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Charlbury Garage 
Hixet Wood, Charlbury, OX7 3SB 

01608 810898 
 

08:30 ï 17:00 Monday to Friday 
 

Attending to motoristsô needs for over 40 
years, we offer a local, friendly, helpful & 

trustworthy service 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Competitive tyre prices 
 

MOT Ã40 
 

Half-price MOT with Full Service 
Courtesy car available 
Cars bought & sold 

 
 
 

www.charlburygarage.co.uk 
info@charlburygarage.co.uk 

¶ Batteries 
¶ Aircon 
¶ Bodywork 

¶ MOT & Pre-MOT 
¶ Tyres & Exhausts 
¶ Servicing 
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Well itôs that time of the 
year, when we will be all 
finding the Christmas 
decorations and looking 
forward to buying the tree.  
I canôt believe how quickly 
its come round again! 

The late night shopping in 
Charlbury will be on 15th 
Decemberðsee page 6, so 
please do support our local 
businesses and buy your 
presents there.   You donôt 
have to wait until then, as 
Cotswold Frames have 
many gifts, the Post Office 
have lots of cards and 
wrapping up paper, plus 
stamps, and the Deli some 
delicious grub!   Also the 
Corner House will be selling 
warm drinks and there is 
the Community Carol Party 
in the Community Centre at 
8pmðalong with mince 
pies and mulled wine! 

St Maryôs Christmas Bazaar 
is taking place on Saturday 
2 December 

Congratulations to Street 
Fair who raised at least 
Ã9,300 for the Corner 
House and Memorial Hall.   
If you would like to help at 
Street Fair 2018 please 
contact Hannen Beithðsee 
p. 15. 

I would like to thank all 
those who help keep the 
Chronicle goingðand to 
those who also submit such 
interesting articles. 

May I wish you all a very 
Merry Christmas and Happy 
and Peaceful New Year 

 
Susanna Finch 

  

 

Please note the deadline for articles for the Spring issue is 1st February 2018 
Please send all articles to editor.chronicle@outlook.com 
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So what is Pickleball?  

Well, itôs a fun and very social game played on a badminton-
sized court with a tennis-sized net and is in simple terms, 
oversized table tennis. It combines many elements of these 
three sports and is very easy to learn and play. 

It is a game for everyone ï age and athleticism (or lack thereof) arenôt a hindrance 
as itôs also a game that can pit a 16 year old against a 60 year old and thereôs no 
saying whoôll have the advantage. 

The Pickleball club runs on Friday nights at the Charlbury Community Centre from 
8:00pm to 10:00pm and there are membership options to suit most people. If youôd 
like to give it a try, youôll be welcomed and there is also some informal ñcoachingò 
to help you start playing. 

There is also a Thursday morning session at 10am and more proposed sessions in 
the pipeline - please contact Vijay for further information. 

Equipment is available for those that donôt have their own but as with most sports, 
if you want to play regularly, you will probably want to get your own paddle. Vijay 
has recently secured a contract with a paddle manufacturer and can get equipment 
at wholesale prices ï feel free to ask him if youôre interested. 

You can contact Vijay by email:  vijaysmobile@gmail.com or on 01993 891 043. 
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Winter is almost here and whilst in late 
November and early December some of 
the autumn flowering plants linger on 
producing one or two blooms, and a few 
nuts and berries still cling to the 
hedgerows, the countryside begins to 
look very bare.  

Even now though, there remain things to 
interest the botanist ï I always enjoy 
examining the winter twigs of the trees 
and bushes along the field edges. With a 
bit of practice it is quite easy to identify 
many of them and some are really 
attractive.  

Dogwood Cornus sanguinea, with its 
purplish-red twigs stands out even in the 
weak winter sunshine and Ash Fraxinus 
excelsior has very characteristic 
paired matt black buds and smooth grey 
twigs.   

Hazel Corylus avellana starts to 
show its catkins in the autumn and very 
early in the new year the familiar male 
catkins open, covered in pollen. The 
female flowers are much less 
conspicuous and take the form of tiny red 
tufts of styles, barely 5mm in length, 
attached to a small bud.  

Pussy Willow, the common name for 
several species of willow which produce 
the much loved furry catkins, flower a 
little later and are a real harbinger of 
spring.  

Around this area I have spotted several 
different types, but the Goat Willow Salix 
caprea, produces particularly showy 
male catkins.  Also beloved of children 
are the giant ósticky budsô of the Horse 
Chestnut Aesculus hippocastanum, 

some of the first buds to open once 
spring really starts. This is not a true 
native but was introduced to England 
from SE Europe around 1615 and 
recorded here in the wild by 1870. 

Apart from trees and shrubs, other 
flowers in spring are often from bulbs or 
corms, making use of the energy stored 
underground.   

Immediately January begins and the 
Christmas decorations are put away, 
faint signs of the new growing year 
gladden the heart in the form of the 
Snowdrop Galanthus nivalis, so loved 
by many the term ógalanthophileô is now 
widely known. Strictly Snowdrops are a 
garden escape, when found in the wild, 
but are now so widespread in all the 
many forms, we have adopted them as 
English flowers.  

Winter Aconite Eranthis hyemalis 
from the buttercup family 
RANUNCULACEAE is not a native 
either, but has been established in the 
wild since the 1800s and is found in 
many places especially near houses.  

Still available, I see one of my much read 
books as a child was the Flower Fairies 
poems and the óôWinter Aconiteôô sticks in 
the memory. 

   Deep in the earth  
   I woke, I stirred. 
   I said: óôWas that the Spring I heard? 
   For something called!ôô  
   óôNo, noôô they said;  
   óôGo back to sleep, go back to bedéé 

And so the poem continues with the 
Aconite defying advice and coming out 
into the óôwintry worldôô  

(From Winter Aconite by Cicely M. 
Barker: Fairies of the Flowers and 
Trees) 

These poems and their wonderful 
illustrations are still worth a read and 
introducing to younger relatives, who 
will find many of the flowers in the 
Oxfordshire countryside and in their 
gardens. 

jo@joanna-bell.net 
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This year has seen an increase in 
members, an increase in the number of 
exhibitors and visitors at the annual 
Flower and Produce show, and an 
increase in funds in the bank. We also 
held a successful jazz and poetry evening 
in partnership with the Art Society.  

Nick Johnson ï who has been involved 
with the Garden Society for forty years -- 
stood down as chair, and Geoff Holmberg 
was elected in his place. Sue Cox takes 
over from Angela Gwatkin as treasurer.  

We look forward to a flourishing 2018. 
The Societyôs year begins on 18th January 
with Gardenersô Question Time when 
Charlburyôs horticultural sages John Moore 
and Peter Bridgman (and others) will 
answer your queries. On February 15th, 
Jenny Chambers will talk on Secrets of 
the Soil ï preparing for the long-term 
health of the garden.  

Rob Stepney 

Cf_pj`spw 
Cfpgqrk_q F_gp 

Entrance Ã1 (includes a raffle ticket)  

Children free  

Lots of unique gifts for him, for her, for pets 
 
 

All proceeds will go to the Corner House and 
Memorial Hall.  Add this date to your diaries and 

join us for refreshments on the day 
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Coffee Morning 
17 February 

 

This will be held in the Corner House 
from 9.45am to 11.45am. 
 
For more information about the work of 
the Royal British Legion, becoming a 
member or for assistance, please 
contact Nick Potter (Branch President) 
on 01608 810388, Derek Fowler (Branch 
Chairman) on 01608 811706 or Jane 
Parsons (Branch Secretary) on 01608 
810822.  Any enquiries about 
subscriptions should be made to Barry 
Canham, Membership Secretary on 
01608 81176. 
 
The telephone number for the Royal 
British Legion Contact Centre is 0808 
802 8080. 

Jane Parsons 

 
We would first like to thank 
Street Fair for all their efforts which has 
raised a Grand sum of Ã9,300 for the 
Corner House and Memorial Hall.    
 
Our current secretary is leaving, so the 
committee are seeking a volunteer to 
take on this role.  To express an interest 
or to request further information, please 
contact the chairman, Ron Prew on 
01608 810060. 
 
Grand Coffee morning and Sale 

This will take place on Saturday 9th 
December in the Memorial Hall, 9.45 to 
11.45am.  Refreshments, Christmas 
wreaths/baskets, cakes, raffle, bric a 
brac. 
 
Christmas Fairð10 December 

The Corner House and Memorial Hall are 
bringing Charlbury residents their first 
Christmas Fair! We are very excited 
about this new annual event.  Our first 
Christmas Fair will be held on Sunday 
10th December 2017, 11am-4pm. There 
will be 20 stalls selling Christmas gifts 
that will suit everyone, including the 
family pets! Entrance will be Ã1 which 
includes a raffle ticket and it's free for 
children. 
 
All proceeds will go to the Corner House 
and Memorial Hall charity. Add this date 
to your diaries and come and join us for 
refreshments on the day, we look 
forward to welcoming youé 
 
Late Night Shopping 

Friday 15 December, 6-8pm at the 
Corner House.   Please come along to 
browse our pre-owned sale room and 
enjoy a complimentary tea, coffee or hot 
chocolate. 
 
Live TV at the Memorial Hall 

Free Sat television is now available in 
the hall.  The first live screening took 
place for the Tour of Britain cycle race 
on 9 September.   Further events are  

planned for 2018, including the Six 
Nations Rugby. 
 
Wi-Fi in the Corner House 

The committee is actively pursuing the 
installation of Wi-Fi throughout the 
Corner House.  A comprehensive survey 
has already been completed and 
hopefully Wi-Fi will be available early in 
the New Year. 
 
Pre-owned Sale Shop 

This is open on Friday and Saturday 
mornings.  All proceeds go the Corner 
House. 

Jane Parsons 

Carpet and Upholstery cleaning 
by GRIMEBUSTERS,   

Your local Specialists.   
Quality work -  Unbeatable rates -  

01993 868 924   
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St. Mary's Church 
 

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS  
BAZAAR 

 
 
 
 
Saturday 2nd December 

10.15 - 12 noon 
War Memorial Hall 

 

in aid of YCare International and  
Cecily's Fund. 

 
Join us for Sausage Butties and Tea or Coffee 
with our popular stalls, including Cakes, 
Toiletries, White Elephant, Plants, Raffle, Gifts, 
Jewellery, Books, Bottles and Toys and stock 
up for Christmas!  Further info: Sarah Potter 
(810388) or Bob Tait (810150). 

 

Since our last report in June, our 
youngest section (Beaver Scouts) 
enjoyed being part of the Family Summer 
Camp at Northleach (climbing, abseiling, 
learning mapping and navigating skills), 
followed by a geocaching hike to finish 
the term.  The Autumn term has included 
Emergency Aid practice (some very good 
bandaging!) and learning all about codes 
for our Communicator badge, as well as 
Fitness Badge activities at the new 
Charlbury Community Centre. 

A team from Charlbury Cubs earned 2nd 
place on County Skills Day out of 32 
participating teams, as well as leading a 
song at the campfire! Excellent work by 
the six Cubs who took part.  Our first 
ever Jamboree on the Air was somewhat 
hindered by poor weather conditions, but 
despite high winds the section contacted 
other groups from as far afield as 
Scotland and Germany. We finished off 
the half term with a pioneering challenge 
to build their own shelter, perhaps ready 
for when we forget the tents at camp... 

The Scout Troop entered two patrols in 
the County Patrol Camping Weekend, 
achieving 19th and 26th place out of 54 
patrols.  The weekend gave Scouts the 
opportunity of camping without adult 
leaders, as well as planning their menus 
and cooking over open fires. The Scouts 
also enjoyed activities such as caving and 
driving mechanical diggers.  Adventurous 
activities continue this term with night 
hikes planned. 

Weôd like to thank all our volunteers and 
families who support the Group 
throughout the year - special thanks this 
year to the County Scouting team who 
provided the Climbing Wall at the Street 
Fair ï we hope you enjoyed it! 

Beavers, Cubs and Scouts all meet in the 
Scout Hut on Nine Acres Lane, Charlbury. 
Scouts are on a Monday evening 7.00pm 
- 8.30 pm, Beavers meet on a Thursday 
evening 5.00pm - 6.15pm and Cubs also 
meet on a Thursday evening 6.30pm - 
8.00 pm. 

If you are interested in Beavers, Cubs or 
Scouts then contact Cheryl Horsey, 
Group Scout Leader on 
cheryl@redstonecomputers.co.uk for 
more details. 

 

The shops will be open until 

8pmǨso come and order 

your Christmas Food and 

Drink from the DeliǨbuy your Christmas gifts 

from Cotswold FramesǨdonǭt forget your 

Christmas cards from the Post Office (and 

stamps!) and sample the cured bacon, 

sourdough bread and other goodies at the 

Curiosities Company.    The Corner House 

will be also serving warm drinks after which 

the Community Christmas Carol party led by 

Charlbury Primary School will take place in 

the Community Centre, with mulled wine 

and mince pies 
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To accommodate other events, the film 
screenings in December and January will 
NOT be on the second Sunday of 
these months.  Please note amended 
dates and times below. The winter 
programme begins in December with ELF 
starring Will Ferrell; a Christmas film the 
whole family will enjoy. In January, The 
Martian, directed by Ridley Scott and 
based on the book by Andy Weir, is our 
first sci-fi film for some years. Februaryôs 
film Brief Encounter is the first in the 
óChOC Classic Cinemaô strand, more of 
which below. 

 
Sunday, 17th December at 3pm: 
The Christmas Family Matinee is 
ñELFò Cert. PG / 93mins.  

Buddy (Will Ferrell) accidentally 
transported to the North Pole as a toddler 
is raised among Santa's elves. Now 
grown up, Buddy travels to New York, in 
full elf uniform, in search of his real 
father, Walter Hobbs (James Caan). 
Walter, with some reluctance, begins a 
relationship with the childlike Buddy with 
increasingly chaotic results.  ñ A movie 
full of Yuletide cheerò  Prizes for the 
best dressed elves!  Free popcorn for 
children and mince pies for adults! 

 
Sunday, 7th January 2018 at 
7pm: The Martian  Cert 12 / 2 
hrs 20mins (plus short 

intermission).  
When astronauts blast off from the 
planet Mars, they leave behind Mark 
Watney (Matt Damon), presumed dead 
after a fierce storm. With only a meagre 
amount of supplies, the stranded visitor 
must utilise his wits and spirit to find a 
way to survive on the hostile planet. 
ñSmart, thrilling, and surprisingly funny, 
The Martian offers a faithful adaptation of 
the bestselling bookò - Critics Consensus 

 
Sunday 11th February at 7pm: 
Brief Encounter  Cert PG / 
86mins.  

As a change from our regular programme 
of present-day movies, almost all of 
them in colour, the ChOC committee 
have decided to try something new for 
2018. In the first of what we hope will 
become a regular series, we will be 
showing an old black-and-white film in 
February under the banner  

 
ChOC Classic Cinema 

 

Some of you will already know (and love) 
many of the films we intend to show as 
part of this strand. But these are films 
that rarely get shown on terrestrial 
television these days and which you may 
not have seen for many years. Even if 
you have seen them recently, we hope 
that youôll still come along and watch 
them again as part of a large and 
appreciative ChOC audience. 
 
Many titles were vying for the accolade of 
being the first ChOC Classic. The likes of 
The Third Man, Kind Hearts and 
Coronets and Some Like it Hot all 
received honourable mentions and may 
well get an airing at a later date. But in 
the end we plumped for Brief 
Encounter (1945) as our February film. 
Rated the second greatest British movie 
of all time by the British Film Institute, 
Brief Encounter stars Celia Johnson 
as a bored housewife who begins an 
affair in a railway station buffet with Dr 
Alec Harvey (Trevor Howard), that soon 
threatens to destroy her marriage. 
Written by No±l Coward, directed by 
David Lean and with music by 
Rachmaninov, plus steam trains 
aplenty, all the ingredients are in place 
for a memorable evening. With our 
showing scheduled for three days before 
Valentineôs Day, please join us to 
watch one of the greatest romantic 
dramas ever to grace the screen and help 
launch ChOC Classic Cinema in real 
style. 
 
All screenings are held in the Memorial 
Hall, Charlbury.  Doors and the popular 
ChOC bar open 45 minutes before the 
scheduled performance time.  
Admission: Adults Ã5 / U15s Ã3 (when 
applicable), Matinee Family Ticket Ã12 
(2 adults and 1 or 2 children) 
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I am from Nepal but have lived in the UK 
on and off for the last fifteen years. We 
moved to Charlbury over five years ago 
and we feel very at home here. I didnôt 
start off my life in the UK as a 
professional baker.  

I actually trained as a cameraman and 
have a degree in broadcasting. When we 
lived in London I worked in the film 
industry, but gave it up to look after our 
children as my wife Clare worked full 
time. I still do a little film work and have 
made some short films about the artistic 
talent in and around Charlbury, including 
one about my mother in law, Patricia 
Freeman who is a local silversmith.  

I also make music videos for musicians 
among the Nepali community here in the 
UK. The videos are based on traditional 
Nepali music and can be viewed on You 
Tube as well as on TV in Nepal! They are 
a little like Bollywood films, with lots of 
dancing but are also quite different. I am 
currently working with a Nepali folk 
singer Bir Chandra Rai who lives near 
Dover. There is a large Gurkha 
community around Dover. The Gurkhas 
come from the Midhills region of Nepal 
where the British Army still go to recruit 
from the three or four different tribes 
there. There are three regions in Nepal ï
the Himalaya, the Midhills, and the 
Plains. I come from the Midhills region.  

My wife Clare used to work for the British 
Government in South Asia so as a result 
we have lived in Bangladesh and India as 
well as doing a stint in Nepal. I have 
always been passionate about cooking 
and growing my own food but my life as 
a baker began in India where my wife 
and myself were keen to find an 
alternative to the sugared flat breads 
(naan) that you find there. I was 
introduced to sourdough bread by my 
brother in law and loved it, so I decided 
to try and make my own.   

Real sourdough bread is made only from 
ówild yeastô, flour and water. However, 
commercial bakers often add regular 
active yeast to their ósourdoughô breads 

as well as many other additives. I started 
by taking a wild yeast starter back to 
India, after a break in the UK. The 
temperature and humidity is very 
important in making sourdough bread. It 
has to be right. So I made mistakes but 
kept going and gradually improved. 

Sourdough bread has been made for 
thousands of years and is now getting 
more popular.  When we returned to the 
UK from Delhi, I decided to carry on with 
my passion of making different 
Sourdough breads and began my own 
bread-making business from home. I 
converted a building in the yard into my 
bakery and bought a specialist wood fired 
oven from Germany.  

Before setting up the business, I studied 
with the master baker Andrew Whitley in 
Edinburgh, who started the Real Bread 
campaign in the UK to get bread made 
with less additives. His course was on 
ôBaking for a Livingô. It was a four-day 
course but I stayed only for three days, 
as I was only interested in the sourdough 
part. Whitley learnt about sourdough 
bread in Russia, and I was lucky enough 
to get some fifty-year old Russian culture 
from him that he had managed to 
smuggle out of Russia a few years 
before. It was with Andrewôs wild yeast 
that I started my business ï The Bread 
Shed. My culture is made from flour ï 
usually rye flour- and water, mixed and 
left overnight. To get a stronger culture, 
I halve the mixture, add more water and 
some salt and this takes a week to 
ferment. 

When I first started, I made bread only 
one day a week but I have slowly 
increased it to two days. I now bake on 
Tuesdays and Fridays. The sourdough 
process is a long one. It takes 24 hours, 
so I need to start it the day before the 
baking day.  About 11am on the day 
before, I begin to feed the starter culture 
with a little more flour and water and 
leave for the next 18 hours. On the 
baking day, about 6am, I mix the bread 
flour with water - making two loaves 
takes about 800g of flour and 600ml of 
water, but the exact amounts depends on 
the type of flour Iôm using. I leave this 
for about half an hour before adding 
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about 192g of the culture. Mixing the 
flour and water together a little while 
before adding the culture gets the gluten 
going and shortens the kneading 
process. I also add a little salt.  I now 
leave the dough to ferment, a process 
called bulk fermentation. 

I also light the oven at 6am. I have a 
German Haussler oven. It takes about 18 
kilos of firewood. I source this locally, 
buying the wood in larger pieces and 
using a log splitter to get the pieces the 
right size for the oven.  It takes two 
hours to burn and reaches a temperature 
of about 5000C. I spread the embers and 
when the oven cools to 3100C, I can 
bake.   

In the meantime I knead the bread. I 
used to do it all by hand, but now as I 
make about 30-35 loaves in a batch, I 
use a dough machine. Depending on the 
flour Iôm using, I put the loaves in either 
a loaf tin or a Benetton basket, which is 
made of rattan, to prove. Proving takes 
about two hours. The loaf tins are 
rectangular, and I use them for organic 
stoneground flour. The Benetton baskets 
can be round or oblong, but both have 
curved sides. I use these for loaves 
made of rye, or spelt, or wholemeal. 
Occasionally I make baguette-type 
loaves, putting them to prove in a linen 
cloth. I put a different mark on each type 
of loaf so that it is easy to tell what flour 
they are made from. When the oven is at 
the right temperature, I rake out the 
embers and brush the floor clean, and 
put in the loaves. I put the tins in the 
oven, but the loaves that are in the 
Benettons I take out and cook directly on 
the oven floor. They take about 30 
minutes to cook. 

Lastly, I deliver the loaves to my 
customers. I mostly bake to order, and 
supply the bread to the Charlbury Deli, 
Chadlington Quality Foods, a local veg 
box scheme, as well as taking private 
orders. Occasionally I will bake more 
loaves and take them to special events, 
such as Chadlington Apple Day, and the 
Plough Inn at Kingham. I tend not to do 
the local markets, as it is not financially 
worthwhile, as the stall rents are too 
high for me.  

Eventually, I would like to bake more, 
but I am taking it slowly at the moment. 
I would like to increase the variety of 
breads I make, for example, making 
some focaccia but I also need to find 
time for my other passions: cooking, 
gardening, photography and woodwork - 
as well as spending time with my family. 

Am I an organised person? I have to be! 

Deep was talking to Barbara Allison  

Deepôs contact details are:  
Facebook: The bread shed-deep baked  
Phone: 07733 360623 
Email: thebreadshed.deepbaked@gmail.com 

"Strictly" came to Charlbury this morning 
(4 Nov) when the Memorial Hall filled 
with dancers keen to take part in the 
Dance Taster Class under the instruction 
of Debbie Whitehead, an I.D.T.A 
qualified dance instructor.  The class 
lasted 1.5 hours and during the session, 
Debbie taught the basic steps for the 
foxtrot, waltz and jive.  The session cost 
Ã8 per person.  Everyone who came 
along seemed to really enjoy the taster 
and were keen for a regular class to be 
organised.  The consensus was that a 
Saturday morning would be the best 
time slot of the week and with that in 
mind it was decided that weekly classes 
would be organised, starting in January.  
Further information on the start date will 
be provided.  

Jenny Howe 

mailto:thebreadshed.deepbaked@gmail.com
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Office:  01608 810879 
Office hours: Mon 9.30am  -  11.30am;  Wed & Sat: 9am to 12 noon  

(closed first Saturday of every month) 
Emergency Contact:  Ron Prew (01608 810060) 

Our season started well with a new format of a Question Time style panel designed 
to explain and explore the challenges of development in Charlbury. Sixty five people 
attended the evening and interest was high. Eleven questions were received on four 
main topics ï the Neighbourhood Plan, Impact on Infrastructure in Charlbury, AONB 
status and its effect and Democracy in Planning Decisions. Initial feedback from the 
evening has been positive so we may think of having question style panels in future 
seasons so your suggestions of possible topics would be most welcome. 

Although we are only a couple of meetings into our new programme, planning for 
the 2018-19 programme is already underway. If you have any specific topics that 
you would like to be included, or if you have heard a talk elsewhere that you think 
Charlbury Society members would enjoy then please let us know ï we would like to 
hear from you. You can do this at any meeting or you could e mail me, Anne Lawson
-Porter, at kennap1@icloud.com 

We welcomed two new Committee members in the summer ï Lisa Barber and Selina 
Thomas. Lisa has taken on the role of helping to organise the programme of talks 
for next year and Selina keeps the Society informed about the Historical Research 
Group. You may have noticed that we were able to serve refreshments at our 
opening meeting this year thanks to Mary Evans, who has kindly offered to 
coordinate refreshments for each of our meetings this year. Thanks to Mary and her 
small team of volunteers and to Ann Davidson for her induction. 

As always we would be happy to receive any expressions of interest to join the 
Committee ï all help is welcome. I shall be stepping down as Chairman at the AGM 
in May 2018 and so if you are interested in becoming involved with the Society 
please contact me for a chat about whatôs involved. Iôd be very happy to speak with 
you. 

The topics for our next three meetings are listed below and we hope to see you at 
some, if not all, of them: 

Friday, 8 December 2017:  Allan Ledger ï óJane Austen and the Cotswoldsô 

Friday, 12 January 2018:  Will Hazell ï óLocal History is Awesome: Stories of 
Charlburyôs Murders and Misbehaviourô 

Friday, 9 February 2018:  Elizabeth Koepping ï óHow long does it take to belong?  
Rural Lutherans in South Australia, 1841ïPresentô 

Finally, as we approach the festive season, we would like to send all our membersô 
seasonôs greetings with all good wishes for the New Year. 

Anne Lawson-Porter - Chair of the Charlbury Society 

mailto:kennap1@icloud.com
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BLENHEIM TAXIS 

  
Local/National       Airport Transfers 

Airport specialists 

Complimentary Wi-Fi 
Charlbury based 

  

07773 000 444 

www.blenheimtaxis.com 

email: enquiries@blenheimtaxis.com 

All major credit cards accepted 

Corporate accounts welcomed 

MARTIN DODDS 
 

FURNITURE MAKER EST. 1983 
 

Antique Restoration 
General Furniture & Chair Repairs 
Furniture Polishing & Re-finishing 
Furniture & Door Stripping 

Wood Machining Service available for DIY projects etc. 
Bespoke Furniture to order 
Doors made to order 

 

Workshop & Showroom 
Spelsbury Road Charlbury 

01608 810944  
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As Mr Cameron observed when he, along 
with former Charlbury resident and 
celebrated actor, Freddie Jones, officially 
opened Charlbury Community Centre on 
9th September, ñThis is a fantastic facility 
made possible by all those who have 
volunteered their time and energy ï as 
well as generosity ï to provide our 
community with a space that everyone 
will benefit fromò.  
 
A place to connect, read, learn and play. 
It has always been our aim to offer 
something for everyone and during its 
first three months, the Centre has made 
fantastic progress.  
Itôs great to see groups of friends getting 
together in the caf® and young people 
meeting each Friday evening for the 
youth club in The Thomas Gifford Room 
and sports hall.  And itôs a sight to behold 
three afternoons a week in term-time 
when 60 children from Charlbury Primary 
School are in the sports hall for their PE 
classes. Thereôs storytime for little ones 
in the library, fitness classes for all ages 
and ability, pool and table tennis, sports 
that some people have never heard 
oféé.  And thereôs still more that can be 
done! 

The new library is a fantastic facility with 
its warm and welcoming environment, 
and the added benefit of the self-service 
machine allows books to be borrowed or 
returned at any time when the Centre is 
open, even outside library hours.   

Many of Charlburyôs sports clubs have 
regular bookings in the main hall, and 
new activities including pickleball and 
walking football have got off to a flying 
start. Witney & District Football League is 
running a futsal tournament that will 
start in December and continue 
throughout the winter season, putting 
Charlbury at the forefront of this fast-
growing sport. Badminton courts can be 
booked on a casual or regular basis and 
thereôs now a thriving Monday evening 
club. These are just some of the regular 
activities taking place at the centre. 
 
For 2018, we are working with Age UK to 
provide activities such as strength and 
balance classes for older people. Thereôs 
so much exciting potential and to make 
sure that no-one, of any age or ability, 
misses out through lack of opportunity, 
we need your feedback and ideas. How 
about a jigsaw club? Scrabble and chess 
sessions? Board games? A reading club? 
If you are interested, please let us know, 
and thereôs a suggestion box in the 
reception area for other ideas. Or just 
pop in and talk to Jenny.   
 
These are some of the points you 
have raised: 

Q.  Thereôs still work going on to 
complete the building. What more 
needs to be done? 

A.  Inevitably with a project of this 
scale, there have been a few teething 
problems, especially with the operation 
of the main doors, all of which the 
contractor, Beard, is committed to 
resolve. The new front canopy frame is 
now installed, and the next stage will be 
to add glazing over the part nearest the 
building so it will provide a sheltered 
approach to the main entrance.  
 
Chelsea Flower Show garden designer, 
Susan Dunstall (who lives in Charlbury) 
has donated her time and expertise to 
create a planting scheme for the borders, 
which will be carried out over the coming 
weeks when the conditions are 
favourable. Unlike Chelsea, the 
Community Centre gardens are for the 
long-term and will mature at their own 
pace with the emphasis on fragrance and 
seasonal interest.   
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Q.  Can the caf® have longer and 
different opening times, for example, 
on Sunday? 

A.  We are working closely with 
Charlbury Deli, which operates the caf® 
and we are listening to peopleôs 
comments. Caf® hours will be adapted to 
suit the busiest times, and any changes 
will be posted on the Centreôs website 
and in the caf®/reception area. 

Q.  Can I book the centre for a 
childrenôs party? 

A.  Itôs a perfect venue! A suggested 
programme is one hour in the sports hall 
with Jenny or Jason to burn off some 
energy, perhaps using some of the 
sports equipment, followed by an hour in 
The Thomas Gifford Room for games and 
refreshments. Bring your own food, or 
catering can be provided on request. 

Q.  What about activities for children 
in the school holidays? 

A.  This October half-term Jason 
organised three very successful 
afternoons of activities in the sports hall, 
which is likely to be just the forerunner 
of regular programmes for the future. 

Q.  Are the iPads in the library 
available for anyone to use? 

A.  There are currently three iPads 
available for all visitors to the centre. 
They will also be invaluable for searching 
the library catalogue, reserving books 
and for general browsing when, for 
example, all the library PCs are occupied 
or when the library is closed. They can 
also be used by young people attending 
the youth club, but only under 
supervision. Ask a member of staff or a 
volunteer if you would like to borrow 
one. 

Q.  Can I bring my dog into the 
centre? 

A. To ensure that the Community 
Centre provides a pleasant and 
comfortable environment for all visitors, 
we regret that only assistance dogs are 
allowed inside. There are tethering and 
drinking stations just outside both 
entrances.  
 

 
A question of sport 

 
 
Q.  I want to get fit but donôt want to 
join in a team sport.  What is there 
for me? 

A.  There are weekly yoga, 
Dancercise and Pilates classes in The 
Thomas Gifford Room.   
 
At the time of going to press, Jasonôs 
first Commit To Get Fit programme, a 
new seven-week course of exercise 
classes, will be underway, and itôs not 
too late to join in. It consists of one body
-conditioning and two circuit-based 
classes with people working at their own 
pace in a fun, relaxed environment. All 
levels of fitness can be accommodated, 
from beginners to people looking for 
more of a challenge. This programme 
runs until Christmas and restarts on 6th 
January 2018. The three different classes 
are: 
 
Jasonôs Body Conditioning 
Wednesdays, 9-10am.  Gentle toning 
aimed at targeting problem areas; 
 
Jasonôs Super Circuits:   
Thursdays, 6.30-7.30pm. Cardio 
vascular fitness and muscular 
conditioning; 
 
Jasonôs Sunday Circuits:   
Sundays, 10-11am. Fun circuit/interval 
training in which everyone works at 
their own pace. Open to all levels of 
fitness.  
 
To find out more contact Jason at 
jason@charlburycommunitycentre.org.uk 
or call him at the Centre on 01608 
811878. 

Q.  I would like to use some gym 
equipment. Can this be provided? 

A.  Jason is looking into organising a 
regular pop-up gym if thereôs likely to be 
enough interest.   
 

Keeping in touch 

All the information about activities in the 
Centre, including the library, caf®, sports 
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Meals on Wheels prepares and delivers 
meals on Tuesdays to residents of 
Charlbury, Chadlington and Stonesfield.   
Meals now cost Ã3 delivered. 

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED:    

Are you new to Charlbury and looking for  
ways to become involved in the 
community? This is an important service 
and relies on local people to drive, or to 
cook, or to help in any way to keep it  
going.    

Please ring Marjorie Glasgow on 01608 
819253 or Jan Griffiths on 01608 810440 
if you can help.    We are also accepting 
names of new recipients for our waiting 
list. Again please contact Marjorie. 

activities, classes and events is 
regularly updated on the website ï 
www.charlburycommunitycentre.org.uk 
ï or you can find out the latest by 
calling on 01608 811878.  Better still, 
visit us regularly and see for yourself. 

Christmas message from the 
trustees 

From all the staff and volunteers of the 
Community Centre and the trustees of 
The Thomas Gifford Trust, we wish you 
every happiness this Christmas and 
throughout the coming year.  Together, 
letôs make 2018 the year in which your 
Community Centre becomes the place 
that truly offers something for 
everyone. 

Marjorie Glasgow 

Christmas opening times and 
events 
The centre will be open from 10am-
4pm each day between Christmas and 
New Year, closed on Christmas Day, 
Boxing Day and New Yearôs Day. 
Normal library hours will continue, 
apart from the Bank Holidays. 
 
15th December @ 8pm: óA 

Community Christmas Carolô ï 

Sing-a-long with mulled wine and 

mince pies sponsored by St 

Maryôs Church. 

What a pleasure it is to be able reflect on 
the move to our new library! Thank you 
so much to everyone who has helped to 
make this happen. A warm welcome to 
Julie Ward, our Library Manager, who 
has had something of a baptism of fire in 
taking up her post as the new library 
opened. 

We are hoping to be able to offer a 
number of book-related events during 
the course of 2018 but, in the meantime, 
early though it seems to be writing this, 

A Merry Christmas to all our Readers 
And a Happy and Healthy New Year! 

 
 
 
 

Thank you all who helped make this 
yearôs Street Fair a great success! Even 
the weather held off (most of the time!) 
which helped attract lots of visitors on 
the day. 

The accounts show that, with all the 
generous donations, sponsorship monies 
and takings, the Corner House and War 
Memorial Hall Committee is now over 
Ã9,300 better off. This is a superb result 
given that this year's committee were 
mostly newbies - and of course we 
acknowledge the generous and wise 
advice from our predecessor Committee 
members. 

For 2018 we are aiming to kick-off our 
preparations in January. If you'd like to 
volunteer, in any capacity, even just for 
a couple of hours on the day, please 
contact our Secretary - Hannen Beith at 
hannenbeith@gmail.com. We hope to 
garner a larger group of volunteers this 
year, to spread the workload, and to 
have even more fun! 

John Dora 
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We would love some more friends to join 
us at Charlbury Day Centre. Maybe you 
are thinking about it but wonder what 
happens, so here's a taster. 

Every Wednesday a volunteer driver 
collects you from home and delivers you 
to the Memorial Hall at 10am. Over 
coffee and biscuits, we catch up on 
everybodyôs news and then Ruth, our Co-
ordinator, arranges a variety of 
interesting things to doðsing songs, 
talks and demonstrations, visits, 
exercises to keep us supple, quizzes and 
word games to keep our brains supple! 
We have a delicious two course lunch and 
maybe follow this with some quiet time 
reading the papers (or having 40 

winks!!).  During the afternoon we might 
have a visitor with slides or telling us 
about their hobbies, or topical subjects. 
More tea and coffee of course and then 
more volunteers arrive to take us home 
at 3pm. We also have regular trips out 
for lunch or theatre visits. 

We really do enjoy our day and I'm sure 
you would too, so if you or a relative 
might benefit from one day a week with 
new friends, why not get in touch. 

So, maybe this is a good time for you to 
join us at our ñChristmas Open Dayñ on 
December 13th at 10.30 in the Garden 
Room in the Memorial Hall for coffee, 
mince pies and a raffle. We very much 
look forward to seeing you. 

Pat Court  

 
 

 

This year has been the clubôs most 
successful for many a year, with our 1st 
team winning the premier division of the 
Oxfordshire Cricket Association (OCA), 
our 2nds coming second in Division 6 and 
the development 3rd team taking third 
spot in Division 8 North. There have been 
some great performances throughout the 
season from all teams as well as 
excellent individual contributions and 
credit goes to all three captains, Josh 
Hornsby, Charlie Sinton and Vicky Strode 
for their leadership. Players of the year 
awards went to Stuart Atkins (1st team), 
Tim Jarvis (2nds) and Abi Flory (3rds), 
while Emily Fothergill won the honour for 
the womenôs team in the Midlands 
League. 

2018 heralds new challenges, as both the 
1st and 2nd teams are poised to move to 
the Cherwell League where competition is 
tougher in the higher divisions. The club, 
however, will still have a presence in the 
OCA with the 3rd team remaining and 
helping to progress youth players into 
the senior game. Our youth section 
remains in good heart, catering for well 

over 100 boys and girls, and having this 
year embraced the new All Stars 
initiative to introduce even younger 
children to the game. 

The annual meeting was held in late 
October and appointed a new chairman, 
Tom Eaton, to take over from Colin Olliffe 
who has given devoted service to the 
club for many years. He will still be 
helping us move forward as well as 
remaining involved in the executive 
committee of the OCA. Tom, who has 
already master-minded five highly 
successful pre-season club tours, is part 
of a younger generation which now needs 
to take a fuller role in the club and bring 
new ideas for its future direction. 

The club is already making use of the 
excellent indoor net facilities at 
Charlburyôs new Community Centre 
where the seniors will start preparing in 
January for the challenging new outdoor 
season in a new league. Meanwhile, the 
game goes on with Charlbury continuing 
to take part in the winter indoor league 
at Banbury. 

The Charlbury Cricket Club website gives 
details of how to get in touch and 
remains with open doors to all who want 
to get involved in the game, whatever 
their ability. 

David Horne, CCC vice chairman 
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The story begins in 1997, when 
Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) was 
considering the closure of 30 of the 
Countyôs smaller libraries to save money.  
The Town Council (CTC) arranged a 
public meeting to consider this on 21 
November and it was at this meeting that 
there was a suggestion that the Friends 
of Charlbury Library (FOCL) should be 
created.  Interested residents registered 
an interest and the first meeting was 
held on 10 December.   

The priority had to be to retain the 
Library but it was agreed that if we were 
successful, we would then campaign for 
better premises as the current one was 
cramped, too small and had no access 
for the disabled. 

Thanks to an anonymous donation we 
were able to leaflet every house in the 
town explaining the situation and 
providing a sample letter to be sent to 
the MP.  A petition was started and 
delivered to the OCC Chairman and the 
County Librarian on 20 January.  Nearly 
a third of the population had signed.   A 
coach took protesters to County Hall on 
27 January 1998 when the relevant OCC 
committee was debating the Library 
closure.   

On the day, we left the Spendlove 
carrying residents ranging in age from 90 
years to 6 months!  We had a banner 
and posters and joined other similar 
groups outside the Hall.  One speaker 
from each Library was allowed to address 
the meeting.  The meeting lasted all day 
and the outcome was that no Library 
would close but the opening hours and 
book fund would be reduced.  This was 
good news and FOCL were now able to 
move on to the campaign for a new 
Library.  Thanks to generous donations 
from those on the coach, we were able to 
open a bank account and began fund 
raising with coffee mornings.  CTC also 
gave a grant to help pay for meeting 
rooms. 

County Councillor Brian Hodgson was a 
founder member of FOCL and through 
him we found that our Library had been 
identified as below standard.  The 
Committee visited the Library in January 
1999 and saw for themselves.  We then 
began a dialogue with the Library officers 
and initially looked at other venues in the 
town but none was suitable.   

FOCL made donations of books to the 
Library and continued fund raising with 
coffee mornings, stalls at Street Fair and 
talks by authors including Angela Huth, 
Michael Crick and Prue Leith. 

A feasibility study was carried out by 
OCC in 2002 which concluded, as had 
FOCL, that the ideal site for the new 
Library was in the Charlbury Community 
Centre (CCC).  We agreed with OCC that 
we would contribute Ã10,000 towards the 
cost and this had been raised by 2007.  
As the funds had been raised, it was 
decided that activity would be put on 
hold for the time being. 

Then in 2010, came a bombshell from 
OCC who were again considering Library 
closures, including ours. Again a leaflet 
was delivered to all homes and a 
successful Read In was held at the 
Library on 5 February 2011 as part of a 
national campaign to promote Libraries. 
CTC arranged a public meeting on 25 
March 2011 and again FOCL took the 
lead in opposing the proposals.  Thanks 
to additional government funding, once 
again the Library was saved but half the 
opening hours would be staffed by 
volunteers.  

On 4 September this year, something 
happened which I had long wondered if I 
would live long enough to see.  The new 
Charlbury Library opened in the new 
Community Centre.   The space, 
displays, the staff counter, the childrenôs 
area are a joy.  The only snag was that 
the self-service machine was not working 
but that is now operating again.    

It is thanks to so many people that this 
happy outcome came about.  All the 
committee members and officers of FOCL 
over the almost 20 years, the members 
of FOCL who paid their subscriptions, 
those who attended the fund raising  
events and provided raffle prizes etc.,  
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CTC who supported the campaign, West 
Oxfordshire District Council who paid for 
the lost opening hours while they could, 
those Library officers and staff who 
worked with us.  Jean Porrill who 
arranged and cooked for the Coffee 
Mornings, Willem Hackmann who 
devised competitions for the Street Fair 
stalls and gave the Magic Lantern show 
(I donôt think I shall ever forget the 
snoring man and the rat) and the late 
Brian Hodgson, who contributed so much 
from the OCC angle and found speakers 
for the talks, the speakers who gave of 
their time and expertise for free.  
Rosalind Scott who took on the task of 
organising the volunteers.  And from me, 
to Janet Walker and the late Nigel 
Walsh, my secretary and treasurer for 
13 years.  If I have forgotten anyone, 
please forgive me.  

Amanda Epps 

 

 
 
 

Christmas is nearly here and our 
thoughts turn to being with family and 
friends, but in the New Year would you 
like to make new friends?  If you are a 
woman who likes learning new things 
and trying new activities then why not 
try Charlbury WI? 
 
In September we had a talk about 
Scrapbooking by one of our members, in 
October we enjoyed a cheese and wine 
tasting session and in November we 
heard about Evidence based Medicine in 
everyday life. 
 
Our December meeting is the Christmas 
meal for our members. Our January 
meeting is called Days for Girls and you 
will have to come to the meeting to find 
out what it is about.  In February we 
have Bruce Duncan, the ñLoan Soldierò 
talking about his experiences in Borneo, 
Africa and the Middle East.    
 
Our WI Carol Service is on Thursday 7th 
December at 7pm in St. Maryôs Church, 
all are welcome and there are mince pies 
and mulled wine afterwards! 
 
Just a reminder that the Yack and Yarn 
group of WI and non-WI members meets 
in The Bell, Church Street, Charlbury on 
the first Tuesday of the month, from 
7.30pm to 9.30pm.  All are welcome, 
just turn up. 
 
If you are curious but unsure, why not 
come along to the WI as a visitor to have 
a chat and see what we do, you would 
be very welcome! 
 
We meet on the third Wednesday of the 
month in the Memorial Hall at 7.30pm.  
Details of forthcoming events are on the 
Charlbury website or contact:-  

Pat Hill on 01608 810714 or  
Louise Cashman on 01608 676522 

Trish McCallum 

CAS Christmas meeting on December 
13 will be a little different to our normal 
format when Briony and Andrew Lawson 
will be in conversation about a selection 
of art that has been significant to them, 
starting at 7:30 sharp in the Memorial 
Hall, Brown's Lane, Charlbury.  A 
Christmas glass of wine and nibbles will 
be served. 

On January 10 well-known wildlife artist 
Jackie Garner will tell us about her 
discoveries as a wildlife art detective, 
"Uncovering Ancient Egypt". 

Wednesday, February 14 will find Isabel 
Knowland and Arne Richardson talking 
about "Creativity in Prisons", what 
working with prisoners to release their 
creativity can do for them. 

All these Wednesday meetings begin at 
7:30 p.m. sharp in the Memorial Hall, 
Charlbury, and include refreshments 
during the evening.    Members are 
free, and there is a small charge of Ã3 
for visitors.  Information about the 
Society can be obtained from Kati 
Eidenbenz on 01608 810911 or email 
secretary@charlburyarts.co.uk.  
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Relax, unwind, read the papers, catch up with friends and colleagues and enjoy some 
delicious home-made cake along with a steaming cup of Fair Trade tea or coffee at the 

Font Cafe 
St. Mary's Church, Charlbury 

10am to 12 noon  every Thursday 
For smaller children we provide a play area with toys.  There is also a Traidcraft stall 
selling a range of fairly traded foods, crafts and cards. 

 
 
 
 

This term at Charlbury Pre-School we 
have been enjoyed watching the autumn 
leaves change colour across our 
wonderful view to Cornbury Park.  

There have been lots of bright, sunny 
days and the children have been out 
walking as well as collecting and 
examining the leaves in the garden.  We 
had Halloween fun making soup, 
investigating pumpkins and hunting for 
giant bats hidden all around our much-
loved building. The children will soon be 
making Christmas decorations and going 
to help decorate the Christmas Tree in 
the Community Centre at the start of 
December.  

Being a charity, the pre-school relies 
heavily on fundraising and the help of 
dedicated volunteers to keep welcoming 
children and their parents term after 
term.  

Our recent talk by Will Ord was not only 
insightful but also raised money for our 
charity, so thank you to everyone who 
came along for the evening. Weôd also 
like to say a big thank you to Will for 
volunteering his services and to parent 
and committee member James Styring 
for organising the event.  

As usual, weôll be at the Charlbury 
Farmerôs Market on 9th December. Come 
and say hello if you would like to know 
any more about what Charlbury Pre-
School has to offer, if youôre interested in 

volunteering, or to eat cake and drink 
mulled wine! 

Save the Date 

On 20th December we will be hosting a 
pre-school benefit gig at The Shed with 
brilliant Oxford based lo-fi folk band, The 
August List (featuring The Rose and 
Crownôs very own Tommy Longfellow of 
The Epstein fame). Support will come 
from The Great Western Tears with a 
warm up from Andy Pickard.  Join us! 
Doors 7.45pm. Tickets Ã7 in advance 
from pre-school and The Rose and 
Crown, Ã8 on the door. Watch out for 
further announcements and posters 
around town.   

All funds raised go to enriching the 
experience of the children. With our most 
recent grant we have ordered maths 
equipment, lots of natural resources such 
as wood and bamboo tubes, a large 
construction kit for outside, a den 
making kit, cable drums and some real 
saws and woodwork equipment.  

Thank you to everyone who has collected 
Sainsburyôs vouchers for us -- Our order 
arrived recently and included space 
hoppers, digital scales and tennis 
rackets.  

I hope this gives you an insight in to 
some of the many activities and 
experiences the children can enjoy on a 
day-to-day basis at Charlbury Pre-
School.  

We currently have 35 children from 32 
families attending but still space for 
more, so do get in touch if youôd like to 
come and have a look around and find 
out more about what we do:  

Call (01608) 811 200 or email 
admin@charlburypreschool.org.uk 

Jackie Daish 
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It has been a great start to the 
academic year for the whole school as 
we continue to go from strength to 
strength.  

We welcomed a new Year 4 teacher 
this term, Mrs Jackie Davids, and she 
has already made an enormously 
positive impact. Her previous broad 
and rich experience has enabled her 
to inspire and engage pupils with her 
wonderfully creative cross curricular 
lessons.  

In other news, we were delighted to 
be given the opportunity to use the 
new Charlbury Community Centre this 
year for our PE lessons.  Children in all 
year groups are now taking advantage 
of the wonderful facilities every week, 
and benefitting from the expertise of 
coach Jason Biles.  We are also in 
discussion with the Library with a view 
to using this improved and welcoming 
facility more regularly. 

The whole school has again been 
actively involved in a wide range of 
events connecting us to the wider 
Charlbury community. In September, 
we welcomed Revd Sally Welch into 
school to lead our Harvest Assembly. 
Also in September, we held a óBake-
Offô in aid of MacMillan Cancer 
Support. Children from all year groups 
contributed their best bakes, rosettes 
were awarded and an impressive Ã571 
was raised by pupils, parents and 
members of the community, who 
came to taste the delicious offerings.  

In October, our fundraising efforts 
focused on the óWear it Pinkô campaign 
for breast cancer research. Pupils 
came to school dressed in pink (head-
to-toe or a flash of pink socks!) and 
made donations to the charity.  

 

In November, the 
school again raised 
Money for Children in 
Need.  A day that's 
always popular in 
school as it enables pupils to be part 
of a nation-wide campaign, and 
teaches children the important value 
of giving. 

In what is fast becoming a wonderful 
tradition, our younger pupils were 
treated to a Bedtime Story session.  
Children came into school in the early 
evening wearing their pyjamas to 
listen to our teachers read a selection 
of their favourite stories while they 
sipped hot chocolate. Younger siblings 
were also invited to attend, enabling 
our future pupils to start feeling 
comfortable and happy in the school 
setting.   

And at the other end of the school, 
our Year 6 pupils had their much-
anticipated residential to Yenworthy, 
North Devon. Spending a week away 
from home, and taking part in a wide 
range of outdoor team pursuits  
fosters their growing independence 
and allows them to get thoroughly wet 
and muddy in the process!  

We have lots more community-
focused events planned for the end of 
the term. Radio Oxford will come in to 
record the whole school singing a 
Christmas song, and our school choir 
will be singing at the Woodstock 
Christmas Market on 25th November 
and to the Evergreens in Charlbury on 
30th November.  On 1st December, we 
will be welcoming children from 
Charlbury Pre-School and Little 
Monkeys for a Christmas pantomime 
in our School Hall. 

A final note for prospective parents 
with children starting school in 
September 2018: if you missed our 
open mornings this term but would 
like to see the school in action, please 
call us on 01608 810354 as our Head 
Jane Holt will be very happy to show 
you around.  

Catherine Ball 
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