@(\bu ry C
O ;““' . l;;-i"ﬁ'-‘ij. et 2
ISR -
’__ T - (D

Volume 7 Number 4 December 2003

Welcome to the twenty-eighth issue of the Charlbury Chronicle which
contains the usual mixture of news, views and articles which we hope
will interest our readers. Please continue to support the Chronicle
and let us know what it is you want to see in it. Itis only as good as
the contributions we receive. There must be many residents who
could write something for us - please dont be shy and please come
forward with your ideas.

The December issue is the one where we thank all those people who
give their time and talents freely. Our treasurer Dawn Colvin, our
advertising organiser Jack Potten, Ann Gilbert who does our artwork,
Diana Potten whose Life s Day interviews are always popular, Alison
Offer who runs the TotBits column, Julia Caston who gathers news of
the many clubs and societies that function in the town, and Alison
Holthouse who does various features for us. Brian Murphy, Robert
Caston and Jack Potten are our efficient team taking parcels of
Chronicles to a faithful band of 33 distributors who finally deliver your
Charlbury Chronicle to your door. Thank you to all of them.

May we wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a
Happy and Peaceful New Year.

Lynette Murphy, Editor

(NB The deadline for copy for the March 04 edition is Feruary 7 2004)
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CHARLBURY CORRESPONDENTS
FORWARD PLEASE

Would you like your five minutes
of fame on Alison Booker’'s pro-
gramme on BBC Radio Oxford
95.2 FM? The programme is
looking for a regular Charlbury
Correspondent who would be
available every six weeks or so
for a five minute slot to talk
about Charlbury. Listen to the
programme at about 2.35 pm in
the afternoons and you will hear
other Correspondents doing
their piece. If it's the sort of
thing that interests you, please
get in touch with the Editor
(810549) and we’ll take it from
there.

CHRISTMAS EVENTS FOR
YOUR DIARY

The morning of Saturday
December 13th is going to be a
good time in Charlbury for
stocking-up on your Christmas
needs. There will be three
events that morning all within a
few yards of each other. The
Friends of Wychwood will be
holding their Christmas Craft
Fair in the Memorial Hall, with
a wide range of locally made
quality craft items. In the Cor-
ner House the Pre-School Play-
group will have its Christmas
Bazaar with many attractions
and items for sale including
Santa’s Grotto for the younger
visitors, whilst on The Playing
Close the regular Farmers
Market will be in attendance
with its wide range of local pro-
duce. With those three events,
plus our local shops well
stocked with goods, it could be
the right time to find many of
those special presents, decora-
tions and food items.
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NEW CO-OP STORE

We understand that preparatory
work on the site of the new
Co-op store at the Spendlove
Centre will start in December
with work to the trees.

PLEASE TIDY UP

Home owners whose trees and
shrubs overhang the pavement
are asked to ensure that these
are well pruned so as not to
cause problems for pedestrians.

TRAFFIC CALMING

OCC have agreed to look again
at the traffic calming scheme on
Nineacres Lane and will be in-
stalling revised humps’ within
this financial year (i.e. by
31/3/04). It is expected that ini-
tially one set will be changed, so
that comments can be gathered
and if agreeable the remainder
will be similarly modified. Ideas
from OCC for some sort of traffic
calming on the The Slade are
awaited.

NEW PLANS TO POLICE
CHARLBURY

Thames Valley Police are about
to open a police office at the
Spendlove Centre, and are ask-
ing for volunteers to help run it.
Turn to p 28 if you would like to
help.

OOPS! SORRY!

In the review of the book on W D
Campbell in the September Chroni-
cle the reference to Bill teaching at
Spendlove School from 1928 to
1940 should, of course, have read
Charlbury School. It was the edi-
tors, and not the reviewers, mis-
take.

Home Zone : Progress on this project has been delayed due to the requirements of
the County Council tendering process.

Cemetery : Plans are progressing for the proposed extension to the cemetery.

Street Fair : The Town Council would like to congratulate the Charlbury Street Fair
Committee on another splendid effort this year. The Charlbury Street Fair Constitu-
tion has now been agreed and signed by all those concerned.

Remembrance Sunday: The Town Council’s wreath was laid at the War Memorial
in St. Mary’s Church by CliIr Carol Jackson.

The Town Council would like to wish
all residents of Charlbury
a Happy Christmas and Prosperous New Year.

THOMAS GIFFORD TRUST

At the time of writing the trustees are still waiting for counsel’s advice so that
they can finalise with the Charity Commission whether to take legal action
against the Charity’s former advisers.

A status report on the proposed Community Centre has been given to local
political representatives and local government officers, but currently we await
the outcome of discussions with the Charity Commission before wider distri-
bution. We are also working on a funding strategy for the project before the
end of the year.

A meeting has been arranged for FRIDAY FEBRUARY 20th 2004 in the
War Memorial Hall at 8 pm to bring Charlbury residents up to date on the po-
sition of the Spendlove site and other matters concerning the Charity.

Trevor Jones, Chairman of the Trustees
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CHARLBURY TOWN COUNCIL REPORT
No. 29
by Councillor Trevor Jones

Affordable Housing : The new housing development at Ticknell Piece should be
complete and occupied by the end of the year. The Opening Ceremony took place
on 28" October with speeches by Jonathan Higgs (Chief Executive, Oxfordshire
Citizens Housing Association), CllIr. Nick Potter (Chairman, Charlbury Town Council),
Clir Barry Norton (Leader, West Oxfordshire District Council) and local district coun-
cillor, Clir Glena Chadwick. A bench was dedicated to the memory of the late Clir
Jack Kearsey and his wife Tegwen for their services to Charlbury. See article else-
where in the Chronicle.

Permissive Paths : The Permissive Foot Paths over Wigwell Nature Reserve and
Nine Acres Recreation Ground will be closed to the public all day on Wednesday
January 7th 2004. Householders with gates opening on to Nine Acres Recreation
Ground and Oxpens Allotments are respectfully reminded that there is no right of
way over these areas.

Street Lighting : Homeowners and residents who have trees near street lights are
asked to cut back branches that prevent lights illuminating pavements and paths.

Town Council Meetings : All the meeting dates for 2004 are now available and can
be seen on the Council Notice Boards at the Corner House and on the area opposite
Five Ways Stores or obtained from the Clerk to the Council, Roger Clarke

tel. no. 810608. At the request of the Thomas Gifford Charity the Council will also
hold a Public Meeting in the War Memorial Hall at 8.00 p.m. on Friday February
20th 2004 to provide an update on the Spendlove site and other matters concerning
the Charity, and to answer questions.

Dyers Hill Traffic Scheme : This is nearly complete with only the cycle lanes still to
be marked. The yellow lines are the subject of a six month experiment. Anyone wish-
ing to comment should do so in writing to the Highways Department of Oxfordshire
County Council with a copy to Charlbury Town Council and to the local county coun-
cillor, Clir Brian Hodgson. Alternatively, tackle a councillor.

Co-op Foodstore : Oxford Gloucester & Swindon Co-op has been granted permis-
sion by the District Council to demolish the old bungalow (recently occupied by Kyl-
dane Fieldsports) at the entrance to the Spendlove car park and to build a new food
store subject to several conditions and a legal agreement that is still the subject of
negotiation. Building should start soon. The public toilets will be incorporated into the
new building but obviously with access from the outside.
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Letters to the Editor

From Mr Frank Dunn

While appreciating A Charlbury Voice’ by
Patricia Huth-Ellis in the September
Charlbury Chronicle | feel that she (or her
old chap’ narrator) views the past too
much through rose-coloured spectacles
unfairly to the detriment of the present.
For instance Now | know or speak to few
people here, and fewer people talk to me,
or care’ - | too am old and | lived at Rose
Cottage, Hixet Wood ( the old bachelor
who had something to do with books’)
from 1931 until moving to a nursing home
in 2002: and in all those years, when
walking through the town usually met
someone for a friendly chat or at least a
cheerful greeting. And often we would
set the world - or at least Charlbury - to
rights. Indeed, | count myself a lucky
bloke, because | didn’t go to Noke. (Will
some readers remember this reference to
the old village rhyme | went to Noke, and
nobody spoke’?)

Mill House Nursing Home,

Bridge Street, Witney

From Freddie Jones

The last Street Fair is now history. That it
was a social delight and financial suc-
cess is beyond doubt. In a world so frag-
mented by technological preoccupations
we experienced a vivid manifestation of
social intercourse for which many of us
chose to escape the anonymity of urban
life. Every year an indefatigable group
of people work assiduously, long and
hard to bring about the Street Fair.
Shamefully, their monumental efforts are
cloaked from our praise and admiration
in modesty and virtual anonymity. Any
suggestion of respite or resignation
would be met, | am sure, with a sense of
hurt and incredulity. There is no such
suggestion thankfully but nonetheless
they and we urgently beseech younger
contributors to bring fresh and vital ideas,

and youthful innovation to enhance and
continue our old and loved tradition of six
hundred years.

Crinan House,

Market Street

Car Vandalism: On Friday 17th October,
my car, parked outside the Friends Meet-
ing House in Market Street, was deliber-
ately scratched in four places by some-
one using a sharp object. This happened
in broad daylight and my feeling is who-
ever did it knew exactly how much dam-
age they were causing. If | have any fault
in the situation it was that | parked there
to use the station and to avoid the park-
ing charge. | accept this was not sensi-
tive parking but it was still legal. What up-
sets me most is that whoever acted so
impulsively against me did so presum-
ably without thought of who | might be or
the full consequences their actions. So if
you are out there and reading this then |
would like to tell you the following. For
five years | have cycled or walked to the
station - | have had no car. Recently be-
cause my daughter has gone to Chipping
Norton School my father gave a car so
that we could have the flexibility with
transport that we needed. This was the
first decent car | have ever owned. | still
use the train to get into Oxford because |
believe it is a more environmentally
friendly option. On the occasion | left the
car in Market Street | did so because my
bike had a puncture (which | had at-
tempted to mend the night before since |
knew | would be using my bike in the
morning). When | discovered the tyre flat
again in the morning | was left with 10
minutes to get to the station. | had to take
the car. With the prospect of the in-
creased expenditure of bus fares the
other end | wanted to avoid any further
costs which is why | parked in town. | am

Report from your County Councillor Brian Hodgson (tel/fax 01993 891310)

1 Home Zone: The consultants who will advise, consult and finally plan the Home Zone
in Hughes Close and Sturt Close will have been appointed by December. There will be
full consultation with everybody who lives in the two roads before the final plans are
drawn up.

2 The Slade: The interim traffic-calming proposals for The Slade should have been dis-
cussed by the Town Council at its November meeting.

3 Road Humps: | have joined those who have complained about the road humps in
Nine Acres Lane. The County Council has finally agreed to act by replacing two of the
75mm high humps with slightly lower ones 65mm. If these are considered to be an
improvement, all of the higher humps will be replaced.

4 NHS Dental Care: | proposed a motion at November’s Council meeting which urged
the new Health Scrutiny Committee to investigate the lack of National Health Service
dental services in this county. It also asked them to look into the percentage of all den-
tists’ surgeries which are fully accessible to people with physical disabilities or frailties.
The motion received unanimous support. If you want to know where your nearest NHS
dentist is, who is accepting new patients on an NHS basis, you need to phone NHS Di-
rect, on 0845 46 47.

5 The Cotswold Line: First Great Western will soon replace the existing franchise
holder Go-Ahead as the operator of the Thames Trains franchise, from April 2004 for two
years.

From District Councillors Glena Chadwick ( tel: 01608 810555; or email
Chadwick@Glena.fasnet.co.uk) and Mike Breakell (tel: 01993 868201)

It was a great privilege to be present at the opening of the affordable housing scheme,
reported elsewhere in the Chronicle. The quality of the housing was extremely high and it
was particularly pleasing to see that they have been built to very stringent ecological
standards, with regard to conserving power and, also, that they have taken into account
the needs of the elderly. We are aware, however, that there is more demand and all
partners in the scheme are trying to find ways of meeting at least some of this demand.

Last week WODC held a Highways Seminar for district councillors to hear presentations
from the Highways department. This is a department of the County Council and many of
its decisions often seem contrary to what local people and the district planning commit-
tees expect. This seminar gave their officials a chance to explain the context of these
decisions and, although many of us were still not altogether convinced, it was helpful.
The need for constant communication was stressed; members of the public can always
contact the Highways department directly with their views.

Due to new law the district council will now take charge of all licensing that was formerly
done by magistrates. This includes takeaways and applications will be advertised so that
all residents will be able to make representations.
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ChristmasChurchServices

Letters to the Editor

Baptist Chapel, Dyers Hill

sl

Christmas Day - combined service with the Methodists
at Fishers Lane at 10.30 am
Sunday December 28th - combined service with the
Methodists at the Baptist Chapel at 10.30 am

For further details ring Kay Colyer tel:810107

St Mary’s C of E Church

SN

Full details of all services in Church porch or see The Leaflet

Rev Judy French,
The Vicarage, Church Lane,
tel: 810286

Friends’ Meeting House, Market Street

Meeting for worship at the Friends Meeting House at
11 am on Christmas Day

For further details contact: Joan Rough ( 810704)

Methodist Chapel, Fishers Lane

faite]
A B
i

Morning Service normally Sundays at 10.30 am (any changes posted on
church notice board). Christmas services include Holy Communion at the
morning service and Candlelight Carols at 6 pm Sunday December 21st.
Arrangements shared with Baptists on Christmas Day and Dec 28th - see
notice boards. Holy Communion at 10.30 am on Jan 4th and Feb 1st

Further information from Marion Speight (811737)

St Teresa' s R.C. Church, Fishers Lane

Sunday December 14th: Carol Service at 3.30 pm
Wednesday December 24th: Confessions 11 am to noon (visiting
priest); 8 pm Holy Mass (in place of Midnight Mass)
Thursday December 25th: As for Sundays - Mass at 9.30 am Enstone
Youth Hall and 11 am St Teresa’s

Rt Rev Monsignor V F J Morgan, CBE, 5 Enstone Road, Charlbury OX7 3QR
tel: 810576 or see WWW.communigate.co.uk/oxford.stteresacharlbury

CHURCHES TOGETHER IN CHARLBURY have several shared activities, such as the Bible Study
Fellowship, Good News Group and Luncheon Club. Further details from Pat Owens (676541)
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a single parent on benefit. | do not have
much cash to spare. The affect this will
have on me financially is very large.
Having asked around the neighbourhood
this appears to be more likely the act of
a disgruntled resident than a person with
nothing better to do. | have discovered at
least three other people this has hap-
pened to recently in the same area. |
would be very interested to hear if there
are other incidents. Perhaps we can
create a ground swell for some police
action. Further frustrations are these: the
hundreds of pounds | will have to spend
will have no impact on this person to
stop them doing it again; | feel com-
pletely vulnerable to it happening again
as | am a regular user of the Friends
Meeting House and sometimes have to
park in the area to off load equipment.
And lastly, if you are a disgruntled resi-
dent doing this then a note on the wind-
screen would have served just as well to
make me aware your feelings which |
would have taken on board. Instead | am
left with a great deal of anger, hurt and
no love for you.

Anon - the writer does not wish a name
or address to be published for fear of fur-
ther reprisals.

From Miss Grace Fredericks

England is the country | know best and
love, and hers is the only way of life | un-
derstand and am at home in. When |
see faults in her they are my faults, but
her excellences have been made, not
only by us who live in the present, but
much more by those who loved and
served her in her past. | am so old that
the disasters | see looming are not likely
to affect me and | have no children or
grandchildren to worry about. But you
have, and | hope at least some of you
will heed the warnings of a woman who

has lived through nearly the whole of the
last century and has seen many changes
come about. What is most precious to
me in England is not primarily the outer
things, such as her churches and ancient
monuments, the remains of her once
varied landscape of hills and small moun-
tains, green fields and little rivers, woods
and moors and fells. These are precious,
but even more precious are the unseen
beauties and treasures which underpin
the whole fabric of our lives. They are so
much a part of us that we notice them
hardly more than the air we breathe, yet
we will suffocate if we lose them, just as
we suffocate when we have no air. ltis
difficult to put these treasures into words:
our rich poetic heritage, not only for its
beauty but even more for the noble senti-
ments we unconsciously absorb from it;
the ingrained attitude of fair play, not
kicking a man when he is down; the free-
dom to say publicly what we think; the
tolerance which still exists of the foibles
of others; and many, many other things.
One virtue which | always valued was the
practical pragmatic way in which we set-
tled our affairs, and by means of which
the most cherished bulwarks of our liber-
ties were formed. That has been buried
under a monstrous construction of theo-
ries and ideologies, but even so it could
be resuscitated if we had the will. All
this, which | express so inadequately, will
be lost if we let others decide our des-
tinies. They will, if we stay in Europe.
Don't be frightened by such bogeys as
‘What will happen to our trade if we leave
Europe?’. Nothing, because they make a
profit from us and we trade at a loss with
them. Another bogey ‘We must stay in
Europe because she has saved us from
another war’. No, NATO did that, and the
makers of the new European Constitution
(and we are not one of them) would like
to get rid of NATO and have their own
army with English soldiers under their
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CHARLBURY WEATHER

control. To take back our power to run
our own affairs, to stand on our own feet,
requires courage, steadfastness, loyalty
and sacrifice. But we are not without
these, given the will and the unity to fight
for our own lives. Most worthwhile
achievements have started in small
ways, and we can play our part in a small
way if we wish. We do not have to think
in terms of a crusade, but we can be
alert to any opportunity that presents it-
self of asserting our own wishes. We
can do more thinking for ourselves,
recognising that the most powerful
sources of information, the BBC, the
press and politicians often do not give us
the full truth about Europe and that we
need to seek for information elsewhere.
We can remember that Edward Heath
deliberately misled not only the elec-
torate, but the House of Commons itself,
when he urged us to join the EEC, and
that the Maastricht Treaty was forced
through the Commons by heavy pressure
from John Major, and that even then it
was passed by a majority of only one.
Last of all we can remind ourselves that
there must be many other small commu-
nities who are trying to preserve the En-
glish way of life and that we are not
alone.

Pilgrim’s Croft

Crawborough

(The Editor does not usually accept polit-
ical articles, but in view of Miss Freder-
ick' s venerable age, ninety-six, we felt an
exception should be made. If any reader
wishes to write in a similarly restrained
manner to put the opposite view, we will
be happy to publish their letter.)

From the Secretary of the Street Fair
Committee

On behalf of the Street Fair Committee |
would like to thank the Charlbury Chronicle

for all your help with this year’s Fair.
The Chronicle plays a vital part in keep-
ing everyone informed and publicising
the event and the Committee is grateful
for your support.....

Pat Court,

Lees Heights

The editor has received an anonymous
letter about the church bells and regrets
it cannot be published unless the writer
is prepared to give their name. If the au-
thor wishes to contact the editor on
810549 the letter can be carried in the
next issue, anonymously if necessary.
Incidentally, the people living within
earshot of the bells, to whom the editor
has spoken, are firmly in favour of them!

THAMES TRAINS LOSE
FRANCHISE

Charlbury’s website carried the news on
November 4th that the Government has
decided not to renew the Thames Trains
franchise. The SRA (Strategic Rail Au-
thority) announced that the current hold-
ers of the Thames Train contract will
cease running services at the end of
March when First Great Western will take
over all stations, trains and staff currently
employed by Thames Trains. FGW al-
ready operates Charlbury’s two morning
and evening express trains. The com-
pany says it hopes to replace the uncom-
fortable and cramped Turbo trains cur-
rently used on the Charlbury line with its
new five-carriage ‘Adelante’ trains, capa-
ble of running at 125 mph. All this de-
pends, however, on the signing of a bind-
ing agreement which is still being dis-
cussed. If the company are not offered
good enough terms the Turbo trains may
have to be retained.

| _ August 2003 will be a talk-
*" ing point for many years to

come. ltis the month in

which, on the 10th, records
were broken nationally, with the first
temperatures of 100” or more being
recorded in Britain, the highest being
about 101” in Kent. Charlbury, on that
day was completely different, achiev-
ing only 82", caused largely by six or
seven short thunderstorms which
kept reducing the temperature.
Actually, Charlbury did not follow the
national trend in achieving record
high temperatures during the month.
Instead, it did the opposite, with an
equal lowest night temperature for
August at 44”. The last time we had
such a cold August night in Charlbury
was in 1993. The highest day
temperature of 87” was 4” below the
record set in 1990.

The month looked like breaking all
records for average high tempera-
tures, but temperatures tailed off in
the second half. Up to 13th August,
after 10 consecutive days in the 80s,
the average was 80", but this had
dropped to 75.32” by the end. This
was still 2.24” above the August
average for the previous 14 years,
but was lower than 1990 and 1995
and equalled by 1997. We had some
very warm nights with 13 remaining in
the 60s, the highest being 66”.

September 2003 continued the trend
set in August, being mainly dry and
sunny. Temperatures were well
above average and, at 67.13”, 2003
was the second warmest September

in the 15 year period - the warmest
was 1999, which was only 0.47”
higher. The highest temperature was
74”. There was a cold spell towards
the end of the month and the night of
23rd/24th produced the lowest
temperature (37”) recorded in
September and the following night
equalled the previous record of 38”.

October 2003, whilst continuing the
dry theme, was a month of two
halves. With the exception of just one
day, the first half, up to 16th,
achieved above average tempera-
tures. Then, the remainder of the
month gave us a taste of winter, with
temperatures way below the average,
and more like those to be expected in
November. Overall, the month came
out at 55.00”, which is 1.49” below
the average for the previous 14
years. The highest temperature was
64”. Air frosts were recorded on three
nights, the first of the winter being on
20th/21st. However, none of the
frosts was particularly severe, with
the lowest being just 1” below
freezing point. It is interesting to re-
port that the coldest day, at 45, was
8” below the warmest night.

John Stanley

WANT TO ADVERTISE?

The Charlbury Chronicle is delivered
free each quarter to nearly 1,350
homes. There is a mailing list of over
50 subscribers. If you would like to
take advantage of this opportunity to
advertise, please contact Jack Potten
on 01608 810991.
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The Police Need Your Help!

Thames Valley Police will shortly be opening a po-
lice office in the Spendlove Centre, Enstone Road,
Charlbury and are asking for volunteers to

help run it.

We need help with front counter duties which will typi-
cally involve recording lost and found property, handing
out crime prevention literature, taking details of non-

urgent enquiries and probably giving directions!

Volunteers can be anyone over 16 years of age, with a few
hours to spare each week, who are discreet, reliable and
trustworthy. You need to be good with people, have the
ability to listen, be able to take accurate messages, be
friendly and approachable whilst still being calm and ef-
ficient.

Your motivation may be that you want to put something back
into the community, or to gain experience for a future ca-
reer. Whatever your motivation, all applicants will be
required to complete an application form giving the names
of two referees who are prepared to vouch for your charac-
ter and suitability.

All volunteers are required to have a police check prior

to acceptance onto the scheme, and then have an infor-
mal interview with their local co-ordinator. If success-
ful, you will be given a short induction course at Charl-
bury.
If you are interested and would like to apply, please con-
tact me.
Rosie White

Volunteers’ Co-ordinator
Thames Valley Police
Banbury Police Station
Warwick Road
Banbury
Oxon. OX16 2AE

01295 754524 (office)
07970 145814 (mobile)
rosie.white @thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
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COMMUINTY INGING UPDATE

Community singing in Charlbury is
thriving! Numbers increase, sound

swells .... if you©re looking for ayather-
ing of friendly people, good humour and
that unmistakable sense of union that
comes through singing together, then
look no further than the Friends© Meeting
House, Charlbury.

There are two types of events up and
running at the moment: General com-
munity sings which are timed predomi-
nantly around the major shifts in nature
such as the Equinoxes/Solstices, har-
vest time, May Day and so on. The
Celts sited their festivals around these
times which conveniently fall at 6-ish
weekly intervals and many of the Chris-
tian festivals similarly tie in, all providing
a rich soil for thought, attunement,
poetry and song. You need not be an
experienced singer to join in - most
things are taught orally and at an
accessible pace. The songs are taught
in harmonies and come from a variety of
traditions. Contributions of seasonal po-
ems, readings, thoughts, homemade
biscuits are also welcome. Look out for
posters advertising these events.
WorldSong get togethers happen more
or less monthly. WorldSong is a commu-
nity singing group that has been going
for three years. The aim is to work on
pieces of music (with an international
flavour) that are more challenging and to
perform in local setting as and when the
occasion arises. This group is open to
newcomers though you may find yourself
having to do a bit of a catch up if there©s
a performance. (Song parts available on
tape). Don®t let that put you off if you
fancy trying it out! The person organis-
ing and leading the events is me,
Katherine Lucas. 1©ve been doing this for
quite a few years now and still appear to
be passionate about it! Do get in touch
for a chat 01608 811293 or just turn up.

Happy singing!

HIGH COMMENDATION FOR
FOUNDER & DIRECTOR OF
THE PENDYFFRYN
CHILDREN’S TRUST

The Beacon Fellowship Charitable Trust
established the Beacon Prize to highlight
exceptional contributions by individuals
to charitable and social causes.
Members of the public and voluntary
sector organisations are invited to
nominate exceptional individuals for
consideration by a panel of judges, but
the Beacon Trust undertakes not to re-
veal the source of each nomination. This
year the judges chose fourteen finalists
out of almost eight hundred nominated to
receive the Beacon Prize 2003. It was
not possible to honour all the people
whose names were put forward, but the
Trust considered several of them worthy
of recognition, and Charlbury's Jennie
Jones was awarded a Beacon Prize
2003 Highly Commended Certificate in
the category of leadership for her work
as founder and director of the Pendyffryn
Children's Trust.

After seeing some of the suffering of
children in Romania following the
collapse of the Ceaucescu regime
Jennie established the Trust ten years
ago to help children who had suffered
trauma of various kinds, by giving them
and their families a holiday on the coast
of Pembrokeshire. In that time some
hundreds of families from several differ-
ent countries as well as the UK have
experienced a week of rest and fun,
offering them some respite from often in-
tolerable and tragic situations.

Charlbury can take pride in the fact that
Jennie's compassion, helped by several
friends from here and elsewhere, has
reached out to alleviate some of the
suffering caused by war, sickness,
disability and bereavement.

Hilda Pipe



