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Police Report from  PCSO Wesley Smith  

Remember if you wish to contact me to discuss any police issues please either call  
the non-emergency number on 0845 8 505 505                                                                 
or email  wesley.smith@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk 

 
Thames Valley Police Post is open on Monday afternoons 12-3pm at the Corner House. 
Come a long and speak to us about any concerns you may have or call 101 if itôs a non 
emergency or 999 in an emergency. 

      June 2014           Volume 18 Number 2 

Deadline for copy for the September Chronicle is  
August 1st 2014 

 

As usual in Charlbury there is lots to do in the summer months, and a rough 
count of ôthings happeningô  in this issue comes to nearly twenty entries ð and 
there are lots more advertised around the town and on the Charlbury website.   
Enjoy! 
 
We would like to record our hearfelt thanks to all those clubs, societies, groups 
and individuals who responded to our plea for help with our finances.   It has 
been very  encouraging that so many of you have felt able to respond to our  
request, and we hope now to be able to continue without worrying about the 
Charlbury Chronicleôs future.  My thanks go to Dawn Colvin, our Treasurer, who 
has overseen our financial affairs since we started in 1997, and has been      
instrumental in sorting out our recent problems. 

 
 

                                                                                          Lynette Murphy 

mailto:Wesley.smith@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
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FRIDAY COFFEE MORNINGS 
AT THE CORNER HOUSE 

A reminder that HOT DRINKS & HOT SCONES are served every Friday morning  
between 10 and 11.30am at the Corner House in aid of its upkeep.   

 
Come and meet your friends! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Gifford Trust is pleased to announce that preliminary work has begun on the design 
of the new Charlbury Community Centre. The Centre is expected to include a sports  
multi-purpose hall, library, computer area and general community space. The current 
design does not include residential provision as enabling development. 
  
Various funding sources have been secured, including over Ã160,000 raised through the 
on-going efforts of the Charlbury Community Centre Appeal group which is celebrating its 
10th anniversary this month.  Founding members, Lynette Murphy,  Diana Potten and 
Richard Neville have been instrumental in the success of the CCCA.  Anthony and Jessie 
Horn and Charlie and Sheila Peacock have also been huge contributors in the past few 
years.  The CCCA has many more events planned for the year ahead and welcomes help 
from anyone interested in using the new Community Centre. 
  
Further funding news was announced at the Parish meeting on April 4th when Liz Reason, 
Chair of The Charlbury Motor Fire Brigade Trust, said that the CMFBT has agreed, in 
principle, to provide funding towards the new Community Centre.   Oxfordshire County 
Council has provided its draft funding agreement for Ã348,000. In contract negotiations 
with OCC the Gifford Trust is being represented by a partner from international law firm 
Squire Saunders on a pro-bono basis.    
  
Please look out for further updates on our website. 

Jill Judson, Trustee, The Thomas Gifford Trust 



3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Charlbury Variety Show 
Calling all people with talent! 

Saturday 11th October, 7.30-11pm  
Memorial Hall, Charlbury 

As a fundraising event for the Charlbury Community Centre Appeal, we will be hosting a 
variety show, featuring some of the amazing talent that there is in Charlbury and       
surrounding villages. 
 
If you are a singer, musician, comedian, dancer, magician or have any other talents that 
could entertain people, and are aged 16 or over, we would like to hear from you. There 
will be up to 30 four-minute slots and we hope to have a wide variety of performers. The 
audience will sit at tables and be served with drinks and snacks during the performance. 
This is not a competition, there will be no criticism, positive or negative, apart from 
riotous applause! 
 

Please note that the venue may have to be changed ð  make sure 
you check  nearer the time. 
 

Please contact Tanya Stevenson to register interest or for more information:              
billandtanya@outlook.com or mobile: 07871 795748. 

 

Macmillan Coffee morning on  Friday       
September 26th. (Please note NOT the 27th which I put 

in the  Chronicle mistakenly.)  It will be at The Quaker Meeting 
house from 10am ï12pm.   We have been donated some great 
raffle prizes.....how do you fancy a week in a beautiful Norfolk 
cottage for six?  We will aim to have a good quality bricabrac 
stall together with our stunning Bring and Buy/cake stall......not 
to mention that raffle.  
 
However, response from Chronicle readers has not been 
overwhelming so please  do  support us, can't do it without 
you!  
Do put the date in your diary and let us know if you can help in 
any way. 
Liz and Bob Tait  810150                      elizabethtait@msn.com 

mailto:elizabethtait@msn.com
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BOBBYôS TAXIS 
tel: 07828 158686 

Email:  
Livey@LiveysTaxis.co.uk 

 

 

French/Italian Tuition  
Primary, GCSE, AS and A2 

Adult Tuition (beginners to advanced)  

Charlotte Hamilton MA (Oxon)  
T: 01608 658537   M: 07876 237840 

Www.charlotte-hamilton.co.uk 
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óCharlbury in the First World Warô 
Sue Rangeley explains the Exhibition at Charlbury Museum 

 
This exhibition explores the life on the Home Front in 1914; the poignant stories of    
Charlburyós soldiers, sailors,are revealed in displays which interweave factual details with 
family memorabilia. The war too irrevocably changed the lives of women, within  the    
exhibition are the unique stories of some Charlbury women during the First World War. 
 It was this facet of the exhibition, óWomen in Wartimeô, that caught my imagination and 
inspired an exciting journey of research. 
 
 It was the magic of Google that brought Nora Constableôs story to life; she was born in 
Charlbury, her father was the landlord of The Bell. The National Archives holds  the    
records of her nursing work; she enlisted in Queen Alexandraôs Imperial Military Nursing 
Service in 1914. Within a few months Nora was nursing the British casualties of the gas 
attacks at Ypres in 1915. But what is so special about Nora, is that she was a friend of 
Edith Appleton, whose famous diaries, óA Nurse at the Frontô, mention óConstableô in   
numerous entries during 1916, at Etretat.   Alas no photo of Nora has emerged (yet!) , but 
her story is truly fascinating. 
 
Hilda Horniblowôs story is equally interesting and amazing.  Her early life began in     
Charlbury, her father Frederick Thomas Horniblow was a stationer (his shop was where 
News & Things is now).  The Oxford Dictionary of National Biography holds all the details 
of her life and career.  After joining the Womenôs Legion in 1915, Hilda was soon showing 
her talent for supreme leadership, organising mass catering for thousands of men in  
Eastbourne in 1916. Her wartime photograph may display a gentle, passive smile, but 
Hilda was a woman of substance!  In 1917 she was in France, seconded to the American 
Expeditionary Force; her role: Chief Controller, in charge of the entire army kitchens. 
The Womenôs Land Army uniform would have been a familiar sight in Charbury; the    
organisation was formed 1917 despite resistance from some farming communities. For 
local girl, Maria óEmmaô Oliver, who preferred  outdoor life, rather than gloving,  this war 
work  naturally appealed; she was only a teenager, working at Hill Barn Farm (off     
Woodstock Rd) when she enlisted.   Emmaôs story emerges through her possessions: a 
Land Army armband; a harvesting bonnet, and the reminiscences of her daughter.  
 
 The Red Cross in Charlbury was active throughout the war; Lady Margaret Watney, who 
lived at Cornbury Park, organised fund raising and óworking partiesô. Her daughters, 
Rosalind and Silvia, enlisted in war work, and their stories emerged from Red Cross   
records and photos loaned by grandchildren.  For all the Charlbury women of the óRed 
Cross Working Party No. 4420ô who made thousands of socks, bandages, slippers etc. for 
the soldiers, we have no names, only an archive record: óexcellentô 
 
Perhaps there are more stories of Charlbury women in war time waiting to be told, if you 
have one please let us know. Maybe a life story to accompany the china figure of a 
óMunitionetteô, whose dangerous factory work Lloyd George praised. 
 
 

The Museum is open: Sat. 10-12, Sun. & Bank Holidays 2.30-4.30. 
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LƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ϧ 
LƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ΧΦ 

 
aŀǊƪŜǘ {ǘ /ƘŀǊƭōǳǊȅ hȄƻƴ h·т оt[ 

 

лмслу уммулр 
ǝƳϪŎƻǘǎǿƻƭŘŦǊŀƳŜǎΦŎƻΦǳƪ 
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CHARLBURY AMATEUR DRAMATIC SOCIETY (CADS) 

 

 
To introduce myself, Iôm Tim Widdows (c/o Cotswold Frames ), and this is my 

first review for CADS as their new chairman. I would like to take the opportunity to thank 
Madeleine Wheare for her leadership of the society for the past 3 years which I believe 
has helped  put the society in the positive position that it is today;  they are going to be 
some big shoes to fill but I have a great team on my  committee and with their help I 
hope we can carry on the good work that Madeleine and her team  had been doing. 
At the time of writing of this review we were hoping that the Memorial Hall extension 
would be well on its way, but with the last of the grant decisions having been  postponed 
the building work has been delayed, but now we have just learnt  that final grant has 
been susessful  and we hope that the building work will commence soon and we are all    
looking forward to our winter production of A Midsummer Nightôs Dream in the newly 
completed Memorial Hall (fingers crossed). 
 
So, an update as to whatôs been happening:  Well again, due to the proposed works to 
the Memorial Hall, there wasnôt a spring production this year. However, we have not 
been idle; we had a very enjoyable play reading at the end of February hosted by Glenna 
Chadwick with Michael Palinôs witty play ñThe Weekend.ò  
21st March CADS members John Kearsey and Kate Morris were Question Master and 
Question Setter for the Charlbury Street Fair Quiz.  Committee members past and      
present made up a team and came a respectable joint fourth place  -    a great night out 
for a worthy cause. 
23
rd
 March an eager group of CADS helpers dismantled the CADS storage shed behind 

the Memorial Hall, battling against the rain, hail and sunshine.  The space is needed to 
allow the planned extension to be built; we will replace it with a new storage shed once 
all the work has been completed.  
26th April we held a coffee morning at the Corner House  and we would like to thank   
everyone who came along and supported us.  
We look forward now to THE CADS TREASURE HUNT on the 24th June - meet at 7.30 
pm at the Spendlove  Centre Car Park. Open to the wider community. Come along and 
join in the fun - traipse around Charlbury searching for clues and then meet up at the Pub 
afterwards for a drink and a laugh.  

 

We will be holding auditions for ñA Midsummer Nightôs Dreamò   in the 2nd week of July 
(actual date and venue to be confirmed on Charlbury website)  Do come along and     
audition - you would be all very welcome and rehearsals are due to commence in early 
September.. 
 CADS are a theatre group serving Charlbury and its surrounding villages, weôre 
always ACTIVELY SEEKING NEW MEMBERS - especially if you are interested in   
working back stage - please contact the Chairman or any member to find out more. 
Check out our facebook page and our page on the Charlbury website for up-to-the-
minute news.  
 

email: charlbury.drama@gmail.com; website: http://www.charlbury-drama.com/ 
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WHERE HAVE ALL THE BIRDS GONE? 
 
Iôm not talking about pigeons and jackdaws, but the small garden and countryside birds 
which the RSPB shows to have declined, almost to invisibility, during the last nine years 
since I came to live in Charlbury. Why has it happened? 
 
Increased pollutants from agribusiness and industry, vehicle emissions and the loss of 
wild hedgerows and woodland are among the most likely causes; and these factors seem 
to result from our modern way of life, as does the most important change of all: Climate 
Change.   The overwhelming majority (around 95%) of scientists who have researched 
the issue of Climate Change have concluded that manôs activities, particularly in vastly 
increasing the emission of carbon dioxide, are responsible. I have no cause to doubt 
them: loss of polar ice, raised sea levels, topsy-turvey weather patterns are ample proof. 
So what can we, as individuals, do about it?  
 
If we think the future matters, it means that we need to control the tendency to take from 
the planet without giving anything back. And this is where individual choices and actions 
matter.  ñBuy what you need, not what you wantò is a good maxim, even though it cannot 
always be applied! 
 
I share a quite large, old stone house, with a pleasant garden partly devoted to fruit and 
vegetables. Stone buildings are not the easiest to insulate: there are no cavity walls to fill, 
so we have installed extensive double-glazing and as much insulation as we can get into 
our awkward roof; we heat only the rooms in regular use. 
 
During the winter we have found our newish condensing-boiler far more efficient than its 
predecessor. We benefit from solar panels fitted a few years ago, which provide hot water 
on bright days. A cheery log fire warms the sitting-room and reduces gas consumption. 
Low-energy light bulbs predominate, but we still need a few conventional bulbs to aid 
close work, though this will change as technology improves. 
 
My motherôs injunction, ñWaste not, want not!ò applies not only to energy use, but to    
domestic shopping. We try to buy locally-produced organic food whenever possible, and 
avoid out-of-season food, particularly when flown from abroad (bananas and tropical fruits 
the exception!). In the kitchen, we reduce gas consumption by using a tiered steamer for 
multiple items, and try to use the electric oven for multiple dishes.  
 
We have greatly reduced our car-mileage to around 4,000 miles a year. Neither of us now 
needs to commute, visits to family and holidays are rare, and most of our shopping is now 
on foot. The train is an increasing alternative. Flying, which produces truly massive 
amounts of CO2, we avoid, except for a very rare treat on a holiday abroad. 
 
We have had encouragement and advice for most of these measures from Friends of the 
Earth, Greenpeace, the Centre for Alternative Technology in Wales, and local activists, to 
all of whom we owe a debt of thanks. Our actions have certainly not lessened the fullness 
of our lives, have greatly increased the comfort of our house, have reduced our bills; and 
perhaps most important of all, our carbon footprint. And itôs not been difficult! 
 
                                                                                David Ouvry, Charlbury Green Hub 
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PELLMANS                  
Your Local Solicitors 

  
ω  .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ 9ƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ [ŀǿ   ω tǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ 
    /ƻƴǘǊŀŎǘǎΣ [ŜƎŀƭ /ƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜ                   wŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭΣ /ƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ 
     ŀƴŘ 5ƛǎǇǳǘŜǎ              ŀƴŘ !ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ 
  
ω 5ƛǾƻǊŎŜ                         ω ²ƛƭƭǎΣ tǊƻōŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ¢Ǌǳǎǘǎ 
   CƛƴŀƴŎŜǎΣ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ                           ¢ŀȄ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ [ŀǎǘƛƴƎ 

   /ƻƘŀōƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ 5ƛǎǇǳǘŜǎ                                tƻǿŜǊǎ ƻŦ !ǘǘƻǊƴŜȅ 

  

лмуср уупплл 
ǿǿǿΦǇŜƭƭƳŀƴǎΦŎƻΦǳƪ 

м !ōōŜȅ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ 9ȅƴǎƘŀƳΣ hȄŦƻǊŘ h·нф п¢. 
IƻƳŜ Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ 

 
COTSWOLD DECORATIVE & FINE ARTS SOCIETY 
 
óEl Greco: Vision and Realityô is the subject of the Cotswold Decorative & 

Fine Arts Societyôs lecture on June 11th. As 2014 is the anniversary of El Grecoôs death, 
weôve planned a lecture to explore this vivid and revolutionary painter.   
 
The lecturer, Gail Turner, read history at Oxford and History of Art at the Courtauld           
Institute.  
 
Please note, there are no lectures in July or August. 

http://www.pellmans.co.uk/
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West Oxfordshireôs Council 

Tax remains second lowest  

Figures released by the Government show 
that West Oxfordshire District Council is, 
once again, charging the second lowest 
council tax rate out of all the 201 shire  
district councils in England.   
 
West Oxfordshire District Councilôs share 
of the Council Tax for a Band D property in 
2014/15 is set at Ã81.63 a year, which 
breaks down to Ã1.50 a week for providing 
all its services including waste and       
recycling collections, environmental health, 
leisure centres, housing and planning. 
 
The District Council has been praised by 
Government for freezing its Council Tax 
charge for the fourth year running and  
official figures show that by doing this the  
District Councilôs element of the bill has 
actually fallen in real-terms by 13%.  
Cllr Simon Hoare, Cabinet Member for 
Resources said: ñIt is excellent news for 
our residents that West Oxfordshire District 
Council is recognised as one of the leading     
authorities in the country for providing low-
cost value for money services. This has 
been achieved through careful planning 
and an on-going efficiency savings       
programme.ò 
 
At Ã81.63 a year West Oxfordshire District 
Councilôs Council Tax rate is half the    
national average and is the lowest of the 
five Oxfordshire district councils.   West 
Oxfordshireôs share of the Council Tax bill 
is about 5 % of the overall bill that         
Oxfordshire taxpayers receive. The bulk of 
the bill (79%) is payable to Oxfordshire 
County Council to cover major services 
such as Education, Highways, Social    
Services and the Fire and Rescue Service. 
The rest of the bill covers police and     
parish / town council services. 

Charlbury Art Society offer an 
Art Bursary 

Charlbury Art Society (CAS) in continuation 
of its aims to encourage art appreciation 
and artistic pursuits amongst its members 
and the local community is now able to 
offer a Bursary of Ã300 to a local person 
who is undertaking, or about to undertake, 
study for a formal art qualification at a   
recognised educational establishment.    
 
CAS will select one person to receive this 
bursary based entirely on its judgement of 
suitability of those who submit an          
application on a standard form supplied by 
the Society.  If in the opinion of CAS there 
is no suitable applicant then no selection 
will be made. 
 
Application forms can be obtained from the 
Secretary and must be returned no later 
than the 1st July 2014.    Applications will 
only be considered when applied for on the 
correct application form.   For these      
contact:  Marion Coates 01608 810116, or 
after the 15

th
 June Geoff Clifford 01608 

811006. 
 
ðððððððððððððððððð 

 

LATE SPRING 
Many find that others who have lost a 
loved one can offer valuable comfort and 
support.   The Chipping Norton Late Spring 
Support Group meet over coffee and cake 
in the front room at Highlands every 2nd 
and 4th Friday of the month from 10am to 
noon.    
 
If you would value the opportunity to meet 
with others who understand, please      
telephone Joan (07827235453 or 01235 
849427) for more information. 
 

You can visit our website : 
Www.latespring.org.uk 
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Charlbury Pre-school   

 
Charlbury Pre-School would like to start by thanking everyone who supported us during 
Art Week.   All the staff spent two terms working with the children to produce some   
spectacular displays and we were proud to show work from every child who attends the 
pre-school. 
 
We also wanted to thank everyone who stopped at the Corner House on May 17th to play 
games and have a cup of tea.  The Pre-School relies on everyone in the community   
supporting us and we have some exciting events coming up.   Please do try one of our 
delicious bacon sandwiches at the next Farmersô Market in June,  and the famous pig 
roast will be at both Wilderness and Cornbury.   We are also going to be serving tea and 
cakes at the Riverside Festival, so please do come down to the Mill Field and join us. 
 
We are also still taking registrations for September so please  ring or email to arrange a 
visit. Our number is 01608 811200 or email: admin@charlburypreschool.org.uk and we  
are located on Park Street opposite Cornbury Park.                                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                             Liz Gupta 

ððððððððððððððððððððððððððð 
 

[ƛǧƭŜ ²ƛƭŘ ¢ƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǎŜǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǇƭŀȅΧ 
 
Today there are a million ways to entertain children, but itôs increasingly the case that 
these involve sitting down indoors. However, ask any adult for their favourite childhood 
memories and youôll hear all about the outdoors ï finding frogs, digging for buried    
treasure and damming streams. In our busy lives the pressures of work and the wonders 
of technology mean that our children are spending less time outside than any previous 
generation. We care about this, and so weôve set up óLittle Wild Thingsô ï a new Charl-
bury-based community interest company, which aims to inspire children and adults about 
the natural world.  
We provide outdoor nature play for children in West Oxfordshire, giving them the chance 
to make mud pies, climb trees and build dens. Set in a local woodland, weôll be running 
exciting hands-on sessions for children and their families. These positive experiences of 
nature at an early age will help children become confident outdoors and encourage them 
to take an active interest in the future care of our environment. We want children to love 
being outside, because we believe nature is something you can never grow out of.  
 
Get involved with Little Wild Things all year round, and please join us for our launch party 
on Sunday 1st June to meet us and get muddy!    Visit our website for more details.  
 

Christine Donaldson and Charlotte Hansford,  Little Wild Things 
                                                                                                          littlewildthings.org.uk  

mailto:admin@charlburypreschool.org.uk
http://www.littlewildthings.org.uk
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NEWS FROM CHARLBURY PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 
In this edition of The Chronicle Iôm pleased to report on a number of community projects 
that the school is becoming involved with over the coming months. 
 

Firstly, the school will be taking part in this yearôs Artweeks open studios festival. As one 
of the venues on the Charlbury trail, the school will be displaying pupilsô artwork, selling 
cakes and refreshments, and running art workshops for children. Weôd like to thank  
members of the schoolôs fundraising body, the CSA, for making this happen, and we 
hope that it will be an enjoyable and successful event for everyone. 
 

The school is also looking forward to participating in Charlburyôs Community Led Plan. 
Representatives from the project will be coming into school over the summer months to 
discuss its aims with the children, and to explore ways of encouraging pupils and their 
parents to share ideas for improving the town in the future. 
 
Broadening out to the wider community beyond Charlbury, weôre also excited to be   
working with the Low Carbon Hub, an Oxford-based social enterprise, to assess the   
feasibility of installing solar panels on the schoolôs roof to generate renewable energy. As 
part of its óSolar energy for schoolsô programme, the Low Carbon Hub is working with a 
number of schools in Oxfordshire to reduce carbon emissions across the county, and 
solar panels are already successfully up and running at the Cherwell and Matthew Arnold 
schools in Oxford.   As well as providing discounted green energy to the school 
(electricity generated by the scheme will be sold to the school at a reduced rate), the  
project also provides educational opportunities for raising awareness of energy use and 
climate change.  Charlbury Primary School is part of the international óEco-Schoolsô   
initiative for improving the environment. This project therefore particularly appeals to us 
as we look towards qualifying for the Eco-Schoolsô highest-level óGreen Flagô award,  
continuing on from the work the school did to integrate sustainable practices into        
everyday school life to gain the scheme's Silver award. In addition, in summer 2011   
pupils at the school learnt about the benefits of solar heating when they designed and 
built a solar-powered water heater in the school playground with members of the     
Charlbury Beer Festival.   At the time of writing various surveys, assessments and      
applications are being conducted on the schoolôs behalf by the Low Carbon Hub to check 
the viability of the site, and we are waiting to hear whether the project can go ahead. If all 
goes to plan, then we hope that pupils will soon be seeing a renewable energy source in 
action on our own site. 
 

Finally, if you are new to Charlbury, you might be interested to know that we are always 
looking for local residents to join our Knowledge Well scheme so that we can find ways to 
tie-in your particular skills, knowledge and experience with national curriculum subjects to 
broaden the childrenôs education. If you would like to contribute to this scheme we would 
love to hear from you. Please contact the school on 01608 810354. 
 
                                                   Vicky Buser, Parent Governor, Charlbury Primary School 
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                CHARLBURY  TOWN  COUNCIL  REPORT  NO. 71 
By Councillor Nick Potter 

 
 
 

 
Charlbury Town Council:  The Town Council elected in May 2012 is now 2 years old 
and half way through its term of office.  Cllr. Jim Holah, first elected in 2012, resigned 
from the Council on 17th March for personal reasons.   He is warmly thanked for his    
contribution to the Council.   The vacancy was advertised and an election requested.   
Only one           candidate had been nominated by the Closing Date, 24th April, and so 
Harriet Baldwin has been elected unopposed to the Town Council. 
 
Pot Holes:  Those pot holes and other road surface problems that are known to O.C.C. 
Highways are marked with white or green paint and are in the programme for  repair.   
Those with no markings (even if next to a marked one) need to be reported to O.C.C. 
Highways or they will not get done.   Telephone:  0845 310 1111. 
 
The Annual Parish Meeting:  This was held on 4th April in the War Memorial Hall and 
was attended by about 30 members of the public together with Councillors.   A number of  
topics were raised concerning traffic, speeding, ignoring road signs, size of vehicles, state 
of the roads/streets, vehicle and pedestrian management at the station and maintenance 
of the Mill Cut.   All the points were discussed at the Council Meeting on 16th April and will 
be reported to the Police, O.C.C. Highways, or other relevant authorities. 
 
The Town Council Precept:  The total given in Charlbury Town Council Report No. 70 
(Charlbury Chronicle March 2014) was wrong and should read Ã80,910.72.  The other 
figures are correct. 
 
Councillor Surgeries:  These are set for Saturday 7th June, 2nd August, 4th October, and 
6th November.   They are held at the Corner House 10-12 noon. 
 
Defibrillator:  An anonymous benefactor has donated a substantial amount of money to 
West Oxfordshire District Council to purchase defibrillators for nominated towns and   
villages in the District of which Charlbury is one.   The Council hope to be able to install 
the defibrillator on the wall of the Co-op (subject to agreement) where it will have easy 
access for all.   This equipment can save the lives of those who suffer Cardiac Arrest.   It 
is not for Heart Attacks.   Once it has been installed the Ambulance Service have offered 
to lay on a Training Session for all those who are interested, at no cost;  details in due 
course.    The installation of the defibrillator does not undermine the role of the First    
Responders who live in Charlbury and in fact will compliment the work they do.   The 
Town Council is considering the purchase of a second defibrillator to be installed some-
where in the area of the Fire Station (subject to agreement) but will have to obtain grants 
to the value of some Ã2,000.00 for this. 
 
Wigwell:  The Nature Reserve which is the property of Thames Water is thriving and 
after a long gap, negotiations are proceeding so that its management can be handed over 
from the Town Council to the Wychwood Project in  the summer. 
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CHARLBURY FARMERSô MARKET 2014 
On the Playing Close between 9am and 1pm on 

Saturday, June 14th 
Charlbury  Farmersô Market is administered by Thames Valley Farmersô Market    Co-
operative Ltd.  The Market is organised by Nick Potter, Roger Watts and Geoff     Bur-
roughs.  The contact address is: Lancut House, Lyneham Road, Milton-under-
Wychwood, OX7 6LW  tel: 0784 328 7091 email rogerw@bfocus.co.uk 

 
Centenary Wood:  The woodland which is maturing nicely is the property of Oxfordshire 
County Council who are responsible for its management.   Any queries about Centenary 
Wood should be referred to Vicky Fletcher at O.C.C. Countryside Services on 01865 
815420.   She is the Historic and Natural Environment Team Leader.   There is no longer 
a County Forester and the Oxfordshire Woodland Project has been cut with the Manager 
made redundant. 
 
Riverside Festival:  Permission has been granted by the Town Council for the use of the 
Mill Field free of charge on 26

th
 and 27

th
 July subject to conditions and the issue of a   

Licence by West Oxfordshire District Council. 
 
Public Events:  A number of public events are planned to take place in and around   
Charlbury during the summer and, although they are enjoyable events for some, they are 
a nuisance for others.   Matters concerning Traffic Management including Car Parking 
and matters concerning Public Order including Anti-Social Behaviour should be reported 
immediately to Thames Valley Police on 101.   Matters concerning Noise should be    
reported immediately to West Oxfordshire District Council on 01993 861000 (weekdays 
0900 ï 1700hrs) or 01993 705056 (weekends and out of hours). 
 
Overhanging Branches, Wheelie Bins, Dog Fouling:  These are all ongoing problems 
causing inconvenience for the people who use our pavements.   Please cut back    
branches that hang over pavements and likewise trim back hedges and plants that are 
difficult to pass especially with prams etc.   Please put your wheelie bin and black boxes 
away once they have been emptied and please remember that you are responsible for 
your dog so ñScoop it, Bag it, Bin itò! 
 
 

To contact the Town Council, email the Town Clerk (Roger Clarke) at                         
charlburytc@btinternet.com or telephone 01608 810608 9am ï 5pm.                             

(Not weekends or Bank Holidays).   
Further information can be found at www.charlburytowncouncil.co.uk 

 

mailto:charlburytc@btinternet.com
http://www.charlburytowncouncil.co.uk/
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PATRICIA FREEMAN 
JEWELLER & SILVERSMITH 

  
Visitors and commissions welcomed 

Tuition by arrangement 
  

Tel: 01608 810360 
E patriciafreeman5@ googlemail 
Www. Patricia Freeman Silversmith.com 

NEWS FROM THE           
CORNBURY PARK TEAM 
The Wilderness Festival takes place in 
Cornbury Park from 7-10 August 2014 and 
OX7 residents have snapped up the           
substantially discounted tickets for locals 
which have been on sale this spring. These 
special tickets are now sold out, but you 
may well discover opportunities to win  
tickets in local raffles and prize draws. Fur-
ther details and tickets at:      
www.wildernessfestival.com 
 
This yearôs tree planting on the Cornbury 
Estate is complete, with most of the new 
trees ï oak, thorn and others ï at Rangerôs 
Lodge. The new grain barn at Smallstones 
is nearly ready; this will greatly reduce farm 
vehicle movements on the Charlbury to 
Burford road between Smallstones and 
Kingstanding. The walling maintenance is 
on-going in the park and a further stretch of 
dry stone walling at Rangerôs Lodge on the 
Charlbury to Burford road begins in June; 
this new wall will be set further back from 
the sharp bend to improve visibility and 
safety for drivers.  
 
Once again we'd like to remind you that 
while you are most welcome to walk on the 
official footpath along the perimeter fence 
connecting North Lodge to Southill, do be 
alert to potential wildlife hazards such as 
bees, snakes and deer. Please stick to the 
paths and keep well away from the river 
and the grazing stock - for your safety and 
theirs - and please do keep your dogs on 
leads. A reminder too that the permissive 
cycle route which follows the same path is 
open from spring until October every year, 
but there is no public access to the deer 
park for cars, walkers, runners or cyclists, 
except during special events.    
 
Follow us on Twitter @CornburyPark and at 
Facebook.com/CornburyPark, or get in touch 
by emailing us at: estate@cpark.co.uk,  
phoning on 01608 811 276, or signing up for 

alerts at www.cornburypark.co.uk 

Oxfordshire Advocacy 
We are looking for volunteers 
for our next training courses 

Oxfordshire Advocacy is an                  
independent, confidential free service            
supporting adults in Oxfordshire to get 
their voice heard and their wishes  

taken into account. 

Volunteer advocates work with people 
needing support to: challenge         
decisions, uphold rights, attend      

meetings, make a complaint.  
If interested, our next training course is 

in :  

 Oxford on 12th 13th and 20th June 2014. 

For an informal interview, please contact: 
jacinta.sands@oadg.org.uk 

Tel: 01865 741200 

Website: www.gettingheard.org 

http://www.wildernessfestival.com/
https://exchange.1and1.co.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=6877b64a87b9462981649aeb59e83c83&URL=mailto%3aestate%40cpark.co.uk
http://www.cornburypark.co.uk/
mailto:jacinta.sands@oadg.org.uk
http://www.gettingheard.org
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Relax, unwind, read the papers, catch up 
with friends and  

colleagues and enjoy some delicious 
home-made cake along with a steaming 
cup of Fair Trade tea or coffee at the 

Font Cafe 
St. Mary's Church,  

Charlbury 
9.15 to 11.30am 
Every Thursday 

For smaller children we provide 
a play area with toys. 

There is also a Traidcraft stall selling a range 
of fairly traded foods, crafts and cards. 

 

CHARLBURY MEALS ON 
WHEELS  

 
Meals on Wheels prepares and        
delivers meals on Tuesdays to  

residents of  Charlbury, Chadlington 
and Stonesfield 

Meals cost  Ã2  delivered 
 

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED 
Please ring Marjorie Glasgow on 01608 
810161 or Jan Griffiths  on 01608 810440 
if you can help. We are also accepting 
names for new recipients for our waiting 

list.   Please ring Marjorie .  

Community Education at the 
Marlborough School,     
Woodstock 
We run an extensive programme of   
courses for adults within the school all year 
round (apart from school holidays). 
A full copy of our brochure and current 
offer  is available to download on the   
Marlborough School website 
www.marlborough.oxon.sch.uk/community/
index/html  
If you would like a free printed copy of our 
brochure or to book a place please       
telephone 01993 813592 or email 
comed.4560@marlborough.oxon.sch.uk 
 
It is possible to join some of our weekly 
classes after week 1 if there is still availa-
bility ï please ring to check. 
All our courses are competitively priced to 
give our students great value for money. 
For up to date and comprehensive        
information about availability on courses 
please see the school website (as above) 
as courses become full they are listed for 
your information.                                             

Mrs Jenny Bodinham 

Marlborough C of E School, Community 

Education,  01993 813592 

Wychwoods Estate Agents 
have once again had a hugely        
successful response to their 
annual Easter Art                
Competition  
The art competition was first launched four 
years ago with Burford Primary School, 
and now Shipton-u-Wychwood, Ascott-u-
Wychwood, Charlbury and  Chadlington 
primary schools all participate.   
This yearôs competition was based on the 
participants designing an Easter Bunny 
Mask.  Over 200 entries were received and 
Wychwoods found that the children are 
getting more creative every year.  Some of 
the creative masks even included sweet 
wrappers and real rabbitôs hair!  
Alex Holmes had the enjoyable task of 
handing out the prizes and certificates to 
the winning entries at the schools.   
ñWychwoods thoroughly enjoy organising 
this competition along with the local      
primary schools.  Every year we always 
have a very enthusiastic response which 
we are delighted to see.  Although we sell 
and rent many homes in the area, it is  
fantastic to be involved in the community in 
other waysò  

http://www.marlborough.oxon.sch.uk/community/index/html
http://www.marlborough.oxon.sch.uk/community/index/html
mailto:comed.4560@marlborough.oxon.sch.uk
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CLUBS, GROUPS , S OCIETIES   
CHARLBURY BOWLS CLUB      
Thereôs  nothing better than being out in 
the sun enjoying a game of bowls!  Why 
not come along and join us?  You can try 
free of charge up to six times before     
becoming a member and whatôs more we 
will lend you everything you need.  All we 
ask is you wear flat shoes.   We meet on 
Tuesday evenings at 6pm for a practice, 
play friendly games against other clubs at 
weekends and inter-club competitions.   
We also have a menôs league on       
Thursdays who are currently in Division 2.   
Once a member you will have your own 
key to the green, so you can practice as 
much as you want.  All new members get 
Ã10 off the joining fee.   So what are you 
waiting for?   Come along and have a go.   
You are all very welcome. 
 

Heather Hill, Hon Secretary 
01608 810229 

charlburybowlsclub@hotmail.co.uk 
 
 

CHARLBURY WOMENôS       
INSTITUTE 
Weôre delighted our 2014 programme has 
proved so popular and have been pleased 
to welcome lots of new visitors to our meet-
ings this year.  Our change of venue in 
January, to The Cornbury Suite behind The 
Bell, has made parking much easier and 
proved a real benefit to speakers and 
members with equipment to bring along as 
well as giving us lots of space for activities. 
Itôs also extended our evenings as we reg-
ularly enjoy a drink in the bar after meet-
ings! Weôve had great fun learning to cro-
chet and circle dance, as well as enjoying 
talks by a published author and also a 
member of the Oxford Geology Group. 
Enthusiastic geologist Paul Sargent de-
scribed how the fossil bones of a giant 

reptile were found just 3 miles away in 
Stonesfield in 1824, resulting in the first full 
written account of what would later be 
called a dinosaur.  
Chris Smith, from the Oxford School of 
Motoring, will be giving useful driving tips 
and advice at our June meeting. A driving 
instructor with over 30 yearsô experience, 
he uses relaxation and positive thinking to 
ensure his students are confident and com-
posed! Our July speaker, Valerie Burton, 
promises a fascinating talk about the     
history of the Witney blanket industry, in 
which she worked for many years, taking 
us from its beginnings about 900 years ago 
to its demise in 2002. Weôll be finding out 
the origins of the term ótenterhooksô, how 
(menôs) urine was used as bleach and how 
the noise of the machines led workers to 
become expert lip readers!  
 
Charlbury WI meets on the 3rd Wednesday 
of the month in The Cornbury Suite, The 
Bell at 7.30pm.  Information about our 
forthcoming meetings can always be found 
under the óEventsô section on the Charlbury 
website or by contacting Pat Hill 
(President) on 810714 or Louise Cashman 
(Secretary) on 676995.  We take a summer 
break in August and meet up again in  
September.  Do join us ï we are always 
pleased to see new faces and guarantee a 
warm welcome. 
 
                                              Trish Cavell 
 

CHARLBURY CRICKET CLUB 
More cricket is now being played at Charl-
bury than at any time in the clubôs 140 year 
history. This positive celebration of the 
game is wonderful, but there is also a need 
for us to bring in new players. Our thriving 
youth section helps by introducing boys 
and girls to the great game and supplying 
fresh talent to the senior teams. Yet we are 
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CLUBS, GROUPS , S OCIETIES   

always on the lookout to welcome others 
into the wide range of cricket that we offer. 
Adult training evenings are on        
Wednesdays throughout the season, start 
6.30pm. If you are interested, just come 
along or, alternatively, contact any of our 
captains via the club website. 
A simple overview of just the home   
matches for the 2014 season shows how 
much cricket is actually going on: three 
teams in the Oxfordshire Cricket           
Associationôs leagues and cups, womenôs 
teams in the ECB Midlands League and 
Oxfordshire midweek league, Sunday , sen-
ior friendlies, Ernie Clack midweek knock-
out competition and midweek evening 
friendlies, plus youth games for Under-11s, 
U13 and U15 boys and girls teams and an 
U17 side. In addition, we also host some 
county matches and finals days. 
We have a dedicated team of coaches, 
ground staff and club officials who help 
steer us through such a busy programme 
and keep the club a central part of life in 
Charlbury. If you feel you can help the club 
in any way, do not hesitate to become  
involved. You will be most welcome. 
 
                                             David Horne 
 
 

CHARLBURY MUSIC CLASS 
Meetings of the Charlbury Music Class 
continue at The Bell with a History of    
Music for Keyboards on  Wednesday July 
2nd from 10.30 to 3.30.   Our professional 
tutor is Dr Kate Eckersley who has been 
running these classes for over 30 years 
and speaks about the subject and plays 
examples on CD.   These are enjoyable 
meetings with no pressure.  Attendance 
usually numbers 20-25.   There is a 50-
minute lunch breakðmost people lunch at 
The Bell, but this is not compulsory and the 
cost is not included in the attendance fee.  

The fee for a single class is  Ã20 for the 
day  including coffee,(with reductions for 
block bookings) . Attendance in 2013   
averaged 20-25.  No technical musical 
knowledge is required of those attending, 
and the atmosphere is friendly and      
informal. Please ring Peter Fry on 01993 
359189 for full details. 
 

Charlbury Garden Society 
Summer Show  
The Societyôs Summer Show is on      
Saturday 21st June in the Memorial Hall.  
As well as the roses and sweet peas 
which fill the hall with such scent and  
colour, there are classes for other flowers 
and for fruit and vegetables. In the Groovy 
Growing section, children can enter a 
miniature garden  or edible necklace 
(instructions in the Societyôs annual    
programme ) as well as new potatoes or  
salad vegetables they have grown    
themselves.    
Staging is 8.30-10.45 am, and the show is 
open to the public from 2-4.30 pm.  
Schedules containing an entry form will be 
available in advance from the station, 
pharmacy, library and post office and can 
also be found via the website. You do not 
have to be a member of the Society to 
exhibit but members benefit from a     
discount when buying goods at six local 
garden centres. 
The Societyôs Annual Flower and Produce 

Show will be on 6th September.  

                                           Rob Stepney 
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Bessie Marchant ï author   (1862-1941) 
 
 
Bessie Marchant lived in Gothic House in Church Street.  She was a prolific author,    
producing some hundred and fifty books , serial stories and many short stories. They 
appealed to all ages. She was a regular contributor to ñLittle Folksò . In the later years of 
Queen Victoria's reign G.A.Henty was famous for his adventure books for boys.  Angela 
Brazil was also producing schoolgirl stories.  Bessie Marchant brought something new 
with her tales of resourceful  girls and women, who triumphed against the odds .The dust 
covers of the books promised excitement : girls riding horses in exotic places, another girl 
controlling a rearing horse and another following and spying on some people are just a 
few examples.  The titles were alluring too - ñHope's Tryst ï A Story of the Siberian   
Frontierò, ñThe Bonded Three, A Story of Indiaò, ñNorah to the Rescue- A Story of the 
Philippinesò were some. Her books were set in many lands and yet she herself never 
went out of England.  Despite this she managed to create a really authentic background 
to her stories. Charlbury resident Jennifer Bartlett lived with her parents in Myrtle Cottage 
opposite Bessie Marchant , who often visited them.  Jennifer's mother, Mrs. Price, used to 
tell the story that they had a long corridor in their house and Bessie Marchant was stand-
ing in the doorway of it waving her arms and legs around.  On being asked what she was 
doing she said she was trying to imagine what it would be like to be in an earthquake. 
Certainly she did a lot of research and through meeting a Dr Macray, the Vicar of South-
leigh, she gained access to the Radcliffe Camera and the Bodleian.   
 
Her upbringing did not seem likely to give her literary aspirations.  She was born in 1862 
of farming stock in the village of Pelham in Kent.  There were few books in the house and 
it seemed that she read Fox's ñBook of Martyrsò, probably at school, and hated it..  She 
received no formal education until she was eleven, when her mother sent her to a local 
Dame's school, run by a retired lady's maid from the big house. This did not last long as 
her mother suspected that her teacher was drinking and so sent her to a boarding school 
in nearby Canterbury. It was no more successful. When they found she wrote the letter B 
the wrong way round, they set her to making pothooks. She also did not get enough to 
eat. Her mother now decided to employ a governess for Bessie and her elder sister, while 
her brother went to a proper school.  She learnt enough to be employed as a teacher in a 
Baptist school in London in her early twenties.  It was at this time that she started writing.  
In 1889 she became the second wife of a Baptist Minister, Jabez Comfort.  His sermons 
were said to last up to an hour. He gave up the ministry and opened a small school in 
Hitchen, but later moved to Witney . His clever young wife helped him with this school. It 
is said she learnt Latin overnight and then taught it the next day. It was while running the 
school that she found time to write again. One of her earliest books was for boys, 
ñTommy's Trek, A Story of the Transvaalò. Another book claimed to be her first was 
ñBroken Barriersò in 1889 but it was ñThe Bonded Threeò set in India that really           
established her reputation. The story of a white planter living in isolation, the description 
of the damp heat, the sense of danger, the relationships of the children and servants are 
all deftly presented. 
 
While she was in Witney the sales of her books were such that she and her husband 
were able to close the school and she was able to devote all her time to writing. In 1904 
they moved to Charlbury, where they rented Gothic House for much less than their house 
in Witney.  The house had been neglected and mice had eaten away the gas pipes, so 
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A DATE FOR YOUR DIARY! 
 

Oxfordshire Historic  
Churches Trust  
Ride and Stride  
will be on  

Saturday 13th September.   For further 
information please contact Sarah Potter 

on 01608 810388. 

In aid of The Friends of              

Shorthampton Church 

 

CHILSON VILLAGE                             

OPEN GARDENS 

Sunday 29th June 2- 5pm 

Jazz and Home Made Cream Teas 

Everyone, except their dogs,              

most welcome 

the lighting consisted of oil lamps and candles. The house changed hands  several times 
but the Comforts were eventually able to purchase it for Ã450. Apparently Bessie took a 
bath every morning downstairs, though where that would be in the present house is not 
clear.  She would  dash up stairs with little on and get dressed.  She worked in what is 
now the Music Room but was then called the Library.  She sat  at a table with a window 
behind her and looking out through the French doors to the garden. Her manuscripts were 
neatly written in a copperplate hand though she later used a typewriter.  It is said that her 
husband carefully corrected her work and when he died in 1915, the publishers were  
surprised to receive a script from her written with the usual gusto but full of spelling errors 
and having little punctuation.     Blackie's were her main publishers and they included her 
books in what they described as ñpretty little storiesò.   One of her first books sold for nine 
old pence. 
 
Bessie Marchant did not really benefit as much as she should have from the huge number 
of books she produced. She  did not understand fully the business side of things and she 
sold the copyright of her books outright for anything from Ã20 to Ã60 and  thought she had 
done well!   It was not until 1930 that she employed a literary agency to look after her 
sales, which improved things. She resorted to letting rooms in Gothic House and Jennifer 
Bartlett can remember ladies living there.  Bessie was working right up to her death and 
one of her books was published posthumously. Her daughter Marchant Comfort continued 
to live in the house and when a cousin inherited the things in the house she asked Briony 
and Andrew Lawson, who were buying the house, to keep the collection together there. 
There is glass-fronted cupboard containing most of her books. There are neatly tied up 
manuscripts, letters and pictures. One of these shows her working in her corner of the 
library looking out into the garden . Jennifer Bartlett's father and Bessie Marchant shared 
a birthday and because he enjoyed her books, she usually gave him one on that day.  In 
December 1921 she gave him one, which was inscribed with something she probably felt 
had guided her life :- 
 

ñThe work we set out to do with all our heart and soul and strength 
is the work that succeedsò 

 
Diana Potten 
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The Charlbury Beer Festival: a reminder of what itôs all foré... 
 

The Charlbury Beer Festival has just awarded our annual overseas grant for 2014 to 
Cecilyôs Fund, to buy school shoes for Zambian children orphaned by AIDS.   Last year 
the CBF, with support from many readers of the Chronicle, raised nearly Ã25,000 for local 
good causes, and each year we give one grant (typically Ã1,000ï2,000) to an overseas 
childrenôs charity with Charlbury connections. The Director of Cecilyôs Fund, Molly Brech, 
is a Charlbury resident.  
 
Cecilyôs Fund was set up in 1998 in memory of Cecily Eastwood, a Stonesfield 19-year-
old who died in a traffic accident while on a gap year volunteering to help children in  
Zambia.  With its Zambian partners, Cecilyôs Fund provides Zambian orphans with every-
thing they need to go to school, and helps some of them to go on to train as peer health 
educators and teachers, giving them a far better chance of growing up to be self-reliant, 
and to live healthy, fulfilling lives and bring hope to others.  As Julie Grime of Cecilyôs 
Fund explains, óProviding a child with a good solid pair of shoes is a key part of our    
commitment to their education.  School shoes are especially important for Zambian    
children who often have to walk long distances to school.ô   Itôs a great example of how a 
local organisation can contribute to improving the lives of poor children in disadvantaged 
places, and CBF is proud to be able to channel part of the proceeds from our 2013 event 
to this cause. 
                                                                                                                Joanna Elliott 
 

The Seventeenth Charlbury Beer Festival will take place at Charlbury Cricket Club 

on Saturday 28 June 2014, from midday. There will be live music and other         

entertainment, childrenôs activities, good food and drink, and the World Aunt Sally 

Open Singles Championship ï and itôs all in a good cause. 

 
 
 
 

 
Are you looking for a Professional, Reliable                           

and Friendly Cleaning Service?  
.ŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘ-ŎƘŜŎƪŜŘ ǎǘŀũ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǘǊŀƛƴŜŘΣ ǳƴƛŦƻǊƳŜŘ  ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǳǊŜŘ 

5ŀƛƭȅΣ ǿŜŜƪƭȅΣ ōƛ-ǿŜŜƪƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ 
9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭƭȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ ǳǎŜŘ 

{ǇǊƛƴƎ ŎƭŜŀƴǎκ!ƊŜǊ-ōǳƛƭŘŜǊǎ ŎƭŜŀƴǎκhƴŜ hũǎκ9ƴŘ ƻŦ [Ŝǘǎ  
!ƭƭ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ƎǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜŘΦ   

tƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏŀƭƭ лмффо уунмпф ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦǊŜŜ ƘƻƳŜ Ǿƛǎƛǘ 
ƘǧǇΥκκǿǿǿΦǿŜƭŎƻƳŜƘƻǳǎŜƪŜŜǇƛƴƎΦŎƻƳκ 
ǿǿǿΦǿŜƭŎƻƳŜƘƻǳǎŜƪŜŜǇƛƴƎϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

http://www.welcomehousekeeping.com/
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       Street Fair 2014 to feature  a  Spitfire Flypast! 

 
           Street Fair will be held this year on Saturday 20th September with a                              

theme of ñFlying Heroesò. 
 

As a special attraction we are very excited to announce that this yearôs event                  
is set to feature: 

 

A Flypast by a Spitfire from the RAF Battle of Britain 
Memorial Flight! 

 
We are also hoping to feature other Spitfire-related attractions   -  so watch for further       
announcements. 
 
Evening Entertainment:   We are delighted to announce that the evening              enter-
tainment on Street Fair day will be provided by two very popular and talented local acts 
namely, Jess Goyder (previous festival appearances include Glastonbury, Cornbury and 
Wilderness) followed by The Village Idiots (back for a third year by popular demand) 
 
Other Street Fair News:   Our year got off to a great start with another enjoyable and 
successful Quiz Night in March and I would like to give special thanks to Kate Morris and 
John Kearsey from CADS for compiling and compering the Quiz, to Tim Newbold for the 
excellent food, to the Street Fair team and helpers for making it happen and to all the 
teams who took part. 
 
Open Gardens ï Sunday 1st June ï 2pm to 6pm:   Donôt miss this wonderful        op-
portunity to take a gentle stroll around the centre of Charlbury and view a range of beauti-
ful gardens, large and small, lovingly tended for your enjoyment.  As always, teas and 
cakes will be available in the Memorial Hall throughout the afternoon. 
 

Will you Help? 
Street Fair is YOUR event, celebrating and supporting YOUR community so why not become part of it? 
As the Street Fair team, it is our pleasure to keep alive this long standing tradition in Charlbury and to bring 
these events to you.  But without more help and support there is a real danger that this much loved feature of 
the Charlbury calendar may wither and disappear.  If you love and enjoy Street Fair please help us to keep it 
alive and exciting.  There are so many ways you can help.  Perhaps you help to run a stall, serve teas, sell 
draw tickets for us, make a cake or two, help us with publicity and social media or just lend a bit of muscle to 
help with set up and clear up.  Are you a whizz with Twitter, Facebook and other social media?  If so we 
would love to hear from you.  Do you have an odd hour or two to spare to make a few phone calls for us 
perhaps?  Perhaps you have some new ideas for future Street Fairs.  It all helps. 
 
If you want to keep Street Fair alive and you can help in any way, please get in touch at                                      
csfchairman@charlburystreetfair.org or call me on 01608 811021.  I look forward to    
hearing from you. 
 

Peter Kenrick - Chairman 


