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Fund raising for the Charlbury
Community Centre Appeal is now
well under way, and you will find full
details about its progress in the four
middle pages of this issue. On page
20 you can check out our
constitution, roles and
responsibilities so that there need be
no doubts as to how the appeal is to
be run. As usual, we ask everyone
to consider how they can help us
achieve our total of £250,000. With
such a total we need to upgrade the
old saying about ‘looking after the
pennies and the pounds will look
after themselves’ and tell ourselves
instead ‘if we look after the pounds,
the thousands will take care of
themselves'!

Thursday June 10th is Election Day
and everyone is asked to exercise
their vote. Charlbury has a pretty
good record for an above average
turnout on these occasions, so
please keep up the good work and
cast your vote for a European
Parliamentary candidate, and District
and Town Councillors.

Our former teen correspondent,
Rose Ogden, who worked so hard to
earn her fare to Cambodia when she
left school and who received a
financial contribution from the
Chronicle, kept her promise to write
and tell us about her adventures in
the Far East - see pp 12-13.

May we remind our contributors that
the next deadline is August 6th for
the September Chronicle. It is worth
noting that each issue is usually
filled very quickly some time before
the deadline date, and late
contributors will be disappointed.
Articles of a page (about 500
words) or even half a page (250
words) need to be reserved well in
advance. Short articles and notices
can usually be accommodated near
to the deadline. It is helpful if copy is
produced in Arial point 9, and email
contributions should be in rich text
format. Copy may be placed in the
Chronicle box in the Corner House
hall.




EDDIE’'S THE BEST

Rachel Cooper, proprietor of
Charlbury’s Ladies
Hairdressers in Market Street,
has an unusual hobby - she is
a breeder and exhibitor of
Chow Chows. Her black
Chow Chow Lijiang Steady
Eddie came 1st in the Puppy
Dog Class and won Best
Puppy in Breed at the famous
Crufts Dog Show in March.
Well done, Rachel.

SIMON ON FOUR

Former Charlbury beat officer
and Charlbury resident Simon
Towers was heard on BBC
Radio 4 on Monday April 19th
in a half hour programme
called ‘On the School Beat'.
The documentary followed
Simon in his job as a school-
based police officer at
Chipping Norton School.

OXFORDSHIRE AGAINST
DRINKING & DRIVING

A substantial number of

pubs in the county have joined
a scheme whereby a
designated driver of 4 or more
people, who has agreed not to
drink alcohol because he/she
is the driver, will receive free
or reduced price soft drinks.

FARMERS MARKET

The next Farmers’ Market on
the Playing Close is on
Saturday June 12th.

COUNTY WILD FLOWER
Plantlife, the conservation
charity, recently announced
that the fritillary (Fritillaria
meleagris) has been chosen
as Oxfordshire’s wild flower
symbol.

REDUCE, REUSE,RECYCLE
Collections in the Car Park
from 10am to 1pm - on June
5th for Timber, and on July 3rd
for Green Waste.

NO NATURE NOTES

Instead of writing Nature
Notes in this edition, Christine
Elliott has been busy creating
the web site http:/
www.ghostwind.com showing live
coverage of a

BlueTit nest box - fledging
expected not before May 23
‘04.

PROGRESS ON CO-OP SITE
After a delayed start we
understand that work on the
new Co-op store is now going
according to schedule, and
that it is expected to be
completed in early September.

CHARLBURY PRE-SCHOOL

SUMMER FAIR

Sunday June 13th, 2-4 pm, Playing
Close. A fantastic afternoon of fun to
include magician, stalls, plants,
books, bouncy castles, morris
dancers, face paints, tattoos, assault
course, games, fire engine, beer tent,
tea tent, BBQ, grand draw and lots
more. All proceeds to Charlbury Pre-
School




CHARLBURY LIBRARY

GOES LIVE

Library Manager Penny Price gives a
few reasons to visit your local

library :

1. A new computer system,
eventually linking all 43 Oxfordshire
County Council libraries has now been
installed in Charlbury. One membership
card entitles you to borrow books,
videos, DVDs, audio books and language
tapes (a charge is made for some items)
from most libraries with a ‘return
anywhere’ policy.

2. Find out how easy it is to trace the
item you require and, for a fee, we can
supply that item from any branch in
Oxfordshire and it can be sent to
Charlbury Library for you to collect.

3. Two broadband computers, with
up to 1 hour’s free use a day - booking
advisable - offers internet, e-mail and
word processing access with colour A4
printing at 10p per sheet.

4, A newly installed digital
photocopier gives you top quality black
and white A4 copies for 10p per sheet.

5. The Friends of the Library group
has very kindly donated £120 recently
which has been spent on new children’s
books.

Garden Maintenance
Lawn Mowing
Fencing
Pest Control

Paddock Maintenance
tel: 01608 819128 or
079714 86618

MEDICAL CENTRE NEWS

As many of you are aware, Dr John
Goves was injured in a road accident last
year. We are sad to have to inform you
that Dr Goves will now be retiring on
June 8th 2004 due to ill health. As you
can imagine this was a difficult decision
for Dr Goves to make and | am sure you
will join us in wishing him well in his
retirement.

We are pleased to welcome Dr Neil
Golder to the Practice. You may have
already met him as he is working as our
Locum until he takes on the role of
partner from June 8th. Dr Golder
graduated in Law and then Medicine at
Manchester University and spent ten
years as a hospital doctor specializing in
children’s and adolescent medicine as
well as adult health. While in Manchester
he was medical advisor to the Granada
TV soap ‘Coronation Street’. He spent
much of his training in London including
several years at St. Mary’s Hospital,
Paddington and Great Ormond Street
Children’s Hospital. He has a particular
interest in asthma and chest conditions.

Since moving into general practice he has
spent the last few years working as a
Locum in many neighbouring practices in
West Oxfordshire and says he is
delighted to have found a ‘home’ in such
a beautiful part of the Cotswolds. When
not at the practice Dr Golder likes doing
‘repatriation medicine’ which involves
bringing people back to the UK who have
become ill abroad and has brought
patients home from as far afield as
Bucharest, Chicago and all points of
Europe and the Mediterranean. He also
likes walking, cycling, listening to Jazz
music and spends much of his time in and
around aircraft, having obtained his
private pilot’s licence last year.

D W Rouse, Practice Manager
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Charlbury Home Zone Report
by Councillor John Harrison

Charlbury has been selected to have a Home

Zone by Oxford County Council. This is one of
four Home Zones in Oxfordshire.One scheme

will be started in Abingdon this month.

What is a Home Zone? Home Zones are a
new concept to the UK but have been in
operation in Europe for many years. Home
Zones are residential streets where space is
shared between drivers and pedestrians. The
creation of this Home Zone is carried out with
the complete cooperation of the residents of
Hughes and Sturt Close. Hughes and Sturt
Close have been selected for the Charlbury
scheme because of the concerns over
speeding traffic, and the layout of the roads
offers a good potential for the creation of a
Home Zone.

In late December 03 the first steering group
meeting took place. This group consisted of
representatives from OCC, WODC, WOHA,
TVP, and councillors from OCC, WODC,
Charlbury Town Council and residents. Also
present were representatives from MVA (a
transport consultant) and the Building Design
Partnership.The meeting was chaired by Brian
Hodgson, Oxfordshire County Councillor, who
first brought the concept of home zones to
theCharlbury Town Council. John Harrison,
Town Councillor and resident, took the chair
for subsequent meetings. Questionnaires
were distributed to each household and
residents’ comments were collated. A design
day was held on March 13th to gather the
wishes and aspirations of the residents and
was very well attended by all age groups.
Residents’ ideas were taken away by the
consultants and a draft scheme will be
considered at further steering group meetings,
with a day in June 2004 being set to hold an
exhibition of the finished scheme.

The date for completion of this Zone is
anticipated to be Autumn 05.



A chance remark to barber Pete Cahill
(more about this in a future issue) started
me off on the long, and sometimes
frustrating, task of transcribing the 1881
and 1891 Census sheets of Charlbury
onto a computer and this is now almost
complete. During the course of this work,
| discovered quite a number of railway
employees who lived in Charlbury, and, in
1881, one of them, Philip Lowe, spent
census night, 3rd April, at the station,
being the "Night Porter" there. Philip
actually lived in what was then shown as
Dytchley Road, although this had become
Ditchley in 1891. What really caught my
attention was the fact that living near the
top of Dyers Hill was a 27 year old man
named Thomas Brookfield, whose
occupation is described as " Station
Master G W R". Head of the household
was recorded as John Sturdy, a 59 year
old retired gamekeeper and his wife was
67 year old Sarah. Thomas, who was
born in Bewdley, Worcestershire, was
described as John Sturdy® nephew. Also
in the house was Thomas@wife Charlotte
and one year old son Thomas (born in
Charlbury). Charlotte originated from
Aberdare in South Wales, so Great
Western Railway connections are there
as well. One wonders whether Thomas
started his railway career at Bewdley
before moving to Much Wenlock in
Shropshire, where | have discovered that,
in 1871, he was a railway Goods Clerk.
Did he then hold a position in Aberdare
for a while before moving to Charlbury
sometime before 1880? Next door was
Adeline Lay who was the local railway
goods agent, assisted by her 86 year old
father and 16 year old nephew. Ten years
later, Thomas Brookfield was still at
Charlbury station, but his family had
grown. He was still living in a similar
place in Dyers Hill, but his family now
consisted of wife Charlotte, son Thomas

and five other children, John (8), Sara (7),
Arthur (5), Eleanor (3) and Charlotte (11
months). Also in the house was a
"general servant" recorded as 18 year old
Minnie M Brookfield. The Sturdys were
now recorded as a separate household
next to the Brookfields. The 1901 Census
creates something of a mystery, which
readers may be able to help to resolve.
Thomas Brookfield and his family, which
by now was even larger, appears to have
moved down the hill. It is difficult to be
certain, as in the main, individual
properties were not identified by house
name and the enumerator may have
mixed up the order of the individual
returns, but Thomas is shown as living
near to the station, possibly in the house
now known as Millbank - the head of the
next household was John Wainwright
(Miller and Corn Dealer) and this entry
was followed by Richard Croly (Physician
& Surgeon) who lived at The Poplars
(now Dyers Hill House). ThomasGiamily
in 1901 consisted of his wife, the four
youngest children from 1891 plus Violet
(9), Ethel (7), Harold (6), Bertram (4),
Constance (1) and Ruth (3 months). |
wonder how long Thomas Brookfield
remained as Station Master at Charlbury
station. It will be another 7 years before
the details of the 1911 Census are made
public, to see whether he was still there
then. Do any readers know anything
about this long serving station master?

It is hoped in future issues to delve again
into the census records and take
snhapshots of what times were like in
Charlbury.

The 1881 Census is freely available on
http://www.familysearch.org. The 1891
Census is, and in the not too distant
future, the 1871 and 1901 Censuses will
be, available by subscription on web site
http://www.ancestry.co.uk. The 1901
Census is also available on http://
www.census.pro.gov.uk, for which a
charge is made if detailed information is
required.

John Stanley



LOCAL AUTHOR’S SEQUEL TO
‘PRIDE AND PREJUDICFE’

Phyllis Furley, from The Playing Close,
Charlbury has had her book, “The Darcys
-Scenes from a Married Life” published.
The book tells of the Darcys’ first two
years of marriage in which they come
close to fulfilling Elizabeth’s claim that
they will be the ‘happiest married couple
in the world’. There are however some
problems - at Pemberley Elizabeth finds
herself oppressed by the weight of
centuries of tradition and her relations
with the more senior members of the
Darcy family are difficult. A shadow from
Darcy’s bachelor past also looks as if it
might darken their future.

=

Lynne Robson, who reviews for Jane
Austen websites, records a very
favourable opinion of the book. She felt
that the characters are true to the way
Jane Austen wrote them. Phyllis also
develops them skilfully — for example, the
softening of Darcy’s character. The new
characters she uses fit in well. Lynne
enjoyed the book so much that she looks
forward to another sequel.

Phyllis sets a scene in the book at
Broughton Castle. It is good to have an
Oxfordshire writer using an Oxfordshire
background.

Diana Potten

BEER FESTIVAL: SAME
TIME, SAME PLACE,
DIFFERENT GREAT ALES

The Memorial Hall will again be the
venue for the Charlbury Beer Festival,
now in its seventh successful year. And
weEe sticking with the date we originally
planned, ie July 10th.

The fact that this date has also been
chosen for the music event planned for
Cornbury faced the Beer Festival
Committee with some difficult decisions.
The trickiest was whether to take up the
offer of becoming part of the Cornbury
Festival. The temptation lay in the larger
audience for our beers and so the chance
of raising more money for the Primary
School.

But we have decided to carry on as
usual. The main consideration is that we
don®want to lose the Beer Festival®
identity as an event which, literally and
metaphorically, is at the centre of our
community.

So, the Memorial Hall it will be, starting at
noon. As usual, there will be sixteen
barrels of quality real ale drawn from all
parts of the land -- but we will make our
selection different from that in previous
years. Our starting point for consideration
is the ten brews which are reigning
Champion Beers of Britain.

We® also have food, wine, cider and
Pimms. And there will be entertainment.
We know that some of you would prefer
the event without music, but last year®
survey showed that 76% wanted to keep
the bands. We hope for another day
blessed by good weather and friendly
company.

Rob Stepney
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Street Fair Update

Open Gardens — Sunday 27" June from 2pm to 6pm:

This is the 6 annual Open Gardens Day and people are busy weeding and seeding
getting their gardens ready! We have several new gardens this years as well as
some old favourites — both modern and traditional. Teas and plants will be on sale in
the Memorial Hall and Garden Room. Children have a quiz to keep them busy
searching each garden. Tickets and route map £3.00 will be available on the day
from 1.30pm outside the Corner House. All proceeds go to Charlbury Street Fair.

Bears on Tour!

Charlie and Sam are having a wonderful time. Since March Charlie has been to
Cornwall, South Africa and is holidaying in America and Canada at the moment.
Cornwall was a bit wet but he had lots of pasties to keep his strength up! In South
Africa he saw lots of wild animals — lions a bit frightening but he tried to be brave!
Sam has been to Budapest where he went on a funicular railway and crossed the
Danube on the Chain Bridge. He has just come back from Tenerife where it was very
hot and he had lots of fun. At the moment he is in Ibiza but hasn’t sent a postcard
yet! Other trips booked are a week in the Isle of Man, a week on a narrow boat in
Yorkshire and possibly the Queen Mary and New York — lucky bears.

If you would like to help Charlie and Sam, the Street Fair Bears, to go on holiday
please contact Pat Court on 01608 811031. When you take Charlie and Sam away
they must send a postcard, let us have some photos and perhaps they could bring a
small memento of their visit to remind them of their happy holidays. At the end of the
summer, try and guess how far they have travelled and see all their postcards and
photos at Street Fair. PS: You don't have to be going away for a week or more;
days out are just as much fun for Charlie and Sam.

Street Fair Floats and Stalls:

Have you booked your stall yet? If not, please contact Teresa on 01608 811000 or
by email at teresa@beeb.net. Don't forget this year's theme is Myths and
Legends. To book your float, either contact Pat Court on 811031, or Teresa on
811000. Some suggestions for the floats could be Arthur and the Knights of the
Round Table, Loch Ness Monster, Robin Hood, Jason and the Argonauts, Hiawatha,
Dick Whittington and many, many more.

Don't forget, Street Fair is on Saturday 18" September — so don’t you dare be away!
We need more helpers on the day, so if you can spare an hour or two, please contact

Sue Cooper on 01608 819139. See you all there!
Susie Finch/




A LIFE'S

DAY | get up at 5.40 a.m.
every morning. | have

Geoffrey a quick cup of tea but

Burroughs my main concern is to
get the honey jars and

Honey products ready for a

Farmer lady, who comes in _at
6.30 to do the labelling
and packaging of the

honey ready for the shops. This usually
takes about two hours and at 7 o’clock
the rest of the house comes alive. My
wife Janet gets up and prepares to go off
to her job in Banbury, where she is a
curriculum manager in the Law and
Business Studies Department of the
Further Education College. My daughter
grabs her breakfast before she travels to
Oxford, where she works as an
administrator in the Law Department of
the University but she is hoping one day
soon to start training to be a solicitor. My
son, William, is the last up and he goes
off to Wootton, where he works for a
Graphic Designh company.

Now is the time that I go off to check on
the bees. | have sites at Cornwell and
Chadlington. | pile up the truck with
honey boxes (supers) and go to see if
the bees, who are bringing in the honey
need extra space and the addition of a
box. | have been interested in bees since
| was a boy. | was brought up on my
father’'s dairy farms in Somerset and
Wiltshire. At the age of 12 my main
concerns were bees and brown trout.
There were so many things that
fascinated me about bees — they fly up to
a radius of three miles; it takes 25,000
bee miles to fill one jar of honey; they
only live for 6-8 months, because they
wear their wings out with hard work; after
2/3 years the queen will leave the hive
with 50% of the bees. This is when they
swarm and it is not certain what happens
to the queen when she gets to the new

hive.

Despite my interests | eventually went
off to study for a Diploma in Agricultural
Science at The Royal Agricultural
College at Cirencester and then went on
to Aberystwyth and took a degree in
Agricultural Science and Economics. It
was here | met my wife, who was
studying law. When | finished | was 23
and my Mum said | had to get a job and |
went to work as a technical
representative for Fisons. This brought
Janet and me to Bloxham, along with our
50 colonies of bees. It soon became
obvious we needed more space and on
New Year's Day Janet spotted an advert
for Halcyon Farm and we bought it from
Sydney Horton in 1979. | knew it was
suitable for bees; in fact Charlbury had a
history of bee-keeping. The clover in the
surrounding fields was of a very good
quality and there were plenty of trees that
the bees liked such as sycamore,
chestnuts and limes. In the 1930s Mr
Bartlett, who owned the farm at Sandford
Mount, would send honeycombs up to
the London market — in one year he sent
40 tons. Although we bought the farm in
1979, | did not become a full time bee
farmer until 1994. Janet backed me in the
venture telling me that | didn’'t want to be
75 and say that | wished | had become a
bee farmer.

It can be a difficult business with much
of the success resting on the weather. |
was lucky in my first year; you want
warm, balmy days in April and May, a
wet June, followed by a warm July. The
odds on this are 1 year in 16 and that is
what I got in my first year in business.
May is critical and if it rains every day it is
dreadful and | get really frustrated. The
business expanded and shops were
asking to sell my honey. | had to get
more bees with several hundred colonies
to meet demand. | now have 10 million
female worker bees and my average crop



is 12 tons of honey. After my early
morning check on the bees | go home for
breakfast — Frosties with a tin of peaches
on top and some honey and warm milk
and of course what will be by then my
fourth cup of coffee. | also have to give
Basil, my bloodhound, his breakfast and
walk around the Christmas tree
plantation. | started this in 1995 prompted
by a friend. At first | thought it would be
difficult to get going as nurseries offered
me very little for the trees but then | had
the idea of Christmas trees for Charlbury.
Now it give me great pleasure particularly
seeing the delight of the children
choosing their Christmas trees.

At 10 o’clock | am telephoning customers
and colleagues about the business — at
the moment | am dealing with a delivery
of Queen bees from Greece to give new
blood to the hive. | also get them from
Hawaii, Israel and Australia. 10.30 and |
am off to deliver to the Oxford shops,
Culpepper’s, Palm’s in the covered
market and Taylor’s in St. Giles. It's home
for a quick sandwich lunch before Vic
Merry arrives. | am very lucky in my help -
| have already mentioned the lady who
comes in and there is my wife who does
the books and my son’s girl friend, who
makes candles and polish with the spare
beeswax. Vic has his own bees and so
brings his expertise to help me process
the honey. Again at 4 o'clock | go out to
check the bees at Deddington and
Rousham. Although the days have a
routine, other things happen. | often get
called out to deal with swarms of bees:
once | had to deal with a swarm in the
roof above a panelled room in Cornbury
Park. The maids would not come in with
me and | thought it was the bees. | felt
very peculiar while dealing with the
swarm and saw an impression of a regal
man with a beard on the panelling.
Apparently the Earl of Leicester was
murdered in the room and his ghost still
lurks there! Once | collected a swarm of

bees in the New Forest and put them in a
sack in the back of the pick-up truck. A
friend, who was with me suggested we go
into Bournemouth. We could find nowhere
to park and ended up on double yellow
lines. A traffic warden appeared and we
said we needed to be there as we had
bees in the back. He did not believe us,
opened the back door of the truck, where
some bees had escaped. That was the
last we saw of him as he dropped his pad
and ran. | take the bees every year to the
heather moors. We always dress in white
overalls as bees associate dark clothes
with bears and attack. We had arrived at
the moor at 2am and were unloading the
boxes when a late night reveller passed.
Later reports appeared in the local paper
that aliens had been seen at Dunkery
Beacon on Exmoor.

At 7 o@lock | hope that tea will be on the
table. After that on a Wednesday | go bell
ringing. Another hobby of mine is fly
fishing and my wife and | also like to
travel, but | have to take time off to do
these. If | have spare time in the evening |
usually spend it working, doing things like
getting ready for a farmer’s market. | had
thought that beekeeping would be a
relaxing life, dealing with the bees 3 days
a week and fishing the other 3 days.
Although it is a 70/80 hour week | don’t
regret it. Even when a bee crawled
through the veil into my middle ear and
then into my ear drum and stayed there
for half an hour buzzing wildly until it
finally managed to back out, | was not put
off. | head for bed at 10.30 and try to read
a book on the Second World War -
another interest - but before | turn the
page I'm asleep.

Geoffrey Burroughs was interviewed by
Diana Potten



TEEN SPIRIT GOES GLOBAL - A NOTE FROM ROSE OGDEN IN PHNOM PENH
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The Canadian students are profoundly grateful to the Charlbury community for their
support and kindness during their three month stay. Here below are some of the
comments they made:

‘Three months ago, when we drove into Charlbury from the airport, | thought we were
driving onto the set of a movie. Coming from a small town in Ontario where the oldest
building in town is 100 years old and has already been turned into a museum, Charlbury
seemed too picture-perfect to be real! Now, however, it is part of my heart and | cannot
imagine leaving!” (Jenn)

‘Charlbury is probably one of the most ideal places to have lived while studying here in
England. | have enjoyed just walking through the streets (and along the many footpaths),
greeting folks and just enjoying the Cotswold experience. | have felt tremendously
welcomed especially by the different church communities.” (Sam)

‘| think ‘Charlbury’ should be called ‘Charmingbury’- | will never forget the ’ ‘frog crossing
sign’, bottles of milk, daffodils, footpaths (runners’ paradise), or your warm smiles in
passing. Special thanks to the bell ringers who gave me the chance to fulfill a lifelong
dream - apologies for ringing the bell at 8 o’clock 12 times instead of 8; | didn’t mean to
send everyone to bed early!” (Cara)

‘Thanks to the hospitable Charlbury Baptist Church - our home away from home.’ (Erica)

‘...to all of the hospitable and welcoming Charlbury Boys at the Rose and Crown - you
know who you are... for making us feel like a true part of the community. Good luck and
may our paths cross again!’ (Tyler and Brad)

‘...for making my dream of living in Europe come true!’ (Lisa)
‘Banbury Hill Farm is a beautiful farm and we loved making it our home.” (Susan)

‘I was overwhelmed by the hospitality of this beautiful community. Many thanks to those
who offered us delicious Sunday lunches and lively conversation, a friendly hello or a
pleasant wave as we walked through town, or drove us to the plays in Stratford... you
have made this experience truly memorable.’ (Heidi)

‘We really enjoyed meeting David Cameron, Freddie Jones and Charles Tyzack and
learning more about this part of England.’ (Carole)

‘Thanks so much for welcoming us into your town, your homes and your hearts. In the
food shop, library, post office, train station, we were always greeted with a smile and
friendly help. You have given us many fond memories to cherish.’ (Julie)

The ABU—Oxford organizers are grateful to all those who offered homestay
accommodation: Alan & Catherine Stevens, Frances Short, Kat & Robert Leese, Hilda &
Michael Jones, Elizabeth Hardie, Catherine & Hugh Goyder, Andy Faulkner, Celia & Paul
Faulkner, Peter & Kay Colyer, Teresa Coghlan, Hugh & Joan Belshaw and Marion
Ackrill.

This article submitted by Madeleine Wheare and Elisabeth Dutton
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Adult & Community Learning
in Charlbury — 2004/5

Please look out for your copy of the
2004-5 Chipping Norton & Charlbury
Adult & Community Learning brochure.
It will be coming through your letterbox
between 5 and 17 July.

Your local learning opportunities will
be listed in the following sections:

- Science & Mathematics

- Outdoor & Practical Skills
- ICT & Business

- Wellbeing & Leisure

- First Aid & Care Work

- Visual & Performing Arts
- Humanities

- English & Languages

- Adult Basic Skills

- Lip Reading

If you are looking for a particular
course or workshop you will be able to
find it in the brochure’s index.

Charlbury ACL looks forward to
welcoming you on a 2004-5
\ course or workshop. /

WANT TO
ADVERTISE?

The Charlbury Chronicle is
delivered free each quarter to
nearly 1,350 homes. There is a
mailing list of over 50
subscribers. If you would like to
take advantage of this
opportunity to advertise, please
contact Jack Potten on 01608
810991.
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HAVE SOME COMPASSION!

Today | received one of the best letters
I've ever received in my whole life. It
came from an 11-year-old boy who lives
in Rwanda and it was about a goat.

I have been sponsoring this boy for
eighteen months through an organisation
called Compassion UK. | have as yet to
work out which of his three very long
names is actually the one by which |
should address him, but in the five or six
letters we have exchanged, he seems to
have answered cheerfully to all of them.
Today'’s letter seemed no different than
usual -- a dozen lines or so, written by an
adult as the boy dictated in his tribal
language but the translation sent floods
of gratitude and good-will through me. It
read: “I thank you alot [sic] for the special
gift of francs sent to me [for my birthday].
| bought a goat ... it has produced a kid
and it is again expected to produce
soon.”

| can't tell you how good | felt that | was
giving this child and his family some real,
practical, long-lasting help. And the
amount of this “special gift"? Just £7.

I’'m sharing this story with you not to blow
my own trumpet, but to encourage more
of you to sponsor a child and make such
a real, practical difference in the world.
Compassion UK is only one of the many
organisations that offer such a service:
look on the internet or in national
newspapers for ads by this and other
groups if you want to know more.

Name and address supplied

GERRY APPADOO has asked us to
thank the many people who sent him
such kind messages, letters and cards
during his recent illness. He was most
touched and their support meant a great
deal to him. He has now finished his
treatment and will be seeing his specialist
shortly to discuss his progress.

SHED THEATRE
(Charlbury Youth Theatre)

Due to increasing demand for places at
Shed Theatre a new joining policy is now
in operation.

Anyone wishing to join Shed Theatre
should apply in writing to ; Trish Fraser,
Barn House, Thames Street, Charlbury,
OX7 3QL giving full contact details and
date of birth.

Applications should only be submitted in
the month of August. Entry age is Year 8.
Places will be allocated based on date of
birth.

For further information on Shed Theatre
please contact Trish Fraser (810276)
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CHARLBURY PRIMARY
SCHOOL NEWS

Tessa Barras Reports

Charlbury  Primary School's biggest
project this year has been the
replacement of the school swimming pool.
As a result of herculean efforts by the
staff and pupils of the school, parents and
local volunteers, the Charlbury School
Association, and the outstanding project
management skills of Kate Smith (parent,
local architect and chairman of the school
governors) the new pool is nearing
completion. The campaign to raise
money for the new pool began in summer
2003 when it became clear that the old
pool would no longer meet health and
safety standards, and the target amount
was £18,000. So far £10,000 has been
raised with donations coming from
(amongst others) the Charlbury School
Association, the Beer Festival Committee
and local donors — and the fund raising
continues. Parental involvement has been
tremendous. Parents helped demolish the
old pool and clear the site, and have
recently been occupied in painting the
new pool. The children have made their
mark by designing and decorating
ceramic tiles which now embellish the
outside of the pool. Teachers, too, have
shown enormous commitment. Stuart
Lester ran the London Marathon (in just
over 5 hours, despite carrying an injury!)
and is donating half his sponsor money to
the pool fund (and the other half to the
British Heart Foundation). We still need
to raise approximately £3000 and would
warmly welcome any further donations to
enable the project to be completed this
term. If you can help us, please contact
Jane Turner on 01608 676974 as soon as
possible.

The school would love to hear from any
already-trained life-guards who may be
able to give some time to provide

occasional cover — and they are also on
the look-out for a lifeguard’s chair (a new
one costs £600). The children should be
in the pool before half term and it is
hoped to have a gala opening sometime
in June. Thank you from the school to all
those who have played their part in this
project and who have taken the view that
it is vitally important for the safety and
enjoyment of the children of Charlbury
that they learn how to swim.

The school is also particularly proud of
the fact that it has recently become one of
the first schools to receive an Oxfordshire
“Partners in Quality” award for its
Foundation Stage. The award recognises
high standards in early years education
and a commitment to working in
partnership with parents and the local
community. Congratulations to all
involved and in particular to teachers, Gill
Senior and Lynette van den Eshof.

RIDE OR STRIDE
Saturday September 11th 2004

A sponsored event to raise money
for
the church of your choice and the
Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust.
Your contribution will be equally
divided between the two.
Sponsorship forms and details
available from

Sarah Potter (01608 810388).
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FRIENDS OF CHARLBURY LIBRARY
June 12th: Table Top Sale, Memorial Hall,
Charlbury, from 10 a.m. to 12 noon. To
book a table (E5 -or £6 on the day) please
®hone Amanda Epps on 810573 or Janet
Walker on 810681.

June 18th : Bridge Drive hosted by Sue
and Roger Farrow. Tickets £5 including
refreshments available from Sue on
819108 (limited to 32 players). 7 for 7.30
p.m. Turret House, Ticknell Lane,
Charlbury.

CHARLBURY SUMMER PLAYSCHEME
The theme of this year's summer holiday
Playscheme is ‘Wild travels’. It will run for
the weeks commencing 16 and 23 August,
9am-5pm, Monday-Friday. All children
aged 5-11 yrs are welcome. Further
information and a full daily programme will
be available later in the term (watch the
notice-boards), but you may like to put the
dates in your diary now to help with plans
for the children’s long summer holiday.

CHARLBURY TOWN YOUTH FOOTBALL
CLUB

In April 2002 the Youth Football Club
(formerly Charlbury Town Boys F.C)
embarked on a mission to become a
Football Association Charter Standard
Club. Obtaining the Charter Standard
would elevate the status of our club in the
world of youth football and youth
organisations at home and abroad.
Through a rigorous qualifying process the
F.A monitored and recorded that the club’s
officials and coaches were attending
training courses and examinations to
obtain certificates in the areas of child
protection, first aid, football training and
management techniques. The club also

had to have its administrative and financial
procedures audited. We had to prove that
our constitution was being fully adhered
to. Our links with local schools and our
status within  our community was
paramount in order for us to obtain this
gualification. We are very pleased to
announce that, after almost two years of
hard work and great effort, our Club has
now been successful in achieving the
Charter Standard Club Award, of which
we are extremely proud!

It is our aim to continue improving
standards within our club. Our next major
goal will be to assist with the proposed
building of the new changing facilities at
Nine Acres recreation ground, which are
so desperately needed for Charlbury’s
sporting community.

We are actively seeking new coaches
(training courses will be provided) and
members to join our committee. Any new
players who would also like to take part
are welcome to come along to training,
which commences in August. If you would
like any further information regarding the
above please contact our Secretary,

Alison Siford on 01608-811694 or
Chairperson, John Hayes on 01608-
811454.

Forthcoming events:
Six-a-side fun day: 6™ June 2004.
Summer skills training: 26™ July to 30"
July 2004.

John. M. Hayes, Chairperson

CHARLBURY CRICKET CLUB

And so another season is here...! It is
excellent for all lovers — be they players or
followers — of the great and glorious
national game to see another season
getting under way after the long months of
wintry inactivity. Actually, not complete
idleness, since the club participates in the
Banbury indoor cricket league and there



were indoor nets to look forward to in the
spring.
This summer Charlbury Cricket Club has a
fuller fixture list than has been the case for
many years. Due, not least, to the fruits of
the tremendous youth policy which has
been pursued for the past years, there are
an excellent number of young players at all
levels in the club. And that means a
continuity for many years to come. Against
that background, the Club has agreed a
tenancy with Cornbury Park to lease the
area of land between the existing cricket
field and the Burford road. This will
essentially be used as a youth area, so
that the present square does not become
heavily overused. It has already been
levelled and sewn and, hopefully, will be
ready for use within a year or so. Planning
for the proposed new pavilion is well
advanced and an application will be
submitted to the Planning Committee in
Witney very soon.
It is really wonderful that the fundraising for
the new Charlbury community centre has
got off to such an excellent start. If we can
get that established and also a properly
functional pavilion on the cricket ground,
Charlbury will have two very significant
assets for use by and for the benefit of the
local community.
Watch this space for more news ... and,
meanwhile, if you would like to become
involved in any way with the Club, why not
give our Chairman, Paul Faulkner, a ring
on 8106567 We would love to hear from
you.

Malcolm Harper

CHARLBURY BOWLS CLUB

We have just completed another
successful indoor short mat season during
the winter months. We started our outdoor
season with an Open Day on Saturday
April 22nd and the weather was perfect.
We are now well into the outdoor summer

season and look forward to a successful
one in many ways - weather permitting, of
course.
As in the past, anyone wishing to join our
Bowls Club would be more than welcome
and it is a great way to meet people, so
why not come along and have a go? You
have nothing to loose and maybe all to
gain. The Club is open most evenings and
at weekends. Should you wish to have
more information, please call the Honorary
Secretary on Charlbury 810774 or come
and call at the Club.

Jack Fox, Hon Sec

CHARLBURY MUSEUM

The Museum'’s special exhibition this year
is ‘Cameras & Photographers’. On display
are: (a) A collection of cameras from the
1890s to the present day, including a 1A
Speed Kodak camera from 1909-13, and
an Ensign Ful-Vue designed for the 1947
exhibition ‘Britain Can Make It’ at the V&A.
(b) Information about the early
photographers of Charlbury, such as Mr W
Baughan and Henry Taunt, and some early
photographs, including a glass plate view
of the old Market House, and a number of
studio portraits. (c) And even some
puzzles: Where is the view catalogued by
Henry Taunt as Charlbury (but we do not
recognise it)? Where was Ash Tree
Studio, the studio of Tooze & Sirett in the
1910s? Where did ‘Photy’ Green have his
studio?

And of course, the museum'’s increasing
collection of photographs will be available,
on display throughout the rooms, and in
the folders for you to browse throuogh. All
for £1 entrance, with accompanied children
free. The Museum opening times are -
Saturday mornings 10am to noon;

Please contact Julia Caston
(810240) if you wish to submit
copy for this section




OUT AND ABOUT

We are keeping our fingers crossed for
another beautiful summer like last year
and are looking forward to many hours

at the swings in Nine Acres Recreation

Ground or trips to feed ducks at Burford
and Minster Lovell.

Just in case the weather is not quite as
warm as last year we are also collecting
indoor events to brighten our summer.
On June 2nd, Chipping Norton Theatre
has a show aimed at 3-6 year olds —
“The Mermaids Tale”. It is an adaptation
of Hans Christian Anderson’s classic
story of The Little Mermaid complete
with beautiful mermaids, a prince and a
horrid witch. Tickets cost £5 and it starts
at 2.30. The phone number of the box
office is 01608 642350.

Further afield, museums in Oxford have
a number of events aimed at families
and young children. In particular the
Ashmolean Museum has two workshops
for the under fives and their carers
during the summer. The first, ‘Shiny
Happy People’ is on July 21st, with a
choice of morning or afternoon sessions
(10.30-12 or 1-2.30). The children will
make shiny things to take home. The
second, ‘Marvellous Midas’, is on
August 18th, again with a choice of
morning or afternoon. At the ‘Marvellous
Midas’ workshop children can hear the
story of King Midas and make
something gold to take home. These
sessions cost £2 per child
(accompanying adults are free) and you
can book by phoning the Ashmolean
Education Service on 01865 278015

On July 10th lan Whybrow, the author of

ToT [B0TS

the Harry and the Dinosaurs books will
be at the Natural History Museum, Park
Road, Oxford. He will be reading from
his books at 2pm and there will be fun
dinosaur-related activities for the
children between 2 and 4pm. No
booking is required and the activities are
all free.

Both the Natural History Museum and
the Ashmolean museum are within easy
walking distance of the Worth’'s Bus
route from Charlbury to Oxford, or from
the Peartree park and ride buses
through St. Giles.

PRE-SCHOOL SUMMER FAIR
Just a reminder from pre-school about
the Charlbury Pre-school Summer Fair.
This year the summer fair is on Sunday
June 30th from 2pm until 4pm on the
Playing Close. There will be lots of fun
for all the family and more details are
given in the main advertisement
elsewhere. Charlbury Pre-school is a
charity and this is their main fundraising
event, so please come and support
them.

CRISIS AT THE CHARLBURY

BABY & TODDLER GROUP
The Charlbury Toddlers group (also
known as Playgroup) is reaching crisis
point. Many of the mothers who have
helped organise the group are moving
on and there is an urgent need for new
volunteers. If no more people come
forward to volunteer the group will close
in July and will not restart in September
unless alternative arrangements can be
made. The Toddlers group has been a



valuable resource for young children
and their carers and it would be a
sad loss if it were forced to close. If
you feel you could help please
contact Jackie Clarke (811417) or
speak to any of the committee
members at playgroup.

Meanwhile, for this term at least, the
group will continue to meet at
9.30am on Mondays during term
time at the Memorial Hall. Go along
and join the fun!

TotBits is compiled by Alison Offer

If you have news of events or items

of interest to suggest to her, please
ring her on813063

@ll the King® Men©a Manchester
University student drama company
including local resident and former
CADS member, Cat Potter, will be
bringing their production of Hamlet
to the Memorial Hall on Friday 16th
and Saturday 17th July at 7.30pm.

Tickets £5 on the door. Whilst this
will be included in the Charlbury
Summer Festival, it is part of the
company® tour to the Theatre
Royal, Winchester and the
Edinburgh Festival in August.
Enquiries to Cat Potter on 01608
810388

CHARLBURY SCHOOL

SUMMER FAIR : JUNE 19th

New attractions and activities make this
year’s Charlbury School Summer Fair on
Saturday June 19th a must for children,
parents and everyone who wants to have fun
while supporting our school. As in previous
years pupils will host a range of stalls, many
with games, and there will be events for
children to participate in, and the pool will be
open. There will also be live music,
including Nicki Jackson’s African drummers
(many of them recognisable to Charlbury
School parents!), raffle and penalty shoot out
competition. With food, drink, music and
events this is the ideal way to spend a few
midsummer June hours, knowing that every
penny raised goes to support Charlbury
School. Despite the picture painted of more
money going to education, it is a fact that
Charlbury School’s budget is insufficient to
meet its costs. Replacement of existing
equipment has to be delayed or put on ice,
and the school cannot upgrade its
equipment as much as it would like to keep
up with new techniques and other schools.
For example, the school would like to install
new smart boards which are much more
versatile than the old style black or white
boards, but that is only possible by raising
money through events like the Summer Fair.

Charlbury has been fantastic in supporting
the save our pool campaign, but ongoing
support is needed for the upkeep and
improvement of other school equipment and
facilities which we all tend to take for
granted.

Come and support the Summer Fair and
have fun at the same time.

And for all you square-eyed Euro 2004
football fans — no need to miss any key
games, because the Summer Fair does not
clash with any! So give the TV a break and
come and join us!




The Chronicle has again been
asked by the Oxfordshire Advisory
Committee on Appointment of
Justices of the Peace to publish
the following plea for new
candidates to come forward

Are you a good listener? Can you see
both sides of an argument? Do you like a
good discussion? Do you like to see fair
play? Then you could dispense justice in
your community! Why not be a
magistrate? Magistrates try to reflect the
community they live in. That means we
need a mix of people from all walks of life
and ethnic groups, with different
backgrounds and skills. The role is a
fascinating one and it opens up many
new avenues of interest and gives an
insight into how we live and behave in the
21st century. Most of all you will be using
your skills as a service to your community
- ‘justice to the people by the people for
the people’. Few of us have any legal
background, and training is provided and
continuous. All you need is good
character, common sense and the
personal skills listed above.

A typical day in court might include
motoring offences, theft, supply of drugs,
affray, assault, drink-driving and burglary.
Sentences for these  offences vary from
conditional discharge or a fine to 6
months in prison. Try arranging them in
order of seriousness!

Interested? Contact your local Advisory
Committee for an information pack and
details on how to apply: The Advisory
Committee for Justices of the Peace in
Oxfordshire: Malcolm Leeding,
Committee Secretary - 01865 815327.

DO IT TODAY!

Charlbury Pre-School is a charity run
by a committee of voluntary parents.
Wages for the teaching staff are covered
by fees and a small amount of funding.
All other monies required to run, furnish
and maintain the pre-school have to be
found by the fund-raising committee
members. We have regular events every
year including refreshments at the
Farmers’ Markets, Spring Coffee Morning,
June Fair, Christmas Bazaar and various
other events. This year we held a very
successful Bingo Night, we will be doing a
Pig Roast at the Cornbury Music Festival
in July, we are holding a Race Night on
September 25th in the Memorial Hall, and
will be having a Darts Competition soon.
High attendance figures are always
appreciated but if you cannot come to our
events you can always send a donation
directly to Charlbury Pre-School, The
Old Grammar School, Park Street,
Charlbury. Help us to help the future
generations of the town by continuing to
provide them with essential early years
education.

Lynn Gorton

C |TAD recruits volunteer citizen

advocates to make a 1-to-1 relationship
with a person living nearby who finds it
difficult to speak up for themselves for
any reason. Meeting once a fortnight,
the two people get to know each other
first, and gradually the volunteer offers to
be a voice for the partner on any issue.
Could you offer your skills, knowledge,
life experiences, time and voice to speak
up for a vulnerable person? For more
information please contact Citizen
Advocacy in Cherwell & West
Oxfordshire, 33a High Street, Witney
0X28 6HP, tel 01993 704826, or email
info@CITAD.freeserve.co.uk




CHARLBURY WEATHER

5 . February 2004 was a back
) 30° to front month. It started off
10 very warm for the time of the

year. On 4th February, we

had the warmest daytime
temperature recorded so early in the
month. The 59éhas only been exceeded
once in February during the past 15
years and that was on 13th February
1998. This was just one day after the
only other day when 59éhas been
reached. The first 15 days of the month
averaged 50.47& which was way above
normal. Then winter returned and the
remaining 14 days only averaged 41.79&
Overall, the month came out at 46.28&
just below the 15 year average of 46.49é&
The nights followed a similar pattern.
Only one air frost was recorded up to
15th February and then we had 9 more
during the last 14 nights, 7 of which were
on the last 7 nights of the month.

In weather circles, March is supposed to
be the first month of spring. There was
little indication of this in the first 12 days
of March 2004. Then spring arrived and
we had our first temperature of 60&this
year on 16th. After a few relatively warm
days, temperatures fell back to more like
winter again, before ending on a high
note with the warmest March day since
1990 (638). Overall, the month came out
at 50.266 just 1.5ébelow the average for
the previous 15 years, but was the fourth
coldest March during this period. There
were just 6 nights when an air frost was
recorded, all of them during the cold spell
at the beginning of the month. The lowest
temperature of 22éon the night of 1st/2nd
was the coldest recorded in March by 3&
and the coldest of the 2003/4 winter

April, for the most part, was a fairly dry
month with a good amount of sunshine
and a few showers, and with about
average temperatures. Then the last nine
days produced remarkable contrasts.
Temperatures climbed to 70&éfor the first
time this year on 26th, then dropped to
478just three days later and the month
ended with three days of cloud and
almost continuous rain! Overall, April
2004 came out at 57.77& which is 1.6&
above the average for the previous 15
years. There was just one night when an
air frost was recorded.

John Stanley

CHARITY BRIDGE DAY AT

DITCHLEY PARK
In aid of All Saints Church, Spelsbury
on Wednesday, July 7th 2004.
10.30 amto 4 pm. Tickets £16
to include coffee, lunch and tea.

For tickets and further information
please ring Susie Galloway
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HRT or HBT? There is an alternative

Hormone Replacement Therapy (HRT) has been used for well over a decade to help
menopausal women and particularly those who might be at risk from osteoporosis. The
menopause is a natural stage in a woman'’s life and is not an iliness: however, many
women suffer from symptoms which can be distressing. Hot flushes, night sweats,
headaches, insomnia, fatigue, palpitations, mood swings, loss of confidence and weight
gain can be high on the list.

A major clinical trial published in The Lancet (Aug 03) revealed that HRT can cause
breast cancer (20,000 cases over 10 years), cardiovascular disease, stroke and
embolism. There is evidence that women on HRT have twice the risk of developing
uterine cancer compared to women not on it. This leaves women on HRT in a difficult
and worrying situation. Advice should be sought from your GP. A recent survey showed
44% of women on HRT following hysterectomy have found it difficult in quitting, 71%
stopped abruptly successfully and 29% tapered off the drug. The UK’s Medicines &
Healthcare Products Regulatory Agency has advised that HRT should not be prescribed
to women over 50 at risk with osteoporosis. The German Commission on the Safety of
Medicines has recommended that HRT should only be prescribed for the severest
menopausal symptoms. The Chairman is quoted as saying that HRT has produced a
‘national and international tragedy’ comparable to the effects of thalidomide forty years
ago.

Natural alternatives to HRT are available - what | call Herbal Balancing Therapy (HBT),
which be helpful and far safer. There are many herbs which can work on the body to
balance oestrogen and progesterone levels. In taking these many menopausal
symptoms are relieved or disappear. Risk of osteoporosis can be reduced by herbal
treatment, exercise and diet. | give nutritional advice and recommend supplements
which are found to be beneficial. Each prescription is made up in my dispensary - tailor-
made to the needs of each patient. It surely makes sense!

Susan Strachan MNIMH, Medical Herbalist

CHARLBURY BAPTISTS

The Baptists are looking forward to the arrival of their new minister Rev Malcolm Cook
and his wife Barbara. This is an exciting experiment in partnership with the Baptist
Church at Chipping Norton with whom we are "sharing" Malcolm® ministry. Until the end
of June, Malcolm will be completing his ministry at Brighton where, in addition to leading a
congregation, he has also been a hospital chaplain while Barbara has been involved in
youth work. The family will be based at the manse in Chipping Norton. Malcolm®
induction takes place in Chipping Norton Baptist Church at 2.30 pm on Saturday July
10th, then during the CTC United Service at St Mary® the following morning, we
welcome him to the wider Christian family in Charlbury. If you®e curious to see what he®
like, be there!

Kay Colyer



0 %

0

Baptist Chapel, Dyers Hill

Services June-August: 10.30 am every Sunday in June and
July ( except July 11th). August services will be held jointly
with the Methodist Church: Aug. 1st Rev Malcolm Cook
(Baptist); 8th Ron Glitheroe (Baptist); 15th Rev Malcolm
Cook (this will be a follow-up to the Holiday Club. Venue tbc);
22nd Peter Colyer( Methodist); 29th David Sarbutts. All
services begin at 10.30 am. ; 7 *810107)

St Mary'sC of E Church

Full details of all services in Church porch or see The Leaflet

Rev Judy French,
The Vicarage, Church Lane,
tel: 810286

Friends Meeting House, Market Street

Meeting for worship at the Friends Meeting
House every Sunday at 10.30 am

For further details contact: Joan Rough ( 810704)

Methodist Chapel, Fishers Lane

Morning Service normally Sundays at 10.30 am, but
shared between Baptist and Methodist Churches
throughout August. See church notice boards. Holy
Communion on Sundays June 20, August 1 and
August 29.

Further information from Marion Speight (811737)

St Teresa's R.C. Church, FishersLane

Sunday Mass: 11 am (& at Enstone Youth Hall 9.30 am)
Daily Mass: 9.30 am preceded by Morning Prayers at 9.15 am
Holydays: Mass 9.30am and 7 pm
Benediction: Fridays at 6 pm
Confessions before Mass or on call at the Presbytery

Rt Rev Monsignor V FJ Morgan, CBE, 5 Enstone Road, Charlbury OX7 3QR
tel: 810576 or see AN

CHURCHES TOGETHER IN CHARLBURY have several shared activities, such as the Bible Study
Fellowship, Good News Group and Luncheon Club. Further details from Pat Owens (676541)




CHARLBURY TOWN COUNCIL REPORT
—No. 31
by Councillor Trevor Jones

Elections: There are 3 elections on Thursday 10 June: for the
European Parliament, West Oxfordshire District Council (one
seat in the Charlbury and Finstock ward) and Charlbury Town
Council (all 12 seats). The polling station for Charlbury is the
War Memorial Hall which will be open to voters from 7 a.m. to
10 p.m.. The count for the Town Council will probably be held
on Friday 11 June rather than after the election itself bearing in
mind that the staff have to deal with the European and District
elections first and some will have had a very early start. Please
use your vote.

Town Council: As the election has been postponed, the
present Town Council will remain in office until 10 June rather
than 6 May. For the period 11 — 22 June responsibility for
Council matters is vested in the current Chairman.

Town Council Annual Meeting: As the election has been
postponed until 10 June this meeting will now take place on
Wednesday 23 June at 7.30 in the Corner House. At this
meeting the new Council will formally accept office - it will elect
a Chairman, Vice-Chairman, and Committees and nominate
representatives to other local organisations. The meeting is
open to the public. The Town Council Annual Meeting for 2005
will be in May as usual.

Wheeled Sports Area: Although the Council reported last
June that the planning application had been submitted it had to
be withdrawn because the District Council required a
landscaping plan. This has now been agreed by the Council,
and the plans have been re-submitted to the District Council for
determination. If the application is not delegated to the planning




officers for a decision it is likely to go to the Uplands Area Sub-
Committee on 7™ June. This meeting is open to the public. It is
still not too late to write in support of the plan. If you would like
to attend the meeting or write in support of the plan, please
contact the Town Clerk, Roger Clarke (01608 810608) for
details.

Best Kept Village Competition: The town is in the large
village section of this competition run by the Oxfordshire Rural
Community Council. Please keep the town tidy. It would also
be helpful if branches and other vegetation that obstruct
pavements were cut back.

Home Zones: Please see the separate article by Council
Vice-Chairman, John Harrison, elsewhere in the Chronicle.
John is the Council’s representative on the steering group for
this project.

Riverside Festival: The Town Council has made the Mill Field
available for the Riverside Festival on 19 and 20 June free of
charge. The Council also supports the festival with a grant. A
Public Entertainment Licence has been granted by the District
Council.

Annual Parish Meeting: This meeting took place on 28th
March. It is a requirement under the Local Government Act and
is an opportunity for residents to raise issues with the Council.
Attendance was again poor — the meeting is traditionally held
on a Friday evening and has to be held between 1 May and 1
June. If you have any ideas to improve the attendance please
contact the Town Clerk.

Nine Acres Pavilion: A landscaping plan has been drawn and
it is anticipated that a planning application for a replacement
pavilion will be submitted shortly.

Long Service: At the Town Council’'s Annual Reception on
February 18th a framed watercolour of a Charlbury view by
local artist Sue Woolley was presented to Town Clerk, Roger
Clarke, by David Cameron MP, to mark 25 years’ service to
Charlbury Parish and Town Councils.




CHRONICLE SMALL ADS
£5 per small ad

To advertise in this section please
ring Jack Potten on 810991

HILLTOP GARDEN CENTRE, Witney
Road, Ramsden. Come and see our
great selection of Garden Furniture and
Barbecues.

HOUSE SITTER: Are you planning to
be away during June and/or July? Are
you worried about leaving your house
unattended? Would you like a
responsible resident caretaker to look
after it in your absence? | am available
to help. Serena Moore, 01608 811080
or 811125.

We have a mailing list for people
wishing to receive The Charlbury
Chronicle who no longer live in the
town. £2.50 per four issues; £4 per

four issues for overseas
subscribers. Large-print £2.50 for
each copy.

Please note that ALL cheques for
advertising, mailing list or donations
should be made payable to The
Charlbury Chronicle and should be
sent to the Treasurer, Dawn Colvin
(address in panel on right).

DO YOU FIND IT DIFFICULT TO
READ THE CHARLBURY
CHRONICLE?

Please ring the Editor on
810549 to request a large-print
copy. A large-print copy is
always available in the library.

Editor: Lynette Murphy
Hundley Cottage, Hundley Way
Charlbury OX7 3QU
tel: 01608 810549
fax: 01608 811952
e-mail: chronicle@huncot.fsnet.co.uk

Assisted by:

Diana Potten (810991)
Julia Caston (810240)
Alison Holthouse (810954)
Alison Offer ( 813063)

Advertising: Jack Potten (810991)
9 Enstone Road, Charlbury OX7 3QR

Treasurer: Dawn Colvin
3 Enstone Road, Charlbury OX7 3QR
tel: 01608 810545

Artwork:
Ann (Gilbert) Buckmaster (810664)

Distribution:
Brian Murphy (810549)
Robert Caston (810240)
Jack Potten (810991)

The Charlbury Chronicle is produced and
distributed free to every household in
Charlbury. All those involved in its
preparation work on a voluntary basis. The
Charlbury Chronicle aims to be impartial
and independent and cannot be held
responsible for any of the views expressed in
its pages. The editor reserves the right to
alter or adapt any articles submitted for
publication although hoping to discuss any
major changes with the authors first.

The Charlbury Chronicle acknowledges the
financial support of the many societies,
groups and individuals who generously
contribute to its funds. We also acknowledge
the support of our advertisers and hope that
any reader using their services will
mention The Charlbury Chronicle.
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