annual Museum plant sale wil 
be held in the Museum garden on June 
6th. 
  

Copies of the DVD 'Memories of Charl-
bury' will be on sale in the Museum 
(Ã7.50) when it reopens. 
 

Charles Tyzack 

 

 
THE DAY CENTRE - HELP! 
 
 

Since the last issue of the Chronicle when 
we asked for volunteers, helpers, drivers 
and cooks, three of our cooks have had 
to stand down for one reason or another, 
and we are desperate.  If you, reading 
this, could respond by cooking a meal, 
once a month, or even less, or would like 
further information, do not hesitate and 
please let me know. 
 

Janet Walker 

Vice Chairman. Tel: 810681 

CHARLBURY MEALS ON 
WHEELS 
 
Meals on Wheels is pleased to 
say that neither ice nor snow 
interrupted deliveries of hot 
meals in January with many 
thanks to all volunteers. 
 
If you know someone who 
would like a hot cooked meal 
delivered to their door at noon 
time on Tuesdays for just Ã2 
please contact Marjorie Glas-
gow on 810161 or Jan Griffiths 
on 810440   Anyone wishing to 
volunteer one morning per 
month please contact Marjorie. 
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CORNER HOUSE &  
MEMORIAL HALL NEWS 

 
We are pleased to announce that we now 
have 120 full place settings for 
hire for functions in the Hall and Corner 
House. Booking sheets are 
available in the Corner House or via our 
community page on the web. 
 
By popular request the Brize Singers  
return to Charlbury on 30th April. The 
concert raises funds for the Corner House 
and Memorial Hall. It starts at 7.30pm. 
Tickets from Cotswold Frames. 
 

Stephen Andrews (811212) 
Chairman of the Committee 

 

Ensemble OX: chamber    
music in  Charlbury              
September 09                                                                                
Marion Ackrill reports back  

11am Outside the Memorial Hall under an 
electric blue sky we assembled the giant 
marimba. We unfurled magnificent flags of 
the 11 countries represented in the pro-
gramme, kindly lent by embassies such as 
Argentina, Armenia and Azerbaijan for the 
occasion. Shimmering sun alongside star-
tling Saracen and silken stripe were hung 
on the hallôs end wall to make a stimulat-
ing backdrop for the music.1pm Percus-
sion battery, harp, piano, marimba, chairs 
set on stage and floor for twelve OX musi-
cians to rehearse the programme for the 
first time since its last performance 6 
months before. How would it feel, how 
change in response to that experience? 
An ill singer needed replacing; how would 
the incomer fare with 3 tricky songs learnt 
in just three days? 4pm Tea and cake in 
the garden room, wonderfully soft chairs. 
The musicians read, knitted, discussed 
ailments, exchanged amusing perfor-
mance anecdotes. 5pm 6 neighbours 
arrived: the front of house team. I felt my 
good fortune. 5.30pm A pleasing hall of 
faces known and unknown ï well here 
goes!! 7.30pm We greatly enjoyed making 
the music, the audience seemed to enjoy 
it too. Now itôs all gone. 9pm Then there 
were 2. We dismantled the marimba, un-
pegged the flags, stacked the chairs, 
pulled out the plugs, loaded the van. Weôd 
been in the hall 10 hours back and front 
stage without stopping.  

Outside The Bell we drank to future   
chamber music in Charlbury. 

 ñ..fast moving and delightfully infor-
mal...this refreshing concert.ò  Oxford 
Times  

Join Neighbourhood Watch! 
 

Neighbourhood watch is a great way for 
you and your neighbours to keep an eye 
on each other and reduce your chance of 
becoming a victim of crime. 
 
You can set up a neighbourhood watch 
scheme in your street with as few or as 
many people as you like. You'll receive 
specific neighbourhood crime alerts and 
advice direct from the police, either by 
email or telephone - the choice is yours. 
Once you're a member you'll have street 
signs and windows stickers to display and 
a pack of crime reduction leaflets offering 
advice and guidance. 
 
Signing up is easy. Either join online at: 
www.tvpcommunitymessaging.org or  
telephone Danielle Hilton at the Safer 
Communities Partnership on 01993 
861640. 
 
Your local crime reduction advisor Bill 
Butcher also offers free home security 
surveys.   
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Market St  Charlbury  Oxon OX7 3PH 

 


